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Bowers and Merena's 

SPECTACULAR 
AUCTION SEASON 

Can Realize Top Market Prices for You. 
We invite you to be a part of our spectacular auction seasons for 1999 and 2000. When it 

comes time to sell, Bowers and Merena is the only place for you. If you are thinking of 

selling, remember that the same numismatic expertise and quality presentation which character 

ized such record-breaking sales as the Eliasberg, Norweb, Garrett, and 

Brand collections can promote yout indiv idual coins, sets, or entire col 

lection. Our world wide mailing list features bidders who have set world 

records in the past and could be competing for your coins in one of the 

upcoming sales listed below. Consigning is easy and generous cash ad¬ 

vances are available instantly upon receipt of your consignment. Sim¬ 

ply call John Pack, our Auction Manager, for complete details, mclud 

ing our new low commission rates. It may well be the most fmanciallv 

rewarding decision you have ever made! 

We sold the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., speci¬ 

men of the 1804 Draped Bust silver dol¬ 

larfor $ 1,815,000, the highest price paid 

at auction for a United States coin. 

March 18-20, 1999 
Baltimore, Maryland 
(with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention) 

May 29-31, 1999 
Los Angeles, California 

August 9, 1999 
Chicago, Illinois 
The Rarities Sale 

September 14-16, 1999 
New York City, New York 
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1 K. Eliasberg, Sr. 
(iiflettion 

November 11-13, 1999 
Baltimore, Maryland 
(with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention) 

January 5, 2000 
Orlanao, Florida 
The Rarities Sale 

March 30-April 1, 2000 
Baltimore, Maryland 
(with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention) 

May 27-29, 2000 
New York City, New York 

We also hold the record for the second 

highest price paid at auction for a U.S. 

coin: Si,485,000 for a 1913 Liberty 

Head nickel. In fact, of the top 10 indi¬ 

vidual U.S. coins sold at public auction, 

we sold seven of them. 
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From Dave's Desk 

Everyone is usually busy here at 

Bowers and Merena Galleries, but recently 

we have been busier than usual. The coin 

market is demonstrating a great deal of en¬ 

thusiasm, orders from our catalogues and 

bids for our auctions are arriving in large 

numbers, and we are enjoying every 

minute of it! We like to think that here, 

deep in the heart of New England, we are 

"action central" in the rare coin business. 

In preparing this Rare Coin Review I 

am very grateful that I have more than 

enough nice letters, inquiries for our Ques¬ 

tion and Answer Forum, and even feature 

articles on hand to take care of the next two 
4, 

or three issues! All, or most all, will reach 

print eventually. Meanwhile, keep those 

letters coming! 

As autumn ends and winter begins it 

is a great time to rededicate yourself to 

what has been called, with great justifica¬ 

tion, "The world's greatest hobby." Having 

a cabinet of choice, rare, and interesting 

coins is like owning your own museum. 

And, some of the most fascinating coins 

are not necessarily expensive. I could name 

hundreds or even thousands of varieties 

that cost less than $200 each, but which 

have so much romance and history at¬ 

tached that I could write a 10-page article 

about them! I have always maintained 

that a given coin has multiple characteris¬ 

tics, among which are history, romance, art 

Coins & Books For Sale 

Colonial & Copper Coins.2 

U.S. Silver Coins.26 

U.S. Gold Coins.57 

U.S. Commemorative Coins.67 

Miscellaneous Items.72 

Books for Sale.79 

Departments 

From Dave's Desk.  1 

This & That.32 

Coin Quiz.50 

Question & Answer Forum. 65 

and design, numismatic tradition, mintage, 

grade, and market price. Anyone concen¬ 

trating only on the market price is missing 

90% of what numismatics has to offer! 

I love books, and scarcely a week 

goes by without my becoming excited 

about a new acquisition. Just this morning 

I received a fax offering an incomplete set 

of 1860 U.S. Census data, three out of four 

large volumes filled with all sorts of infor¬ 

mation about life in America nearly 140 

years ago. 1 can hardly wait to see what 1 

can find therein. A great feature of Ameri¬ 

can numismatics is that no matter what 

coins you own or contemplate buying, 

chances are excellent that you can acquire 

some very fascinating reading material 

about them. Relevant to all of this, be sure 

to check our Books for Sale section for titles 

you can use for your own library. Mary 

Tocci of our Publications Department is on 

hand to take your order. 

We have been busy buying, and 

since our last issue quite a few nice things 

have been added to our inventory. Mark 

Borckardt has been traveling around the 

country, with stops in the Midwest and on 

the West Coast, Ray Merena has been writ¬ 

ing checks as well, and we've bought 

much right here in the East. And, of course, 

a lot of nice things have arrived in the mail. 

Quality is our key guideline when buying; 

a coin must pass several tests: 1.) We have 

Feature Articles 

"Indiana Primitives".7 

by Wayne Stafford 

The Glidden Antique Car Tour.14 

Christian Gobrecht.23 

by Q. David Bowers 

The "Bird Man" and the Half Dollar.41 

by Tom LaMarre 

About the 1884 Trade Dollar.55 

Jk 
Coivr price $10.00 

to agree that it is in the technical or nu¬ 

merical grade designated on the envelope 

or imprinted on the "slab." 2.) We must 

find it pleasing to our eye, with excellent aes¬ 

thetic appeal (sometimes this is the most 

difficult test to pass!). 3.) We must find the 

coin to be a good value for the price paid, 

so that after adding a modest markup our 

clients will likewise receive a good value. 

Our latest Rare Coin Revieiv is in 

your hands. Read it and enjoy! When you 

see items you would like to buy, send your 

order by mail, fax, e-mail, or by a toll-free 

telephone call to our Direct Sales Depart¬ 

ment. Gail Watson and Janet Lavertue are 

ready, willing, and eager to make up a 

shipment for you. 

Thank you for all the business you've 

been sending our way. All good wishes to 

you and yours for the forthcoming holiday 

season. I hope that 1998 has been a good 

year for you and that 1999 will be even bet¬ 

ter. Numismatically, all of us at Bowers and 

Merena Galleries will do our best to help 

make it so! 

Sincerely, 

Q. David Bowers 

Subscribe Today! 

A 12-month subscription to the Rare Coin Re¬ 

view, and The Coin Collector, plus five Grand For¬ 

mat™ auction catalogues produced by Auctions by 

Bowers and Merena, Inc. (with prices realized), and 

special offers and mailings. A value of over $200 if 

purchased separately! 

Domestic Subscription.$95.00 

Canada & Mexico (via first-class mail).... $150.00 

Foreign Subscriptions (via air mail) $200.00 

For Instant Service Call 

1-800-222-5993 (orders only, please) 

General inquiries and in NH (603) 569-5095 

24-Hr. Fax: (603) 569-5319 
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Colonial & Copper Coins 

Colonial and Early 
American Coins 

There is something special a Knit colonial ami state 

coins, and for this reason we have enjoyed buying 

and selling them over the years. In the process just 

about every well-known rarity has passed through 

our hands as have, perhaps equally important, many 

thousands of lesser value pieces. Colonials are one 

series today in which a modest budget can go a long 

way toward acquiring coins that are fascinating to 

own. 

While investing in colonial coins rarely makes the 

popular press, and The Coin Dealer Newsletter doesn't 

even mention the series, the fact remains that just 

about every colonial specialist of whom we are aware 

has made a dandy profit upon selling his or her col¬ 

lection, assuming it was formed with care and held 

for a period of years. Some time ago, after auctioning 

the remarkable collection of Frederick Taylor, we 

noted that few investments of any kind ever equaled 

the return experienced on these coins. 

The field of colonial and early American coins 

includes many different issues. The Guide Book of 

United States Coins is as good a passport as any to 

gaining basic knowledge. Beyond that, Walter 

Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial 

Coins offers much information between two covers, 

and which we offer at a very special price on page 67 

in this issue. Still further, if your interest becomes 

specialized, there are a number of excellent mono¬ 

graphs and studies, some of which are out of print 

and others which are easily obtainable. If you are 

interested in history, an absolute must is Sylvester S. 

Crosby's 1875 work, The Early Coins of America avail¬ 

able in reprint form (sex* our Books for Sale section). 

Portent of the future: For about a year now we 

have had in-house the memorable collection of Wash¬ 

ington tokens and medals formed by Dr. Irving 

Schuster, incorporating substantial sections of the 

F.C.C. Boyd, John J. Ford, Jr., and other cabinets, in 

total several thousand specimens. We've been exceed¬ 

ingly busy during the intervening time, and Dave 

Bowers (who will be the main cataloguer of the 

pieces) has been chipping away at the project as time 

permits 1 lowever, this coming year, 1999, will be the 

2tX)th anniversary of Washington's death (December 

14,1799), and in memory of this occasion we hope to 

have at least a part of the collection catalogued and 

presented for sale or, more likely, auction. 

A Notable Pine Tree Shilling 

1652 Massachusetts Bay Colony. Silver Pine Tree 

shilling. N-30. VF-35 (PCXIS) 69 9 grains Small 

planchet.3,495 
The 1652-d<ited Pine Tree shilling has a secure niche in 

American folklore and history Of all early American issues, 

this is probably the most storied, with Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

tale of the mintmaster John Hull's daughter receiving as her 

dowry her weight in freshly minted coins of this design. 

1723 Wood's Hibernia halfpenny. Breen-157. 

Beaded Cincture. MS-64 BN A splendid speci¬ 

men, glossy and somewhat prooflike, with much 

eye appeal. A fairly unusual instance in which a 

piece of this era can be acquired in really choice 

Mint State!.1,495 
There are relatively few coins associated with the colo¬ 

nial era that can be obtained in any degree of Mint State, never 

mind MS-64 Among these, there are just two seen with 

frequency the Wood's Hibernia halfpenny of 1723, as offered 

above, and the 1773 Virginia halfpenny Even so, the pieces are 

hardly common in comparison to later federal issues. 

1694 London Elephant token. Breen-186. Thick 

planchet. EF-H) (PCGS). GOD PRESERVE LON¬ 

DON. Attractive light brown surfaces. A particu¬ 

larly nice example of this impressive and popular 

issue____.... 995 
It is not certain whether these "London* pieces ever 

circulated in America, but as they are cousins of pieces with 

American descriptions (relating to Carolina and New En¬ 

gland) they have long been adopted into the American series 

and have been desired by numismatists on this side of the 

Atlantic 

1766 Pitt halfpenny. Breen-251. EF—15. Smooth light 

brown, problem-free surfaces. A verv pleasing 

specimen. Quality, this is it!.1,695 
William Pitt pictured on the token, was a fnend to the 

American colonists and opposed the hated Stamp Act and 

other anti-American decrees In Lake Wentworth about three 

miles from our offices here in Wolfeboro, NH, is the large and 

tvautiful Stamp Act Island, which retains its name from this 

era, today it is a wildlife preserve. 

1783 Nova Constellatio copper. Crosby-la, Breen- 

1106. Pointed Rays, Large US. VF-30. 525 
These pieces are said to have been struck in England 

and imported in quantity to the United States. For a time there 

was a mini-movement to call these "Constellatio Nova" coins, 

but the Nova Constellatio nomenclature seems to be pre¬ 

ferred. 

1783 Nova Constellatio copper. Crosby-2b. Small 

US. EF-40 Medium brown surfaces. A few 

planchet marks here and there. Overall, an eye¬ 

pleasing specimen of this popular issue. Just pur¬ 

chased and offered here for the first time.575 

1785 Nova Constellatio copper. C-3b. Pointed Rays. 

EF-45. Verv pleasing light brown surfaces. A finer 

coin than usually encountered.825 

1785 Connecticut copper. Miller 6.3-G.l. Rarity-3. 

Mailed Bust Right. EF-40. Another of our new 

purchases.795 

1785 Connecticut copper. M4.1-F.4. African Head. F- 

12. Lovely light brown. Remarkably smooth sur¬ 

faces for a 1785 Connecticut (typically on other 

specimens, planchet fissures are endemic).325 

Walter Breen's Encyclopedia of 

U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins 

Revised edition. Details Proof coin manufacture, char¬ 

acteristics of various styles of Proofs, etc. Year-by-year analy¬ 

sis. Detailed discussions of Proof sets and much, much 

more. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBR-765. List price $29.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Colonial ami Copper Coins for Sale Jk 
1787 Connecticut copper. Ml.l-a. Small Head. VF-25 

(PCGS). Attractive, glossy light brown surfaces. 

Classic Machin's Mills issue struck at Newburgh, 

NY, under very interesting circumstances (cf. 

Crosby, et al.). One of the nicest seen at this grade 
level.995 

In the late 1790s Captain Thomas Machin and several 

associates set up a "manufactory of hardware" near the outlet 

of Orange Pond. Earlier, during the Revolutionary War, 

Machin, trained in engineering, had distinguished himself by 

supervising the stretching of a heavy chain across the Hudson 

River at West Point to prevent the passage of British ships past 

that point. 

In general, Machin's Mills, as the enterprise is known to 

numismatists, produced imitations of the coins of others, 

although there was an official connection with Reuben Harmon, 

Jr., who had a state franchise to coin Vermont coppers. Many 

if not most Machin's Mills coins are carelessly struck on 

lightweight planchets, often from dies with irregular spacing 

and/ or naive workmanship. The "primitive" nature of certain 

of these pieces has made them favorites with collectors. 

The Small Head copper of Connecticut has a very 

appealing aspect, somewhat like a cameo, as the portrait is 

surrounded by a larger field than on the issues authorized by 

the state of Connecticut. 

1787 Connecticut copper. M33.2-Z.5. Draped Bust 

Left. EF-40. Medium brown surfaces. Very little in 

the way of actual wear. A choice example of the 

type and variety.725 

1787 Connecticut copper. M33.39-S.1. Draped Bust 

Left. EF-45. Light brown. Some original planchet 

surface characteristics are still visible on high 

points. Outstanding quality.795 

1789 Mott token. Breen-1020. Thick planchet. Plain 

edge. AU-53 (PCGS). Intermediate die state with 

a die break attached to the upper left edge of the 

clock but not affecting the D in GOLD.995 
Although this piece is dated 1789, it may have been 

struck after 1789. The reverse eagle appears to be a copy of that 

used on federal gold coins beginning circa 1807. Some discus¬ 

sion of this has appeared in our past publications and else¬ 

where, and in more recent times. Dr. Angel Pietri presented a 

marvelous "forum" on the subject in the C-4 Newsletter. 

Undated (c.1792) Kentucky cent. Type of Breen-1156 

to 1158. Lettered edge. MS-60 RB (PCGS). Edge 

lettered PAYABLE IN LANCASTER LONDON 

OR BRISTOL. An exceptionally nice example with 

a generous quotient of original mint red. Rare so 

fine!.1,095 

The name of this token is derived from the position of 

the initial K at the top of the pyramid design on the reverse1. For 

a long time in American numismatics such pieces were called 

"triangle cents." 

1796 Copper Company of Upper Canada 

Superb Proof Rarity 

1796 Copper Kiichler. Proof-64 BN (PCGS). A splen¬ 

did Proof with rich chocolate brown surfaces ac¬ 

cented with iridescent blue. An aesthetic treat, 

one of the nicest in existence of this famous and 

very beautiful rarity. It is believed that this and 

related pieces were struck circa 1802-1803 as 

samples of the engraving skills of the Soho Mint, 

Birmingham. A major opportunity for the con¬ 

noisseur.8,950 
The Copper Company of Upper Canada token is one 

of the more elusive varieties in the series related to early 

America. The obverse, by Conrad H. Kiichler (who also cut 

the dies for the memorable 1796 Washington Seasons med¬ 

als distributed by Lewis and Clark on their 1804-1806 jour¬ 

ney through the American Northwest) depicts the goddess 

Britannia or Hope, presenting her two young children to 

Liberty, representing America. The inscription BRITISH 

SETTLEMENT KENTUCKY is in an arc above, and the date 

1796 is below. The design was intended to illustrate the 

emigration from England to America of persons of youth 

and vitality, to settle in an area of Kentucky controlled by 

Philip Parry Price of Myddelton. Walter Breen in his Ency¬ 

clopedia notes that in August 1796, British authorities tossed 

Price into Newgate prison, charging him with "inciting 

artificers to emigrate to the United States," an early brain 

drain. The project came to a quick conclusion. How many 

citizens actually went to Kentucky and found success there 

is not known. 

The reverse of the presently offered variety differs 

from that seen on the normal Myddelton token and bears the 

inscription ONE HALF PENNY / COPPER / COMPANY / 

OF / UPPER / CANADA. The activities of the Copper Com¬ 

pany of Upper Canada, if it actually existed, are not known to 

the cataloguer. Perhaps the outfit was formed but never en¬ 

gaged in mining or refining. Although the circumstances are 

not known, the die was cut circa 1794 It is believed (with John 

J. Ford, Jr., pointing this out in the Com Collector \ foumal in the 

early 1950s) that pieces of this type, illustrating superb work¬ 

manship, were made up as samples or presentation pieces by 

the Soho Mint in Birmingham, which at the time was inter¬ 

ested in receiving private contracts for tokens and medals as 

well as commissions from foreign governments The Soho 

Mint also furnished planchets to the Philadelphia Mint from 

which copper cents were coined. Copper Company of Upper 

Canada pieces were produced only in copper, and apparently 

to a very limited extent. Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia 

specifically mentions just two pieces, the Robison and Roper 

examples. 

The present coin is a superb association item with the 

usually seen Myddelton token, struck from the same obverse 

die, which on the reverse shows a figure of Britannia, seated, 

face downward, with the inscription PAYABLE BY P.P.P. 

MYDDELTON around the border. 

1787 Fugio copper cent. Kessler Newman-6-W.l. 

STATES UNITED on reverse. Rarity-4+. EF-40. 

Medium brown surfaces with lighter letters and 

devices. A splendid specimen.1,650 
Collecting 1787-dated Fugio coppers by die varieties 

can be an interesting pursuit. While manv pieces on the market 

are attributed by KN numbers, many more are not, thus 

providing the opportunity to acquire scarce and rare varieties 

for "common" prices. Even among attributed varieties, there 

is not much premium placed on Fugio coppers at the R-5 or 

lower levels, as the number of dedicated collectors seeking 

them is probably "R-6," by way of comparison. 

1795 North Wales halfpenny. Breen-1294-1295. Plain 

edge. VF-20 (PCGS). One of the most interesting 

Washington issues of the era; crudely struck from 

shallow dies.450 
The obverse has a shallowly cut portrait and the curi¬ 

ous inscription GEORGEIVS WASHINGTON. Produced in 

England in the 1790s (estimate), this issue was deliberately 

made to appear worn, so that freshly minted coins would 

readily circulate without being examined closely. 

Half Cents 
In this issue of the Rare Coin Review our listing of 

half cents emphasizes Draped Bust and later issues. 

Attributions by die varieties are to Walter Breen's En¬ 

cyclopedia of United States Half Cents 1793-1857, and 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr.'s book, American Half Cents. 

P.S.: We are eager buyers of half cents, and, if you 

are not in a buying frame of mind, how about selling 

us some? An instant check awaits you for quality 

material. 

1804 Breen-7, Cohen-8. Spiked Chin. AU-53 (PCGS) 

Glossy brown surfaces.625 

1804 B-7, C-8. Spiked Chin. EF45.395 

1804 B-7, C-8. Spiked Chin. EF40. Glossy brown. 375 

1804 B-10, C-13. Plain 4, No Stems. AU-50 Pleasing 

brown surfaces. A delightful early half cent! 595 

1804 B-ll, C-12. Crosslet 4, No Stems. Just pur¬ 

chased.275 

1805 B-la, Cl. Medium 5, No Stems. VG-8.55 

1805 B-3, C-3. Small 5, With Stems. VG-8 A well- 

known classic rarity in the half cent series, an is¬ 

sue that is elusive at all grade levels. Minor 

scratches are toned so as to blend in with the sur¬ 

face. A find for the specialist and priced quite rea¬ 

sonably at only. 895 

Copper Coins of Vermont 
by Tony Carlotto 

Published by the Colonial Coin Collectors Club, this book 

is packed with illustrations and fascinating tidbits including 

information about rarity, known grades, etc. 218 pages, il¬ 

lustrated. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BCA-600. List price $50.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Colonial and Copper Coins for Sale A 
1806 B-3. C-l. Small 6, No Stems. AU-58. Lovely light 

brown surfaces. Another new purchase.665 

1806 B-4, C-4. Large 6, Stems. MS-63 BN. Lustrous 

and beautiful. Just purchased and offered here for 

the first time.1,995 

1807 B-l, C-l. AU-50. 195 

1807 B-l, C-l. EF40. 375 

1808 B-3, C-3. EF-45 BN (NCC). Pleasing light brown 

surfaces. Quite scarce in grades above VF. This 

lovely half cent will nicely fill the requirements 

for the date and variety.975 
Unlike certain other early Draped Bust half cents, the 

entire issue of 1808 seems to have boon paid out into the 

channels of commerce. Today, most examples are well worn, 

with Good, VG, and Fine being about par The presently 

offered coin is exceptional. 

1808 B-3, C-3. EF-45. Light brown, somewhat frosty 

surfaces. A beauty! Elusive so fine.975 

1809/6 B~5, C-5. AC-55. I 

1809/6 B-5, C-5.9 m date over earlier inv erted 9( 6 ) 

EF-45. Attractive brown surfaces.245 

1810 B-l, C-l, AU-55. I ,iM5 

1825 B-L C-l V1-25. 125 

1826 B-l, C-l. AU-55 (ANACS).245 

1826 B-l, C-l. AU-50. 231 

1826 B-l, C-l. EF-45.69 

1828 B-2, C-3. AU-58.135 

1828 B-3, C-2.12 Stars. MS-61 BN (NCC). One of the 

most curious varieties in American coinage of this 

era. Although examples are available readily 

enough in worn grades, at the Mint State level it 

is a rarity. You will enjoy owning this coin, a piece 

that is bound to be a highlight in the copper sec¬ 

tion of your cabinet.1,395 
The circumstances of production of this issue were not 

recorded. The missing star was undoubtedly a result of negli¬ 

gence, as certainly no design change was intended. A parallel 

from the same general era can be drawn to the 1832 S5 gold 

raritv with just 12 obverse stars. 

1829 B-l, C-l. AU-58. 225 

1829 B-l, C-l. VF-30.79 

1833 B-l, C-l. AU-55.165 

1834 B-l. C-l. MS-63 BN.350 

1834 B-l, C-l. MS-63 BN (NGC).359 

1834 B-l, C-l. EF-40.69 

1835 B-2, C-2. MS-64 BN (NGC). Nicely struck. Attrac¬ 

tive appearance.425 

1835 B-2, C-2. AU-55. Brilliant.135 

1851 B-l, C-l. MS-63 BN.395 

1851 B-l, C-l. MS-62 BN (NGC).325 

1853 B-l, C-l. MS-65 BN (NGC i . 

1853 B-l, C-l. MS-64 BN. A very nice, pristine speci¬ 

men of this popular date.435 

1853 B-l, C-l. MS-61 BN (NGC).235 

1853 B-l, C-l. AU-50.126 

Large Cents 
In the following listing we offer a very nice selec¬ 

tion of copper cents from the first year of issue, 1793, 

onward. If you are a specialist, you'll find many im¬ 

portant opportunities. On the other hand, if your 

interest is just beginning, the present issue of the Rare 

Coin Review is a great place to start. 

P.S.: We are eager buyers of large cents, and, if you 

are not in a buying frame of mind, how about selling 

us some? An instant check awaits you for quality ma¬ 

terial. 

Beautiful EF 1793 Wreath Cent 

1793 Sheldon-9. Wreath. Vine and Bars Edge. EF- 

40. A well struck, pleasing specimen with me¬ 

dium brown surfaces. This lovely and rare 1793 

cent will fill the bill exactly for a choice type or 

date set.6,950 
After a limited coinage of 1793 Chain cents (which 

attracted public criticism because of their motif), the devign 

was modified to the Wreath style as offered here As it devel¬ 

oped, such pieces were made only through late summer of 

1793, after which they wen- superseded by the Liberty Cap 

type made by Joseph Wright (who was to die in September 

1793 during the yellow fever epidemic). 

1793 Wreath cents were made with two major edge 

styles, the Vine and Bars motif as offered here and the later 

Lettered Edge. 

1794 S-63. Low Rarity-3. Head of 1794. VF-30. Called 

the Fallen 4 variety, although the 9 in the date is 

actually higher than the other numerals, causing 

the 4 to appear to be low, a trompe l'oeil situation. 

Mainly smooth medium tan surfaces. Although 

some tiny rim bruises are present, they do little if 

anything to detract from the overall appeal of the 

coin.1,450 
More than for any other year, cents of 1794 were made 

in a wide array of die varieties and combinations This oc¬ 

curred early enough in Mint history so that dies were still 

made by hand (using punches), yielding many issues that 

have interesting errors or idiosyncrasies 

1798 S-166. Large 8. VF-35 Ihc so-called IUjisJLt Va¬ 

riety, from a tiny hair-like die defect under Miss 

Liberty's chin. A pleasing specimen of this popu¬ 

lar date and variety. Just purchased.1,495 

1800 S-207. VF-20. Scarce variety. It is worth noting 

that Penny Whimsy lists the Condition Census for 

S-207 as VF-35 to F-15. Just purchased, this piece 

is a find for the specialist.630 

1801 S-213. F-15. Another new purchase.435 

1802 S-233. VF-20. 275 

1802 S-237. EF-40 Widest date of the year. Large berries 

in wreath. Another of our new purchases.865 

1802 S-241. No Stems. EF-40 Splendid medium 

brown toning. Another new purchase.750 

1802 S-241. No Stems. VF-30 Ditto: Just pur¬ 

chased.525 

1803 S-251. Small Date, Small Fraction. EF-40 Latest 

die state. Some porosity. Offered here for the first 

time.795 

1803 S-256. Small Date, Small Fraction. VF-30. In this 

issue of the Rare Coin Review we present quite a 

few newly purchased issues, items Mark 

Borckardt acquired on his latest buying trip. This 

is another.415 

1803 S-258. Small Date, Small Fraction. VF-35. Light 

brown surfaces.495 

Rare 1803 SD, SF S-262 Cent 

1803 S-262. Small Date, Small Fraction. Low Rarity- 

4. VF-20. A very elusive die variety in anv grade, 

especially so at the Very Fine level offered here. 

An attractive cent you'll admire again and again 

when it is in your cabinet.2,195 

1805 S-267. EF-45 Attractive brown surfaces. Equally 

suitable for a date or die variety collection. 1,295 

1805 S-267. EF-40 Mark Borckardt has quite an eye 

for quality, and when you see this piece you'll 

realize that it, like others we offer, is really nice 

within its grade range!.895 

1805S-269. VF-20. 259 

Early Coins of America 
by Sylvester S. Crosby 

One of the greatest American numismatic books, this 

volume appeared in 1875 and has never been superseded. 

Standard reference on colonial, state, and early American 

coins. 378 pages, illustrated. Durst reprint. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BCR-271. List price $45.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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1810 S-283. Rarity-3. VF-20 (PCGS). Ideal for a date 

set.650 
1812 S-290. EF-40 (ANACS). A very nice “type" coin to 

illustrate the 1808-1814 Classic Head design.... 995 

Nearly Condition Census 1813 Cent 

1813 S-293. AU-58 (NGC). Lovely, lustrous medium 

brown surfaces. Important as a scarce date. Very 

nearly in the Condition Census. A prize coin that 

will be a centerpiece in your collection!.4,550 
Apart from being close to Condition Census, the pres¬ 

ently offered piece is all the more desirable as it has nice eye 

appeal. As a group, the Classic Head cents of 1808-1814 are 

much harder to find in "nice" condition than are the designs 

immediately preceding and following. 

1814 S-295. Plain 4. AU-53 (PCGS). Medium brown 

surfaces.1,895 

1814 S-295. Plain 4. Late die state. VF-20. 475 

1816 Newcomb-2. MS-63 RB. First year of the so-called 

Matron Head type. A lovely specimen with much 

lustre. Probably from the still somewhat enigmatic 

Randall Hoard (no one knows where the hoard 

was discovered or how many coins were in it, al¬ 

though we are all its beneficiaries).695 

1817 N-2. Rarity-3.13 Stars. VF-30.195 

1817 N-13.13 Stars. EF-45.199 

1817 N-16.15 Stars. EF-40. A weak strike at 9:00 is 

noted for accuracy and is the result of misalign¬ 

ment of the dies (the faces were not parallel), this 

being true to one degree or another on all authen¬ 

tic specimens.675 
Writing in 1860, Mint Director James Ross Snowden 

called this a "pattern" design. 

1818 N-10. MS-64 RB.750 
If you want to enhance your appreciation 100% of this 

or virtually any other Mint State cent of the 1816-1820 era, read 

about the Randall Hoard. This fabulous cache of copper cents 

is of unknown parentage, but is said to have been unearthed 

from beneath a railroad station platform in Georgia. About as 

much as is known is delineated in fascinating (in our opinion) 

detail in Dave Bowers' book, American Coin Treasures and 

Hoards, available from our Publications Department. 

1818 N-10. MS-62 BN.325 

1819/8 N-l. EF-40. Popular overdate.275 

1820/19 N-l. EF-40.395 

1820 N-13. MS-60. 395 

Lustrous Mint State 1822 

1822 N-10. Rarity-2. MS-63 BN (NGC). Lustrous, 

glossy brown surfaces. A splendid specimen of 

this early Matron Head date, one that was not 

represented in any hoard.2,150 

Notable 1823/2 Cent Rarity 

1823/2 N-l. EF-40. Medium brown surfaces. An at¬ 

tractive specimen of this highly prized date (and 

overdate). A splendid piece that will answer your 

call for a high-grade example at a reasonable 

price. A find.2,250 
Of all cent dates in the later series 1816-1857, the 1823 is 

far and away the most elusive. The date occurs in two major 

varieties, the 1823/2 overdate as offered here, and the 1823 

"perfect date." 

1823 Restrike from mismatched dies. AU-50. Middle 

die state struck in the late 19th century, after 1858- 

Buy the Book 

PENNY WHIMSY 

Penny Whimsy 
by William S. Sheldon 

A reprint from Lorraine Durst of this classic text, the 

first in the American series to combine detailed numis¬ 

matic die descriptions with history, collecting information, 

and opinions, all in all a delightful mixture. 340 pages, 

illustrated. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BSH-100. List price $50.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 

I860, but probably before 1880. Always in de¬ 

mand as a curiosity item that can add a lot to the 

interest of a collection, right along with a restrike 

1804 (if you can find one).895 

1826 N-5. EF-40. 21* 

1826 N-6. AU-58 (PCGS). Gorgeous lustrous brown 

surfaces. Nicer than some we have seen offered 

as Mint State, which goes to prove that it is 

worthwhile to pick and choose (as we do when 

we write checks to buy for our inventory). Cer¬ 

tainly this is one of the nicest 1826 cents you will 

ever see!.1,150 

1826 N-8. VF-20 (ANACS).245 

1829 N-5. Small Letters. VF-25. Somewhat scarce as 

a date (in the context of cents of this design 

type).285 

1829 N-6. Large Letters. VF-30 (ANACS).95 

1830 N-6. Rarity-5. Small Letters. VF-35. A splendid 

specimen at this grade level.1,195 

1831 N-3. Medium Letters. AU-50. 325 

1831 N-6. EF-40.165 

1831 N-9. Large Letters. AU-50. 395 

1832 N-l. Medium Letters. EF-40.165 

1832 N-2. Medium Letters. VF-35.125 

1832 N-3. Large Letters. AU-50. 275 

1834 N-l. Small 8. AU-55. 295 

1834 N-2. Small 8. AU-55. 295 

1834 N-3. Large Date, Small Stars, Small Letters. AU- 

58.450 

1834 N-5. Large Date, Large Stars, Medium Letters. G- 

6.485 

1836 N-3. AU-58. 295 

1836 N-3. AU-53. Brilliant.238 

1837 Feuchtwanger cent (Low-120). AU-50.159 
This is a Hard Times token the size of the later small 

cent. Made of Feuchtwanger's Composition, a German silver 

alloy, such pieces were struck by the thousands and found 

ready use in circulation during the mid-19th century. Such 

pieces are listed on p. 298 of the 1999 edition of A Guide Book of 

U.S. Coins. The "Low" number is from the monograph, Hard 

Times Tokens, published by New York dealer Lyman H. Low in 

1899; in recent times, token maven Russell Rulau has vastly 

expanded Low's efforts. Although much has been written 

about Feuchtwanger, there is still quite a bit of information 

that has not reached print, and some mysteries (such as the 

1864 three-cent piece and its origin) remain. 

Ask to See It! 

Any colonial or early American coin 

listed here can be sent to you for ap¬ 

proval inspection. In that way you can 

carefully examine all aspects of the 

piece. These early coins are very attrac¬ 

tive and interesting, and often in-person 

inspection is more revealing than are 

short descriptions in the present listing. 

Each coin has been selected by vour 

editor (QDB), Mark Borckardt, or Rav 

Merena based upon its eve appeal, 

overall quality, and value. 
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1837 Feuchtwanger cent (Low-120). AU-50 (PCI). 159 

1837 N-5. Plain Hair Cords, Small Letters. AU-58.. 435 

1837 N-6. Plain Hair Cords, Large Letters. MS-62 BN 

(PCGS).375 

1837 N-ll. Beaded Hair Cords. AU-55. 235 

1838 N-l. AU-50.165 

1838 N-7. AU-55. 245 

1839 N-2. Head of 1838. AU-58. Highly lustrous me¬ 

dium brown surfaces. A beauty!.385 

1839 N-9. Silly Head. AU-50.   325 

1839 N-14. Booby Head. Rarity-3. EF-45. Dark brown 

with iridescent blue and lilac. A very attractive 

example of this scarce variety, a coin that will be 

a pleasure to own and contemplate. There is 

something special about the cents of 1839, so var¬ 

ied are they in style.595 

1841 N-3. MS-62 BN..475 

1841 N-6. AU-55.325 

1842 N-4. Large Date. AU-55. 265 

1842 N-9. Large Date. AU-50. 235 

1843 N-5. Type of 1844. AU-50. 295 

1843 N-6. Type of 1844. AU-50. 295 

1843 N-9. Type of 1842. AU-55. 265 

1844/81 N-2. AU-58.950 

1847 N-l. AU-50.175 

1847 N-4. AU-55.275 

1847 N-12. Rarity-3+. EF-45.165 

1848 N-12. AU-50.145 

1848 N-40. Rarity-3+. AU-50. 265 

1849 N-2. AU-58. Nicely centered with medium 

brown surfaces.349 

1849 N-8. AU-50.199 

1849 N-8. AU-50 (ANACS).199 

1849 N-14. Rarity-3-. AU-50.195 

1851 N-13. AU-55.159 

1851 N-24. Rarity-3. EF-45.160 

1851 N-25. Rarity-3. EF-45.105 

1852 N-3. AU-55.159 

1852 N-14. AU-55.159 

1853 N-24. MS-63 BN (NGC).219 

1853 N-24. AU-58.195 
The majority of the large cents in this issue of the Rare 

Coin Review’ are new purchases and are offered here for the first 

time. What an opportunity awaits you! And, each com is 

guaranteed to please! 

1854 N-5. Rarity4-. EF45.115 

1854 N-29. Rarity-3. MS-62 BN.210 

1855 N-3. Upright 5's. MS-64 RB. Predominantly light 

brown with just a touch of red.395 

1856 N-20. Rarity-3-. MS-63 BN.275 

Small Cents 
Flying Eagle Cents 

We offer several interesting examples of the vari¬ 

ous well-known varieties of the two dates of Flying 

Eagle cents issued for regular circulation-1857 and 

1858. 

1857 MS-64 (NGC). Light golden surfaces. Just pur¬ 

chased.895 

1857 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. Another neve pur¬ 

chase.895 

1858 Small Letters. MS-64. A and M of AMERICA do 

not touch. Highly lustrous with strong details on 

both sides.950 
The Small Letters obverse is quite distinctive. This 

general style was used only on certain Flying Eagle cents of 

this year. Those of 1856 and 1857 have larger letters as do 

certain others of 1858. 

1858 Small Letters. MS-62. 395 

Indian Head Cents 
In recent times Indian Head cents have attracted 

quite a few buyers, a well-deserved change from the 

market doldrums of a decade or so ago. Today, In¬ 

dian cents are coming into their own. However, 

despite this market activity, there are many excellent 

values to be had. Cherry picking —selecting for qual¬ 

ity—is always recommended. We do this when 

purchasing for our stock, and we suggest that you do 

it as well. If you buy from us, you get quality we have 

seen with our own eyes. Each coin vou buy has passed 

our test before we wrote out a Bowers and Merena 

check to buy it If vou buy elsewhere, simply remem¬ 

ber that price is just one part of the equation, and that 

when we buy coins for stock, we reject several Indian 

cents for every single piece we buy. Thus, while price 

is always important, in the field of Indian cents qual¬ 

ity is an integral part of the equation. There is no such 

thing as bargain price and high quality at the same 

time —you get one or the other. Take your pick! 

Over a long period of time many collectors with 

a penchant for quality have found our coins to be just 

what they have hoped for. 

1859 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. An attrac¬ 

tive business strike example of the issue.995 
The reverse design, what is variously called a laurel 

wreath (most popular nomenclature) or an olive wreath, was 

used only in 1859, thus isolating cents of this year as a one-year 

type 

1859 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with lustrous surfaces 

a choice piece that will be ideal for a type set or 

date collection.995 

1859 MS-63. Brilliant.429 

1859 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.429 

1862 MS-63. Brilliant. 185 

1862 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1862 AU-50. Brilliant.59 

1863 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.259 

1863 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.259 

1863 MS-63.149 

1863 AU-55. Brilliant.49 

1863 AU-50.45 

1864 Copper-nickel. MS-60.165 

1864 Bronze. MS-65 RB (ANACS).369 
First issue without L on ribbon, made beginning circa 

May 1864 to replace the copper-nickel format. 

1864 Bronze. MS-60.91 

1864 L on Ribbon. MS-64 RB. Brilliant..•..695 

1864 L on Ribbon. MS-63 BN (NGC). Brilliant.... 419 

1865 Proof-65 RB i\G( )  1,995 

1865 MS-60. Brilliant.91 

1866 MS-61 BN (NGC). Brilliant.420 

1867 MS-65 RB (NGC). Brilliant.975 

1867 MS-65 RB Pi GS|. 

1867 MS-64 BN (NGC). Fields are an attractive mix¬ 

ture of red and brown toning.415 

1867 MS-63 BN (NGC).329 

1868 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1868 EF45 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1869 MS-62 BN (NGC) Brilliant.510 

1869/9 VF-20.319 

1870 VF-30 (PCGS)...  240 

1871 MS-63 BN. Seemingly, a very attractive meeting 

ground between high grade and low price for this 

rare date..     595 

1872 MS-65 BN (NGC).1,850 

1872 VF-20.  315 

Gem 1873 Closed 3 Cent 

1873 Closed 3. MS-65 RB i \GC) A splendid specimen 

with the desirable woodgrain toning nicely mixing 

red and brown (Rick Snow opted to use a wood- 

grain-toned example of an Indian cent for the cover 

coin on his excellent book on the series).3,450 

A Buwr’s .uhl 
fitllni'Iasi’s Guide 
-1»-- 

Flying Eagle and 
Indian Cents 

A Buyer’s and Enthusiast’s Guide 
to Flying Eagle and Indian Cents 

by Q. David Bowers 

Meet each and every Flying Eagle and Indian cent issue 

through the pages of this fascinating book. This volume 

will make you an expert. 541 pages, profusely illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBM-311. List price $45.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Indiana Primitives 
and an Interesting Relic 

by Wayne Stafford 

Civil War tokens of the 1861-1865 period, 

numbering well over 10,000 known varieties, 

have long attracted an enthusiastic following of 

numismatists. From the very time of their in¬ 

ception they were included in catalogues of 

leading dealers including the highly regarded 

W.E. Woodward. 

In more recent times, the Civil War To¬ 

ken Society Journal has acted as a forum for 

the exchange of information on such pieces. 

While decades ago, most emphasis was placed 

upon the rarity and availability of certain is¬ 

sues, this has now evolved to the pursuit of 

knowledge pertaining to the designs of such 

pieces and who made them. 

Civil War tokens were produced by over 

two dozen manufacturers, most of whom were 

located in large cities such as Cincinnati (in 

particular), New York, and Philadelphia. Often 

the tokens were of a high degree of workman¬ 

ship, such as those made by the Scovill Co. in 

Waterbury, CT. Others were quite rustic or 

even crude in their die quality, letter arrange¬ 

ments, and other features. These latter issues 

are the numismatic equivalent of American 

folk art. Among these are the so-called ‘'Indi¬ 

ana Primitives," the subject of the following 

article by long-time collector Wayne Stafford. 

What about the Indiana Primitives? 

Some collectors don't like the Indiana 

Primitives because they are usually 

crudely struck and hard to find problem 

free and in high grade. When I first started 

collecting Civil War tokens in the early 

1960s they had little appeal to me either. 

Back then we didn't even know who the 

die sinker was. Growing to love the Indi¬ 

ana Primitives for me was a process that 

developed with time and an increased 

knowledge of the life and times of H.D. 

Higgins, an Indiana inventor, manufac¬ 

turer, and entrepreneur who resided in 

Mishawaka. Of course there was a special 

least here in 

the Midwest where we 

have large Amish com¬ 

munities. As David Glad- 

felter wrote in his article that ap¬ 

peared in the CWTS Journal in the summer 

of 1971 the Indiana Primitives are "charm¬ 

ing and distinctive examples of frontier 

Americana, crude¬ 

ly made yet attrac¬ 

tive in the same 

way that the Pine 

Tree shillings are at¬ 

tractive." 

About 20 years 

ago I decided to ex¬ 

pand my quest for 

Higgins pieces to in¬ 

clude a Higgins barom¬ 

eter. Since his tokens, 

described in the book, 

U.S. Civil War Tokens, by 

George and Melvin Fuld 

as Indiana 630A-la 

through 5b, advertise his 

barometer-making busi¬ 

ness I knew that finding 

one was a possibility. How¬ 

ever I thought it unlikely 

that one would turn up. Af¬ 

ter all, how many would he 

have made? I would expect 

the survival rate to be low. 

After investigating, 1 lo¬ 

cated a serious collector of 

American barometers in 

Florida and learned he had 

never heard of such a device 

bearing the name of Higgins. As 

I go to several antique shows 

each year, I decided to just in- 

I seemed to be turning up more 

than my fair share of Indiana Primi¬ 

tives locally, probably because of 

living fairly near where they were 

made. 1 increasingly admired the 

simple charm of the Indiana 

Primitives as the "country look" 

became popular among collec¬ 

tors with a sense of history, at 

appeal about them being the 

only Civil War tokens actually 

made in my home state. 

A breakthrough occurred 

in the early 1970s when David 

Gladfelter, through correspon¬ 

dence with Susie de Lorenzi, the eld¬ 

erly granddaughter of Higgins, was able to 

without doubt confirm that the die sinker 

of the Indiana Primitives was indeed 

Higgins. 
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quire among dealers who were from the 

Mishawaka area. Perhaps one of them 

might know of such an instrument. After 

nearly 20 years of asking, 1 was at an an¬ 

tique show in Goshen, Indiana, and met a 

dealer from South Bend. When 1 put the 

usual question to him, he said "1 have a 

Higgins barometer hanging in my kitchen. 

It's a local piece and I don't want to sell it 

very badly." 

He said that I could come to his home 

and see it. In about a week I visited him and 

managed to buy it. He told me that he had 

bought it from a dealer in about 1982 who 

said it came from an estate sale in Cassopolis, 

Michigan, of all places. 1 suppose that it's re¬ 

motely possible that it hung in Boyd & 

Bradly's grocery store (a token-issuer in that 

town). After all, most people probably 

couldn't afford a barometer back then. 

So what about this Higgins barometer? 

It has a simple folk art look and the wood is 

black walnut. The brass face plate has been 

neatly hand-engraved with jeweler's tools 

in tenths of an inch between 27 and 31 

inches, probably by Higgins himself. H.D. 

HIGGINS has been stamped in a curved 

line above MISHAWAKA, the latter inscrip¬ 

tion being stamped in a straight line. The 

glass tube that held the mercury is not bro¬ 

ken, but the reservoir has lost its seal, pre¬ 

venting it from registering the atmospheric 

pressure. The accompanying thermometer 

still works and was made by J. Kendall of 

N. Lebanon, New York. 

Now that I have my Higgins barom¬ 

eter I still look for another one. Maybe it 

would be of a different design and, who 

knows, it might even show impressions 

from the same punches Higgins used to 

make his Indiana Primitive token dies with 

in the 1860s. 

I'm happy to share the pictures of my 

find with my fellow collectors, along with 

the story of my quest. If there is a lesson 

here, it is simply that persistence can give 

you the desired reward, at least if you are 

also a little lucky. 

1925 was a time of celebration in San Francisco with focus 

on the Diamond Jubilee held in honor of California's 75th 

year of statehood. Well known to numismatists is the com¬ 

memorative half dollar designed by Jo Mora, a motif which 

dealer B. Max Mehl, writing in 1937, considered to be the most 

beautiful in the commemorative series. Recently we acquired the 

illustration above showing the Jubilee celebration itself, this 

being part of an advertisement by the C.W. Parker Amuse¬ 

ment Company of Leavenworth, KS. Several Parker outfits 

were setup at the San Francisco docks, this one in front of Pier 

18 of the Pacific Steamship Company. If any of our readers 

have access to San Francisco newspapers from the era and can 

find any clippings about half dollars being sold at the event, we 

would be happy to publish them in a future issue. Concerning Parker, he was promi¬ 

nent in the carnival and circus business and ran traveling shows as well as engaging 

in the manufacture of equipment. It is said that Dwight D. Eisenhower worked in 

Parker's factory for a short time. Parker was a ballyhoo artist with few peers, and a re¬ 

view of his advertising during the mid-1920s shows many exaggerations. 

Counterfeiting in 1812 
The following is from Niles' Regis¬ 

ter, lanuary 18, 1812: 

Baltimore, January 18,1812 

Bank notb — For many years past 

the people of the Eastern states have 

been much vexed and injured by a 

gang of counterfeiters, chieflv rendez¬ 

vousing in Canada, and detection was 

rendered more difficult on account of 

the moral impossibility of acquiring a 

critical knowledge of the numerous 

and different notes in circulation. But, 

lately counterfeits to a prodigious 

amount have been discovered on the 

Kinks of the middle states, some of 

which are admirably executed. If able 

to obtain a list and description of them, 

it shall have a place in the Register. It is 

stated that three persons were taken up 

at Washington city a few days since, one 

of whom had in his possession coun¬ 

terfeit notes to the amount of S6ZOOO. 

In their new emissions of paper 

many of the Kinks Kive taken what ap¬ 

pears to be the most effectual Kirrier to 

counterfeits. The unrivaled beauty of 

their engrailing, the joint labor of a con¬ 

stellation of artists at Philadelphia, 

and the superiority of their paper, 

throw, we would hope, insuperable 

difficulties in the way; and, besides, 

the style of the work is so remarkable 

that every man may easily become ac¬ 

quainted with the genuine bills. 
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1873 Open 3. MS-65 RB (NGC).950 

1874 MS-65 BN.375 

1874 MS-64 RB (NGC).345 

1875 MS-65 RB (NGC). Brilliant.835 

1875 MS-64 RB.359 

1876 MS-64 RB (PCGS).355 

1876 EF-40 (ANACS). Nice eye appeal.149 

Important Proof 1877 Rarity 

1877 Proof-63 RB (PCGS). Of all Philadelphia Mint 

Indian cent dates, this is the most desired, the 

most important. This lovely Proof is listed here for 

the first time. If you've been seeking a nice ex¬ 

ample, you'll enjoy having this one in your collec¬ 

tion.2,950 

1877 G-4. A very nice example of this issue.495 

1878 MS-64 RB. Brilliant.550 
Last of the somewhat scarce years in the Indian cent 

series. The later Philadelphia Mint issues 1879-1909 are all 

more easily availably 

1878 MS-64 RB (PCGS).550 

1879 MS-64 RB (PCGS).219 

1879 AU-58. Brilliant.75 

1879 EF-40.65 

1881 MS-64 RB (ANACS). Nice lustre and eye ap¬ 

peal.129 

1882 EF-45.16 

1883 Proof-64 RB (Photo Certified Coin Institute).. 195 

1883 MS-64 RB (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1883 MS-64 RB (PCGS).149 

1883 MS-63 BN.69 

1884 MS-63 RB (PCGS).135 

1885 MS-64 RB. Scarcest date of its era. Always popu¬ 

lar, always in demand.275 

1886 Type II. MS-64 BN. Very elusive in this high 

grade.675 

1887 MS-64 BN.95 

1887 MS-63 BN.65 

1888 MS-64 RB. Mostly red.299 

1888 MS-64 RB (ANACS).299 

1888 MS-63 BN.135 

1889 MS-64 RD.425 

1889 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.133 

1889 MS-63 BN.59 

1890 MS-63 RB.70 

1891 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.140 

1892 MS-64 RB (ANACS). Attractive satiny sur¬ 

faces.140 

1893 MS-64 RB (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1893 MS-63 BN.35 

1894 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.165 

1896 MS-64 RB.99 

1896 MS-63 RB. Brilliant.45 

1898 MS-66 RB. Brilliant.395 

1898 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1899 AU-50.18 

1901 MS-63 RB.45 

1901 MS-62 RB.32 

1901 AU-50.16 

1903 AU-55.19 

1905 AU-55.19 

1906 AU-50.18 

1907 MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.375 

1907 MS-64 RB.31 

1908-S MS-63 BN (NGC). Very pleasing.240 

1909 Indian. MS-63 RB..95 

Lincoln Cents 
Lincoln cents are one of the most popular series 

under the American numismatic sun, and on every 

buying trip we keep a weather eye out for nice ones. 

As a reader of the Rare Coin Review you are the ben¬ 

eficiary of this effort. 

As guides to appreciation and collecting, there are 

several fine books on Lincoln cents, one of which we 

published, The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents, by 

David Lange. This guide tells you just about all you 

ever wanted to know about Lincoln cents from 1909 

onward, plus a lot of things you probably never 

dreamed of asking about! Certainly, this volume is 

worth having if you are at all interested in Lincoln 

cents, or even have just a few scarce pieces. As we 

have said many times, the enjoyment of a coin can be 

multiplied by having something interesting to read 

about it. 

1909 V.D.B. MS-63 (PCI).14 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-65 RB (PCGS). Lovely.1,850 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-65 BN (NGC). Brilliant.1,295 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-64 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.1,195 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-64 RB.995 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-63 BN. Lustrous and attrac¬ 

tive.925 

1909-S V.D.B. MS-63 BN (PCGS).925 

1909-S V.D.B. EF-45 (PCGS).649 

1909-S V.D.B. VG-10 BN (NGC).435 

1909 Lincoln. MS-65 RD.65 

1909 Lincoln. MS-64 RD.29 

1909 Lincoln. MS-64 RB.22 

1909 Lincoln. MS-63 RD.19 

1909-S MS-64 RB (ANACS).149 

1910 MS-65 RD.75 

1910-S MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1910-S MS-60 RB. ffi 

1910- S AU-58 (PCGS). <>' 

1911 MS-65 RD.135 

1911 MS-60.18 

1911- D MS-65 RD Brilliant and beautiful. Hard to 

find at this grade level.750 

1911-D MS-64 RB. L35 

1911- S MS-64 RB (PCGS).245 

1912 MS-65 RB.135 

1912 MS-65 BN. 0 

1912- S MS-60.99 

1913 MS-65 RD.195 

1913- D MS-65 RD. Brilliant. A beautiful specimen. A 

1913-D cent of this quality is not found often. 945 

1913-D MS-64 RB.145 

1913-S EF-45 (PCGS).45 

1914 MS-65 RB. Brilliant.135 

1914 MS-64 RB.59 

Notable Mint State 1914-D Cent 

1914-D MS-65 RB. Sharply struck, mostly brilliant 

red, and very attractive overall. A notably excel¬ 

lent and desirable specimen of this highly impor¬ 

tant Lincoln cent rarity.3,950 

Rare 1914-D Cent 

1914-D MS-64 RB (NGC). A second splendid speci¬ 

men that is high in the ranks of quality pieces to 

come on the market in our generation. We guar¬ 

antee you will be pleased!.3,100 

Tilt; C o M I* 1 t T I (.tint T n 

LINCOLN 

CENTS 

The Complete Guide to Lincoln Cents 
by David Lange 

Everything you need to know about this series. Highly 

acclaimed and with enough information for two books! 

392 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BLA-107. List price $43.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Colonial and Copper Coins for Sale i 
1914-D MS-60. Pale reddish orange surfaces resulting 

from an old cleaning. Not cherrypicked, but 

bought with a group. Still desirable and, of 

course, satisfaction is guaranteed. A "lot of coin 

for the money.".1,095 

1914-D EF-40... 465 

1914-D EF-40 (ANACS).465 

1914-D VF-30 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1914-D VF-20 (ANACS).210 

1914- D F-12 (PCGS).169 

1915- D MS-65 RD. Brilliant.435 

1915-D MS-64 RB. A fine specimen at what seems to 

be a low price.119 

1915-S MS-64 RB. Brilliant. Quite elusive at this 

grade level, especially with regard to the vast 

number of numismatists seeking high-quality 

Lincoln cents.375 

1915- S AU-50.65 

1916 MS-66 RB. Brilliant.115 

1916 MS-65 RD. 85 

1916- D MS-65 BN. 165 

1916-D MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1916-S MS-64 BN.135 

1916- S AU-58 (PCGS).25 

1917 MS-65 RB.65 

1917- D MS-65 RB. Brilliant.375 

1917-D MS-64 RD. Brilliant. 165 

1917- S MS-65 RB.375 

1918 MS-65 RD. 129 

1918 MS-65 (PCI).129 

1918- S MS-64 RD (PCGS).850 

1919 MS-65 RD.75 

1919- D MS-64 BN.145 

1919-S MS-65 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

1919- S MS-64 RB.245 

1920 MS-64 RD.39 

1920- S MS-65 RB Very scarce in this high grade. 550 

1920- S MS-64 BN. Brilliant.159 

1921 MS-64 RD. Brilliant.79 

1921- S MS-65 RB (NGC). The 1921-S is a key issue 

in the decade of the 1920s. Relatively few exist in 

this combination of sharp striking and high 

grade.1,495 

1921-S MS-64 RB. Brilliant.335 

1921- S AU-58 (PCGS). 83 

1922- D MS-60 RB.79 

1923 MS-65 RD.165 

1923- S EF-45.25 

1924 MS-64 RB. Brilliant.55 

1924-D MS-64 RB. Brilliant. Lots of foundational value 

Coming Your Way! 
Some really interesting issues of the 

Rare Coin Review and the Coin Collector 

are in the works. Be sure your sub¬ 

scription is up to date, so as not to miss 

a single one! And, some really notable 

auction catalogues will be arriving in 

your mailbox, too. 

here (we have always felt that Mint State coins 

that are rare in lower grades as well offer an espe¬ 

cially good value, at least in the traditional numis¬ 

matic sense).395 

1925 MS-65 RB. 

1925-D MS-64 RB.115 

1925-S MS-64 BN.145 

1925- S AU-55 (PCGS).27 

1926 MS-65 RD.39 

1926 MS-64 RD.24 

1926- 1) MS-62 RB Brilliant. 85 

1927 MS-64 RD. 45 

1927- D MS-64 RB. Brilliant. 110 

1927-D MS-63 RD.135 

1927- S MS-63 RI) . 149 

1928 MS-65 RD. 65 

PCS MS-64 RD. 35 

1928- D MS-64 RD. 135 

! 928 D MS63 RD . 79 

1929 MS-66 RD. 99 

1929MS65RD Brilliant. 

1929- D MS-65 RD. 189 

1929- D MS-64 RB.39 

1930 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

l^iu ms-65 RD. *2 

1930- D MS-66 RD.99 

1930-D MS-63 RB.25 

1930-S MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant. Going! Going! 

Almost gone! In fact, as this Rare Coin Review goes 

to press we have only nine left! We recently 

bought a little cache of these, all from a bank- 

wrapped Mint State roll. If you've been seeking a 

nice 1930-S, buy one for just.39 

1931-D MS-64 RB..99 

1931-D MS-64 BN.79 

1931-D MS-63 RB. Brilliant.79 

1931-D MS-63 BN.65 

1931-D MS-60.55 

1931-D AU-55.42 

1931-S MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant I he low mintage 

of this issue seems to insure its eternal popular¬ 

ity.265 

1931 -S MS-64 RD. Brilliant.130 

1932M&66RD. 
1933 MS-65 RD. 69 
1933 MS-65 RD (PCGS).69 

1934 MS-66 RD.35 

1934- D MS-64 RD.25 

1935- S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.150 

1935-S MS-65 RD.55 

1937 MS-67 RD (NGC).69 

1937 MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant. We just purchased 

a little group of these. Buy one for only.47 

1937 MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.16 

1937- D MS-67 RD (NGC).44 

1938 MS-67 RD (NGC).49 

1938- D MS-67 RD (NGC).49 

1938-S MS-67 RD (NGC).49 

1938-S MS-66 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.47 

1938-S MS-65 RD. Brilliant.16 

1938-S MS-65 RD (PCGS). Brilliant. Going! Going! 

Nearly gone! We bought a nice cache of well over 

100 specimens, and they have been selling 

quickly. If you want one, act now. To spread them 

around, we limit them to one per buyer for (gosh, 

the certification cost alone is worth nearly our 

price!).16 

1939-D MS-67 RD (NGC).49 

1939- S MS-67 RD (NGC).49 

1940- S MS-67 RD (NGC).14 

1941- D MS-67 RD (NGC).35 

1941- S MS-67 RD (NGC).16 

1942- S MS-67 RD (NGC).16 

1944-D/S EF-40 (PCI).165 

1950 Proof-65 RB. First year of the "new" Proof series, 

the production of such pieces having been sus¬ 

pended since 1942. 29 

Choice 1955 Doubled Die 

1955 Doubled Die. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Lustrous. A 

lovely specimen of one of the most desired coins 

of the past half century.5,250 
A detailed account of this issue appeared in Dave 

Bowers' first book. Corns and Colleclors. 19W. by which time the 

1955 Doubted Die cent was only rune years old. 

1955 Doubled Die. MS-63 BN (PCGS) Lustrous and 

beautiful. Always in demand.1,595 

1955 Doubled Die. MS-62 BN (NGC) Frosty and lus¬ 

trous.   1.450 

1955 Doubled Die. MS-61 BN (NGC).1,395 

1972 Doubled Die MS-64 RD (PCGS). Brilliant.. 289 

1984 Doublede Die. MS-66 RD (PCI). Brilliant.... 245 

Two-Cent Pieces 
Our selection of two-cent pieces consists prima¬ 

rily of new purchases just added to our stock and 

offered here for the first time The selection begins in 

a notable wav with the rare 1864 Small Motto. 

1864 Small Motto. MS-64 RB (PCGS). Scarce in all 

grades, quite rare in choice Mint State.1,195 

1864 Large Motto. MS-65 RB (NGC).450 

1864 Large Motto. MS-65 RB (PCGS). Satiny red with 

some brown on the high points.450 

1864 Large Motto, Doubled Die. Breen-2377. AU-50. 

Lustrous medium tan surfaces. A delicacy for the 

specialist.315 

1865 Plain 5. MS-65 BN (PCGS). Lustrous deep tan 

with a hint of red visible.395 

1865 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1865 MS-60. Brilliant.85 

1865 Plain 5. AU-55.69 

1866 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1866 AU-55.69 

1866 AU-50 (PCGS).63 

1867 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1868 Proof-65 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1868 MS-63 RB.195 

1869 MS-65 RB.495 
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Two- and Three-Cent Pieces for Sale 4 
1869 MS-65 RB (PCGS). Pleasing amounts of red 

blend warmly on tan surfaces. Nicely struck and 
fully lustrous.495 

1869 MS-64 BN (PCGS).259 

1869 MS-62 BN.165 

1870 MS-64 RB (PCGS). Brilliant.525 

1871 MS-63 RB.435 

1871 MS-60. Brilliant.235 

Splendid Gem 1872 Two-Cent Piece 

1872 Proof-65 RD (PCGS). A truly splendid specimen 

of this elusive date. Quality, this is it! Just pur¬ 

chased.2,250 

Rare Gem 1873 Two Cents 

1873 Closed 3. Proof-65 RB (PCGS). Just purchased 

and offered here for the first time. The key date in 

the series. Struck only in Proof format with no 

related business strikes. This is one of the finest 

quality Proof-65 pieces we've ever seen.2,450 
Acquired as having been from B. Max Mehl, which 

could well be the case as we imagine that this indefatigable 

Fort Worth, TX, dealer handled as many 1873 two-cent pieces 

as anyone. 

Brilliant and Rare 1873 2<t Rarity 

1873 Closed 3. Proof-64 RD (PCGS). Beautiful and 

rare. Another nice specimen of the most desired 

single date in the series.2,395 

Nickel 3<t Pieces 
Nickel three-cent pieces, 1865-1889, include a 

number of scarce and rare pieces, but none of such 

great rarity that they are beyond the realm of 

affordability. You'll appreciate our quality and 

value. 

1865 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. A pleasing specimen of 

the first year of issue. Not rare, but certainly 

popular!.595 

1865 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.239 

1866 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. Ideal for a type set. 835 

1866 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.  265 

1867 MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.235 

1867 AU-58. Lightly toned.65 

1868 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.235 

1870 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,495 

1870 MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned.275 

1871 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.539 

1872 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.995 

1872 MS-63. Brilliant.245 

1873 Closed 3. MS-63. Brilliant.259 

1873 Closed 3. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1873 Closed 3. AU-58. Brilliant.110 

1873 Open 3. MS-64 (NGC). Lustrous with light cham¬ 

pagne toning.395 

1874 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.925 

1874 AU-58. Brilliant.75 

1875 MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned.299 

1875 MS-62. Brilliant.179 

1876 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant. Centennial year 

coin.1,395 

1876 Proof-63 (NGC). Light golden surfaces.315 

1876 AU-58. Brilliant.165 

1878 VF-20. Rare. A Proof which was "spent" years 

ago! Not that it makes a bit of difference, but in VF 

grade this 1878 is at least 50 times rarer than a 

specimen in Proof-60 or finer preservation... 545 

1881 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.329 

1881 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.329 

1882 Proof-63. Brilliant.375 

1883 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant with a whisper of 

golden color.895 

1884 Proof-64. Brilliant.435 

1886 Proof-65 (ANACS).465 

1887 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light champagne toning. Rar¬ 

est Proof nickel three-cent piece of the decade, and 

about twice as rare as the 1887/6. 1,050 
Mint records show that 2,960 Proofs were struck in 

1887. By our observation we would estimate that approxi¬ 

mately 1,000 of these were the 1887 "Perfect Date" as offered 

here, with the remaining 2,000 being the 1887/6. As a Proof the 

1887 is even rarer than the famous 1877, although the literature 

does not reflect this. 

1889 MS-64. Brilliant.455 

Silver 3C Pieces 
Silver three-cent pieces, sometimes called 

trimes, are another series in which completion is a 

reality for the serious collector. Although there are 

some scarce dates in the 1851-1873 series, particu¬ 

larly the dates after 1862, all can be acquired with 

some perseverance. 

We present a very nice selection of trimes, each 

carefully selected and priced to be a good value. 

1854 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. Ideal for a tvpe set, rep¬ 

resenting as it does the first year of the Type II 

configuration. By the way, building a type set is 

one of the most interesting ways to enjoy early 

American coins.795 

1854 AU-55 (ANACS). Brilliant.275 

1855 MS-60 (NGC). Nicely toned in rainbow irides¬ 

cence.499 

1855 AU-58 (ANACS). Golden toning.350 

1856 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous with satiny 

sheen. We have found that the 1856 in this grade 

is rarer than the lower mintage 1855 of the same 

type.1,595 

1857 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. As a class, the trimes of 

1854-1858 are very rare in Mint State.775 

1858 MS-63 (PCGS). Delicate golden toning. Al¬ 

though most 1858 trimes are lightly struck, the 

present piece is somewhat of an exception and is 

much sharper than normally seen.645 

1860 MS-63 (NGC). A brilliant and attractive speci¬ 

men. A popular date and, as such, highly afford¬ 

able for a type set.395 

1861 MS-65 (NGC). Very lustrous and frosty. Attrac¬ 

tive delicate golden toning. Make Bowers and 

Merena your focal point for quality!.895 

1861 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.  135 

1861 AU-50. Brilliant.119 

186^1 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and frosty. Popular 

overdate variety. The overdate feature is very 

sharp. A very high-quality specimen you'll enjoy 

having as a focal point in your collection or type 

set.1,145 

1862 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.475 

Longacrc's Two-Cent Piece 

IH64 Mifibuuon Guide 

'■L* 

^ * 

Long acre’s Two-Cent Piece: 
1864 Attribution Guide 

by Frank Leone 

Every idiosyncracy of the two-cent piece has been stud¬ 

ied by this well-known author. Offers hours of enjoyment 

attributing your collection. 248 pages, illustrated. 

Spiralbound. Stock No. BLE-440. List price $24.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Three- and Five-Cent Pieces for Sale k 
1862 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A pleasing specimen of 

the last generally circulating date in the series. 

Such pieces were paid out by the Treasury during 

the first half of 1862. 475 

1862 MS-63 (PCGS). Lightly toned.265 

1863 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. A rarity at this grade 

level. Graded MS-63, but probably if you were to 

grade it MS-64 few would contest it; in other 

words, this is a very nice MS-63. 945 

1868 MS-63 (NGC). Gray and lilac toning. A very rare 

date, and in business strike form far rarer than in 

Proof format.1,695 

1871 AU-58 (PCGS). Ever-popular rare date. Attrac¬ 

tive golden surfaces.550 

Nickel 5<t Pieces 
Shield Nickels 

Shield nickels, introduced in 1866, went on to be¬ 

come a very popular denomination, one that is still a 

staple of trade and commerce today. 

Gem Mint State 1866 Nickel 

1866 Rays. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and frosty. An 

exceptionally nice example of the first year of is¬ 

sue, and a great way to begin our listing. .. 2,600 
I n 19th-century catalogues, such as those issued by) W 

Scott & Co., New York, it was popular to call the With Rays 

design the "Stars and Bars" motif which, in retrospect, may be 

more appropriate than present day terminology. 

1866 Rays. MS-60 (PCGS). Light golden toning.. 275 

1866 Rays. EF40.115 

1867 Rays. MS-64 (PCGS). Attractive light golden 

surfaces. RRR (as a New Netherlands Coin Co. 

catalogue of the 1950s might have said). Just pur¬ 

chased, this coin is an elegant combination of 

high-grade and excellent eye appeal, and a find for 

the connoisseur.895 

1867 Rays. AU-55. Brilliant.195 

1867 No Rays. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. First year of 

the modified design.675 
It was believed that the elimination of rays on the 

reverse would permit the design details to be better and more 

fully struck on high-speed presses. 

1869 Proof-64 (NGC). Wonderful lustre with light 

golden surfaces.495 

1870 Proof-64 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

1870 MS-65 (NGC). Light golden toning.975 

1871 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant. A gorgeous specimen 

of a highly prized date, not because Proofs are 

great rarities, but due to the elusive quality of 

business strikes, which places additional market 

pressure on Proofs.1,095 

1872 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful.825 

1872 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. At this level a Mint State 

coin is rarer than a Proof.595 

1872 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A very pleasing speci¬ 

men.595 

1873 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.765 

1874 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and very attrac¬ 

tive.575 

1874 MS-63. Brilliant.299 

1875 Proof-65 (NGC) Brilliant 1,950 
1875 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous Most prob¬ 

ably, a MS-64 coin is rarer than a Proof-64 for this 

date.595 

1878 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant Second lowest mint¬ 

age issue in the Shield nickel series. A classic that 

is always in demand.645 

1879/8 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant A beautiful ex¬ 

ample of this popular overdate issue; one of rela¬ 

tively few overdates in any series struck in Proof 

format.795 

1879 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant Much rarer in business 

strike form than in equivalent Proof preservation. 

The connoisseur and specialist will really enjoy 

this coin. Just purchased.1,150 

1881 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant I ver popular low- 

mintage date.1,095 

1881 Proof-65 (NGC) Lustrous with light gold sur¬ 

faces. Just purchased.725 

1881 Proof-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.315 

1881 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. Ten to 20 times rarer 

than an equivalent Proof!.995 

1881 MS-62 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with just a whisper 

of light golden toning. Another specimen of a date 

remarkable for its low business strike mintage, one 

of the lowest of the five-cent denomination.625 

1882 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1882 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant. Ideal for a type 

set.595 

1882 MS-65 (NGC). Pale champagne iridescence. A 

delightful example. The devices are sharp and the 

fields have a texture intermediate between satiny 

and prooflike.535 

1882 MS-64 (NCQ. Brilliant.279 

1882 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.279 

1883 Shield. Proof-64 (f^CGS). Brilliant..*..385 

1883 Shield. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

Liberty Head Nickels 

We have always enjoyed Liberty Head nickels, 

and in our book. Adventures with Rare Coins (which is 

now out of print and will probably stay that way, al¬ 

though we might write a sequel), we devoted a 

chapter to these interesting pieces — mentioning, of 

course, the landmark 1913, but, equally important, 

spending quite a bit of time with the more plentiful 

dates such as common issues in the 1900-1910 era. 

Liberty nickels are readily collectible by date for 

the years 1883-1912 While the 1885,1886, and 1912- 

S are elusive, they are still within the range of most 

advanced collectors. 

1883 No CENTS. Proof-62 (PCGS). Light gold and 

rose surfaces.-.275 

Don't Tell the Surgeon General 

Shown here is a 2X photograph of 

one of the more popular tokens in nu¬ 

mismatic circles circa 1860. Issued by 

token collector J.N.T. Levick, who was 

in the tobacco business, the inscription 

is self-explanatory. The tobacco trade 

was also the profession of well-known 

Edward Groh, a prime mover in the 

American Numismatic Society. 

Today, smoking is "out" in many 

circles, but we are not quite sure about 

the government's attitude. At 

home, warning signs are posted, 

but we recently heard that a pro¬ 

posal is being made to provide 

government assistance to 

American tobacco companies 

marketing their products over¬ 

seas. And, anyone reading the 

Starr Report knows that Bill 

Clinton keeps a supply of cigars on 

hand. 
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Nickel Five-Cent Pieces for Sale A 
1883 No CENTS. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

In the 1880s it was popular rumor that the Mint had 

made a mistake in the design of this coin (which, in a way, it 

had) and that all pieces would be immediately recalled (which 

they were not) and would rise to achieve immense value. For 

a time, the offering of 1883 No CENTS nickels was a popular 

feature of advertisements of coin as well as stamp and curio 

dealers, the listings of John M. Hubbard in The Curiosity World 

being but one of many examples. 

1883 With CENTS. AU-55. Brilliant.79 

1883 With CENTS. AU-50. Brilliant.69 

1884 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1884 AU-55. Brilliant.95 

1885 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1885 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. This is a very attrac¬ 

tive and somewhat interesting specimen of the 

date of its decade. While undoubtedly struck as a 

Proof, it does have some grainy mint lustre, and 

it probably could just as easily be called prooflike 

Mint State. Of course, Mint State coins at this level 

are even rarer than Proofs. There is an interesting 

lint mark in the obverse field, which adds to the 

character of this piece. By any account, this is a 

very desirable specimen of this key issue.850 

1885 MS-63. Brilliant. Very rare so fine. Another of the 

many new purchases offered in this Rare Coin 

Review.1,150 

1886 Proof-65 (NGC). Lustrous with light champagne 

surfaces. Second only to the 1885 in its fame as a 

scarce Liberty Head nickel date of the 19th cen¬ 

tury.699 

1886 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.699 

1887 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1887 MS-63 (PCGS). Light toning.189 

1888 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.645 

1888 MS-63. Brilliant.219 

1888 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1889 Proof-65 (PCGS). Lightly toned.595 

1890 Proof-64. Brilliant.265 

1891 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.635 

1891 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous with gold surfaces. 119 

1891 EF-45 (PCGS).49 

1892 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1892 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1893 MS-65 (NGC). Lightly toned.765 

1894 AU-55. Brilliant.225 

1896 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,450 

1898 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1898 AU-58. Brilliant.85 

1899 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light gold toning.635 

1899 Proof-64 (NGC). Golden surfaces.299 

1900 AU-58. Brilliant.59 

1901 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.495 

1901 MS-62. Brilliant.75 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1904 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. Sparkling, "as you like 

it.".1,150 

1904 AU-58.49 

1905 Proof-65 (PCGS). Light gold surfaces.595 

1905 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1906 Proof-66 (NGC). Brilliant. Rare, and what a nice 

coin it is!.975 

1906 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1907 MS-64 (NGC). Light golden surfaces.165 

1909 MS-63. Brilliant.135 

1909 MS-62. Brilliant.115 

1910 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1911 Proof-65 (NGC). Brilliant.565 

1912 Proof-65 (NGC). Light golden toning.575 

1912 MS-63. Brilliant.105 

1912 AU-58. Brilliant.59 

1912-D MS-63. Brilliant.365 

1912-D MS-63 (NGC). Lightly toned.365 

1912-S EF-40. Brilliant. Low-mintage issue.665 

1912-S F-15.H5 

Buffalo Nickels 
We've been buying! And, to satisfy the continu¬ 

ing demand, a lot of effort has been spent on 

acquiring choice Buffalo nickels. 

Buffalo nickels are among the most popular of all 

20th-century issues. We endeavor to maintain a fine 

inventory of quality pieces, which takes quite a bit of 

effort, especially with regard to Mint State coins of the 

branch mints (high-quality Philadelphia pieces being 

somewhat easier to find). 

The result is that we have a simply breathtaking, 

outstanding, memorable—you name it—offering of 

pieces, with emphasis on high grades such as MS-63, 

MS-64, and MS-65, and of the earlier dates! Suffice it 

to say, if Buffalo nickels are your forte, you have come 

to the right place. Pay particular attention to the beau¬ 

tiful MS-64 coins we offer, a grade which challenges 

the gem level, but which is available for far less than 

an MS-65 coin. And, when you consider that our 

coins are cherrypicked for quality, our MS-64 coins 

are nicer than some of the MS-65 coins "out there" in 

other places! 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. Matte Proof-65 (PCGS). Light 

gold surfaces. Highly important as the first type of 

the design and, logically, the only Matte Proof of 

this style. A find for an advanced type set.... 2,450 

1913 Buffalo. Type I. AU-55. Brilliant.25 

1913-D Buffalo. Type I. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant... 79 

1913-D Buffalo. Type I. AU-58 (NGC). Very attrac¬ 

tive.45 

1913-S Buffalo. Type I. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 625 

Superb Gem 1913 Type II Nickel 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-67 (NGC). Bril¬ 

liant and beautiful. One of the nicest we have ever 

seen of this scarce issue. Just purchased! ... 3,295 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. Matte Proof-66 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant. Just purchased! How unusual to have two 

gems at once!.2,050 

1913 Buffalo. Type II. AU-55.29 

1913-D Buffalo. Type II. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 419 

1913-D Buffalo. Type II. EF-45.95 

Superb 1913-S Type II Nickel 

1913-S Buffalo. Type II. MS-65 (PCGS). Very 

sharply struck with attractive golden surfaces. 

This is an important condition rarity among Buf¬ 

falo nickels.2,895 
Of the basic dates and mintmarks, the 1913-S Type II 

years ago was considered to be one of the top two or three 

"key" issues, but today, although it remains as rare as ever, it 

is somewhat overlooked. Publicity does change as generations 

of collectors come and go and different things are emphasized. 

Whenever we see a nice 1913-S Type II we buy it, but despite 

being rather aggressive in this regard, we usually have no 

specimens at all in stock or, at most, a handful in different 

grades. 

1913-S Buffalo. Type II. MS-64. Brilliant. Another 

attractive specimen of this erstwhile famous rar¬ 

ity. Sure to please.895 

1913-S Buffalo. Type II. MS-63. Brilliant. A nice com¬ 

bination of rarity, high grade, and reasonable 

price.595 

1913- S Buffalo. Type II. AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant. 350 

1914 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant, sharp, and lus¬ 

trous.350 

1914 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.350 

1914- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,625 

1914-D VF-30.69 

1914-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,795 

1914-S MS-63. Brilliant.395 

1915 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. 245 

1915-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful. If qual¬ 

ity is important to you, you've come to the right 

place. If you are buying "numbers," but not spe¬ 

cific quality, then there are places to buy cheaper 

(after all, the items w'e do not buy have to be sold 

by others).2,095 

1915-D MS-62. Brilliant. 249 
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The 1998 Glidden Antique Car Tour 

The occasion was the Glidden Tour of 

antique automobile enthusiasts which 

stopped at the Town Dock in Wolfeboro on 

Monday, September 28, tor an excursion 

around our town. On hand to 

greet 800 car enthusiasts as they 

arrived in town on the M/S Mount 

Washington cruise ship were many 

local residents, including several 

members of the Bowers and Mer- 

ena staff, as well as antique boat 

owners and enthusiasts who es¬ 

corted the Mount Washington 

through Wolfeboro Bay to the 

Town Docks. 

Dave Bowers was on hand 

with his automatically played (by 

paper rolls) National calliope, built 

in 1921, which played old-time 

melodies, circus tunes, and other 

songs. A good time was had by all. 

Top: Local antique boat owners welcome the At/S Mount W ashington as 

she pulls into Wolfeboro Bay. Top Left: Our friend, Robert Miller, had fun 

looking at all the old cars and boats. Above: Glidden Tour enthusiasts ar¬ 

rive on the Mount Washington at the Tow n Docks in Wolfeboro Bay. 

▲ Rosalie Minnerly, 

Guy Hughes, Robin 

Edgerly, and Jim and 

Vicki Walgreen at 

the Town Docks 

enjoying a close look 

at all the beautiful 

cars and boats. 

▲ Guy Hughes and Dave Bowers take care of the music with 

Dave's 1921 National calliope. 

◄ Youngsters and an old timer: Shown here is an old-time car, a 

beautiful 1936 Packard convertible owned by Jim and Vicki 

Walgreen, together with some youngsters nearby-Vicki, Dave 

Bowers, and Rosalie Minnerly. 
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Nickel Five-Cent Pieces for Sale 4 
1915-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. Very elusive in this high 

grade and in the quality of the example here offered. 

A splendid item for the connoisseur. 1,150 
1915- S EF-40.125 

1916 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1916 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1916- D VF-30.32 

1916- D VF-20.22 

1917 MS-64. Brilliant.185 

1917- D MS-64. Brilliant.845 

1917-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.845 

1917-D MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden toning.845 

1917-D MS-63 (NGC). Light golden toning.719 

1917-D MS-63 (PCGS). Attractive light golden toning. 

A lovely piece that is sure to please.719 

1917-D MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. A choice ex¬ 

ample at this grade level.475 

1918/7-D F-12 (ANACS).1,085 

1918 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.499 

Splendid 1918-D Nickel 

1918-D MS-64 (NGC). Delicately toned. A superb 

strike, and worthy of close attention and interest 

for this fact, in addition to its quality as an MS-64. 

If you could find 10 specimens of the 1918-D Buf¬ 

falo nickel in MS-64 grade and line them up in a 

row, we expect this would be at the head of the 

group, quality-wise! A find for the connoisseur 

and specialist.2,295 

1918-D EF-40.160 

1919 MS-65 (NGC). Beautiful light gold surfaces.399 

Gorgeous 1919-D Nickel 

1919-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with attractive light 

golden toning. This gorgeous 1919-D is one of 

the nicest examples we have had in recent years. 

An opportunity for the connoisseur to acquire a 

truly outstanding piece, a Buffalo nickel that will 

be displayed with pleasure for many years to 

come.2,450 

— To Place Your Order — 
Call Us Toll-Free 1-800-222-5993 

OR 
Fax Us (603) 569-5319 

High-Quality 1919-S Nickel 

1919-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with a whisper of ton¬ 

ing. A splendid coin of especially choice quality; 

one of the nicest we have ever seen or handled, a 

coin that outranks some we've seen graded as MS- 

65! If quality is your forte, you'll really enjoy hav¬ 

ing this as a centerpiece in your collection. . 3,995 

1920 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.179 

Beautiful Mint State 1920-S Nickel 

1920-S MS-64 (PCGS). Wonderful lustre with toning 

in blue and gold. Very attractive. A superb strike 

for a 1920-S. Quality such as this is very difficult 

to find. A true prize, this 1920-S will delight the 

connoisseur and advanced numismatist. Cer¬ 

tainly, this variety in this grade is one of the key 

issues to completing a Buffalo nickel set.... 3,995 

1920-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. A splendid speci¬ 

men.1,450 

1920-S VF-30.83 

1921 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Not a rarity, but so nice 

to own.635 

1921 MS-64 (NGC). Light golden surfaces.350 

1923 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.535 

1923-S EF-45 (ANACS).275 

1923-S VF-20.89 

Memorable 1924-S Nickel 

1924-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant surfaces with light 

toning, a far-above-average strike, and superb eye 

appeal. A tremendous find for the specialist and 

connoisseur. This MS-64 piece, very nicely struck, 

is worth more in our opinion (although we are not 

charging more), than an MS-65 or MS-66 piece of 

average strike would be worth. Quality comes to 

the forefront with this coin, and if you want a su¬ 

perb specimen, this is it!.4,550 

1924-S EF-40 (ANACS).1,195 

1925 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.495 

1925 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.79 

1925-S MS-63 (NGC). Far-above-average strike. Re¬ 

markable for its quality and in this condition, 

rare.1,795 

1926 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1926-D MS-60 (NGC). Brilliant. 225 

Superb Mint State 1926-S Rarity 

1926-S MS-64 (PCGS). A great find! A splendid coin 

with light rose and golden toning, a wonderful 

example of this key date and mintmark — a vari¬ 

ety which is traditionally one of the very last to be 

acquired in a specialized collection. This piece is 

certainly one of the finest Buffalo nickels of any 

date or mintmark to come on the market in recent 

times. Certainly, this will be the centerpiece of a 

fine collection.9,950 

1926- S EF-40 (NGC).795 

1927 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1927- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.6^5 

1927-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

Key 1927-S Buffalo 5« 

1927-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with iridescent, mostly 

light blue toning. At this level the 1927-S is one of 

the key issues in the Buffalo series.2,950 

1928 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1928 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1928-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1928-D MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.84 

Gem 1928-S Condition Rarity 

1928-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. A condition rarity in 

this grade. Although the 1928-S is of little account 

if well worn, at the gem level it is a focal point of 

interest. Over the years we have had only a few 

gems to equal this piece. Another of the many 

new purchases in this issue.4,350 

1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant at the centers with 

wisps of blue and gold at the borders. The fields 

have a texture intermediate between satinv and 

prooflike, an unusual feature for the era. A splen¬ 

did coin that you will really enjoy owning. 1,295 
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Nickel Five-Cent Pieces for Sale 

1928-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Quite scarce in choice 

preservation.635 

1929 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1929-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.349 

1929-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.349 

1929- S MS-63. Brilliant.79 

1930 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1930- S MS-65 (NGC). Attractive gold and rose ton¬ 

ing.419 

1930- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.419 

1931- S AU-58. Brilliant.44 

1934 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,295 

1934-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1934- D Small D. AU-58. Brilliant.39 

1935 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. 265 

1935- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1935-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1936 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1936-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1936- S/S FS5C-020. Repunched mintmark. MS-64 

(PCGS). Light iridescent toning.295 

1937 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1937 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.59 

1937 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1937 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.13 

1937- D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.125 

1937-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

1937-D 3-Legged. AU-55. Brilliant.665 

1937-D 3-Legged. AU-55 (NGC) Brilliant.665 

1937-D 3-Legged. EF-45. 465 

193t-D3Legged.EF-40. 434 
1437-1) 3 Legged. VF-30. 344 

1937- D 3 Legged. VF-30 (PCI).349 

1938- D Buffalo. MS-67 (NGC). Brilliant.235 

1938-D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.59 

1938-D Buffalo. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. Responding 

to popular demand (SRO and all of that sort of 

thing) we recently bought a small group of superb 

gem specimens of this, the final issue in the Buf¬ 

falo series. As of press time we only have a few 

dozen left. Buy one for.59 

1938-D Buffalo. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.43 

1938-D Buffalo. MS-63. Going, going, almost gone! 

Brilliant and frosty. From a group recently bought 

by Mark Borckardt.19 

1938-D/S Buffalo. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.235 

1938- D/S Buffalo. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

Jefferson Nickels 
1938 Jefferson. Proof-64.39 

1939- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1939-D MS-64. A beautiful, choice specimen.49 

1434-S MS-63. Brilliant.17 

1942 Type I. Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

1950 Proof-64. Brilliant.32 

1950 Proof-63. Brilliant.25 

SAN FRANCISCO 
Ti?in 

RETAIL PRICE $357 
Special discount price $320 

(plus $5 postage and handling) 

Brilliant and Lustrous 
Mint State 65 
PCGS Certified 

Only 10 sets available. 

Call to reserve yours today! 

1880- S 

1881- S 

1882- S 

Lincoln Cent 

Buffalo Nickel 

Mercury Dime 

Only 25 sets available. 

Call to reserve vours today! 

(plus 55 postage and handling) 
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by Q. David Bowers 

Christian Gobrecht 
American coin die engraver extraordinaire 

Introduction 

A few weeks ago in connection with 

describing Lot 3601 in our November sale, 

an 1824 medal by Christian Gobrecht, I 

thought it would be a nice idea to include 

a chronology of his life. After about a day 

of searching through my files and notes I 

did this. 

Now, for the present Rare Coin Review 

I am taking the basic chronology and ex¬ 

panding it with some further comments 

and sidelights, numismatic and otherwise. 

In addition, some corrections are made to 

my earlier commentary. 

Today, numismatists honor Gobrecht 

as one of the most important engravers 

ever to work at the Philadelphia Mint. For 

an entire generation of Americans, his de¬ 

signs were ubiquitous on circulating Lib¬ 

erty Seated silver and Coronet or Liberty 

Head half cents, copper "large" cents, and 

gold coins. 

The Gobrecht Journal, edited by Dr. 

John McCloskey and published by the Lib¬ 

erty Seated Collectors Club, is named for 

him, as are the rare "Gobrecht dollars" of 

the late 1830s. 

It is perhaps ironic that certain 19th- 

century engravers, notably Gobrecht, John 

Reich, and James B. Longacre, are highly re¬ 

spected by present-day collectors, but in 

their time little popular notice was paid to 

them. Their names are notably absent from 

the majority of issues of The Annual Report of 

the Director of the Mint, and no "inquiring 

reporters" called at the Mint to write human- 

interest stories about their work. Their biog¬ 

raphies are sketchy at best, and for Reich 

(who designed the Capped Bust coinage of 

1807 among other issues) we do not know 

what he did in the final years of his life. 

Of course, the work of all of these en¬ 

gravers lives after them, and it is likewise 

ironic that today, while numismatists have 

the names of Reich, Gobrecht, and 

Longacre on the tips of their tongues, the 

names of their "bosses," the Mint directors, 

are for the most part not widely known. 

The average collector on the street will not 

recognize such director's names as Henry 

William DeSaussure, Dr. Robert Patterson, 

or Elias Boudinot, but just about 

anyone who has read 

through a copy of A Guide 

Book of U.S. Coins or at¬ 

tended a few coin club 

meetings will know the 

work of Gobrecht and 

other illustrious engravers 

of the past two centuries. 

To aid in appreciating the chro 

nology of Gobrecht's life, his ca¬ 

reer is given by years (in 

smaller type), after which I 

include my commentary. 

Gobrecht: The Early Years 

1785, December 23: Chris¬ 

tian Gobrecht was born in Hanover, 

PA, the son of Rev. and Mrs. Johann [an 

glicized to John] C. Gobrecht, the sev 

enth of 10 children born to the 

couple. His father, Johann 

Christian Gobrecht (1733- 

1815), was from Augerstein, 

Germany, came to Pennsyl¬ 

vania in 1853, and subse¬ 

quently served as a minister 

in the German Reformed 

Church. Christian Gobrecht's 

mother, Elisabeth Sands, was a de¬ 

scendant of James Sands, settled in 

Plymouth, MA, in 1642; Elisabeth was 

born in 1746. James Sands was an early 

settler of Block Island, where he passed 

away in 1695. 

1794: Not yet a teenager, Christian 

Miniature portrait of Christian Gobrecht 

(1795-1844). ANA Anthology 

Gobrecht showed an interest in and apti¬ 

tude for art. His sketchbook of this date, 

preserved by the Pennsylvania 

Historical Society, contains 

many images rendered in 

pencil and displays a remark¬ 

able talent. Another sketch¬ 

book, advanced in the quality 

of its contents, is dated 1802. 

1800s, early: The teen-aged 

Gobrecht served as an apprentice to a 

clockmaker in Manheim, Pa, where 

he learned to engrave clock faces and 

metal plates. At the completion 

of his apprenticeship, he 

moved to Baltimore. 

In the early 19th 

century the outlets for 

the talents of an engraver 

were many. In cities such 

as Baltimore, Philadelphia, 

New York, and Boston, there was a 

strong demand for such artisans to 

work on copper plates and 

wood blocks to create illustra¬ 

tions for periodicals, vi¬ 

gnettes for certificates and 

bank notes, and to make 

decorations for calling cards, 

book plates, watch papers (in¬ 

serted in the back of watch cases), 

and other printed items. The making of 

embossed seals for legal and personal 
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4 Christian Gobrecht 

documents, the cutting of stencils for letter¬ 

ing shipping containers and manufactured 

products, and the making of steel letter 

stamps were also part of the engraving 

trade. Still other branches of the art were 

devoted to making brass plates for doors, 

for creating designs on clock faces, and for 

making special items of jewelry or 

tableware. The demand for engrav¬ 

ers to create dies for tokens and 

medals was very small in compari¬ 

son to these other areas. For this rea¬ 

son, virtually all of the names we 

recognize today as important coin or 

token die engravers also did exten¬ 

sive work in these related disci¬ 

plines. 

time, vignettes from such became a part of 

the designs of many varieties of currency. 

In 1810, George Washington was rec¬ 

ognized as the single most important his¬ 

torical figure in America. Indeed, as some 

later medals stated, TIME INCREASES 

HIS FAME, and even today we would be 

Gobrecht: His Career Commences 

1810, circa: Christian Gobrecht 

worked in Baltimore independently and 

also with William H. Freeman as an en¬ 

graver of watch plates, faces, and dials. 

Around this time, work was begun on his 

medal-ruling machine by which a three- 

dimensional medal or bas-relief object 

could be converted to a two-dimensional 

illustration for use in a publication using 

a linear (not slow spiral or circular as in 

later transfer lathes) process. 

1810: He engraved a portrait of 

George Washington for G. Kingston's Neiv 

American Biographical Dictionary, published in 

Baltimore, MD. (Our own copy of this engrav¬ 

ing was subsequently reproduced in our sale of 

the Stanley Scott Collection of Washington to¬ 

kens and medals, 1975, and was subsequently 

loaned to Russ Rulau and George j. Fuld for use 

in their 1985 work, The Mcdallic Portraits of Wash¬ 

ington.) During the decade he also did much 

other portrait work including images of Dr. B.S. 

Barton (published in The Port Folio); Rev. An¬ 

drew Fuller; Rev. Thomas Baldwin, David 

Rittenhouse, Dr. Benjamin Rush, Benjamin 

Franklin (for Delaplaine's Repository), and 

Abraham Rees (frontispiece for Rees's Encyclope¬ 

dia), among others. 

The medal-ruling machine was a 

boon to the book and bank note trade. 

With such a device a coin or medal could 

be conveniently illustrated, as could be de¬ 

sign elements of jewelry, cameos, etc. In 

Gobrecht's engraved portrait of Washington. 

hard pressed to suggest another candidate 

for this honor. In numismatics, there are 

more different varieties of coins, tokens, 

and medals bearing Washington's portrait 

than there are of any other American per¬ 

son. Books have been written on these, in¬ 

cluding notable works by James Ross 

Snowden (1861), W.S. Baker (1885), and the 

team of Russell Rulau and George J. Fuld 

(1985). Thus, it must have been a signal 

honor for young Christian Gobrecht to 

have been selected in 1810 to create the 

image of The Father of Our Country. 

Regarding encyclopedias, the literati 

of 1810 mostly drew upon related refer¬ 

ences published in England, which was 

also the most popular source for fiction ar¬ 

ticles reprinted in American magazines. 

Americans were making a notable begin¬ 

ning, and Kingston's The New American 

Biographical Dictionary was an important 

entry. Decades later, James B. Longacre 

by Q. David Bowers 

would do similar work for another signifi¬ 

cant work, the multi-volume, The National 

Portrait Gallery of Distinguished Americans. 

Delaplaine's Repository reflects the 

popular practice of using a place for safe¬ 

keeping (such as a repository) as part of a 

publication title. Such periodical names as 

The American Museum (chronicle of 

current events, etc., having nothing 

to do with museums) and even the 

Poughkeepsie Casket (a bi-weekly liter¬ 

ary newspaper) reflect the trend. 

Gobrecht: On to Philadelphia 

1811: Christian Gobrecht moved to 

Philadelphia, where he engaged in the 

engraving trade, working with book¬ 

binders' dies, calico printing rolls, and 

other items. 

1816: By this time he had joined the 

staff of Murray, Draper, Fairman & Co., 

bank note engravers in the same city. An 

early version of Gobrecht's medal-ruling 

machine had been improved to the extent 

that it was practical and was used by art¬ 

ists of the firm. 

1817: Perfected his medal-ruling 

machine and used it to copv a medal of 

Russia's Alexander I to create an image 

suitable for printing. Soon, the device 

was used widely in the East including by 

Alva Mason, Col. C.G. Childs, the Albany en¬ 

graving firm of Rawdon, Clark & Co., and oth¬ 

ers. 

1818, May 31: Married Mary (Hamilton) 

Hewes, the daughter of Thomas Hamilton and 

Rebecca Learning, and the widow of Daniel 

Hewes. The union produced two sons and two 

daughters: Christiana Elizabeth (married Dr. 

William Darrach), Rebecca Mary (never mar¬ 

ried), Charles Joseph (never married), and Will¬ 

iam Henry (became a well-known medical sur¬ 

geon, author, and artist; served in the Civil War 

as brigade surgeon under Gen. Hancock; later 

was professor of anatomy and surgery at the 

Cincinnati College of Medicine). 

1819: A variation of Gobrecht's medal-rul¬ 

ing machine, made in Philadelphia by Asa 

Spencer, was introduced in London and was 

highly acclaimed in the engraving trade. Years 

later in 1842, Spencer publicly claimed credit of 

inventing the medal-ruling machine, despite his 

having written a letter to the U.S. Gazette, in 
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Philadelphia, on August 8,1830 (the original of 

which is still in existence) stating that "It was 

never my intention to deny but always to admit 

it, that Christian Gobrecht was the first to dis¬ 

cover the mode of ruling medals, as exhibited 

by his specimen published in 1817." By 

that time the basic Gobrecht device, by 

then improved by Joseph Saxton (em¬ 

ployed at the Mint), was used to pre¬ 

pare illustrations for the 1842 book by 

Jacob Reese Eckfeldt and William E. 

Dubois, A Manual of the Gold and Silver 

Coins of All Nations. 

1820s: Intrigued by publicity 

given to Maelzel's automata (of which 

the Chess Player is best remembered to¬ 

day), Gobrecht is said to have invented 

a speaking or automaton doll. He also 

devised an improvement upon the ancient cam¬ 

era lucida device for projecting images against a 

screen or wall. 

1820-1821, girca: Invented and manufac¬ 

tured a parlor reed organ operated by keys and 

bellows, the first example of which was sold to a 

resident of Lancaster, PA. 

In the era described above, Gobrecht 

dabbled with multiple inventions, took a 

wife, and became established as a citizen of 

Philadelphia. At the time, the city was one 

of America's most important centers for 

publishing, art, society functions, literary 

productions, and scientific accomplish¬ 

ments. It was also the location of the one 

and only federal facility for making coins, 

the Philadelphia Mint, which was estab¬ 

lished in 1792 and which had begun mak¬ 

ing coins in quantity for circulation in 1793 

(copper half cents and cents). 

Although bank notes were made in 

various cities, the two leading centers of 

production were New York City and Phila¬ 

delphia. The typical note was made from 

an engraved copper or steel plate, some¬ 

times made in one piece and other times 

made of sections or elements locked to¬ 

gether in a frame, the latter being from the 

Perkins patent and not in as wide use. 

The usual note included the name of 

the issuer (a bank, merchant, or civic en¬ 

tity), place of issue, the date (which could 

be included in the plate or left blank to be 

filled in by ink on the individual notes) the 

denomination, a place for the signatures of 

the issuing officials (usually two names, 

such as the treasurer and cashier), and one 

or several artistic decorations. The denomi¬ 

nation was often expressed multiple ways 

including as a fancy numeral with added 

decorations as well as, for example, a spell- 

ing-out such as FIVE DOLLARS. 

Often a vignette (scene or ornate 

decoration) would be cut once on a master 

plate, then this plate would be transferred 

in two steps to the copper printing plate. 

Typical vignettes of Gobrecht's era in¬ 

cluded sailing ships, steamboats (begin¬ 

ning in the 1810-1820 years), horses and 

farm animals, portraits of George Washing¬ 

ton, gods and goddesses from mythology, 

figures of Justice (lady holding balance 

scales), Indians, townscapes and 

cityscapes, canals and canal boats, and 

buildings, to give just a short list. On rare 

occasions such vignettes, especially the 

larger-format ones, bore the microscopic 

signature of an engraver, but most often 

the work was anonymous. Thus, it may 

never be known exactly what designs 

Christian Gobrecht engraved for bank 

notes and other pieces of commercial pa¬ 

per in the atelier of Murray, Draper, 

Lairman & Co. in Philadelphia. 

Regarding automata, including the 

exquisite productions of Johann N. 

Maelzel, these consisted of mechanical fig¬ 

ures of people or animals which did vari¬ 

ous things such as holding a bird, playing 

a flute, or performing magic. Similar to the 

Faberge eggs of a later generation, these 

were the playthings of royalty and the 

wealthy. Leading areas of manufacture in¬ 

cluded Switzerland and France. The early 

19th century was a time of wonderment, 

and an announced exhibition of an un- 

by Q. David Bowers 

usual device or contraption, such as a talk¬ 

ing doll as Gobrecht made, would likely 

draw a crowd. Although the writer is 

aware of certain varieties of talking dolls 

made much later (such as the Webber Talk¬ 

ing Doll of the 1880s which used 

organ reeds and an even later one 

with an Edison cylinder phono¬ 

graph), nothing has been learned 

of Gobrecht's invention. 

While Gobrecht is said to 

have invented a parlor reed organ 

utilizing reeds, keys, and bellows, 

in fact there were many instru¬ 

ments of this type made by various 

manufacturers (harmoniums and 

melodeons are common names for 

such instruments). Perhaps he in¬ 

vented some type of improvement or re¬ 

finement. Parlor reed organs became espe¬ 

cially popular after the Civil War, when 

large numbers of ornate models were 

made by Estey, Beatty, and others, often to 

be marketed by mail order and through lo¬ 

cal agents (anyone could become an agent 

by buying one, for starters). 

Gobrecht, the Medal Die Engraver 

1823-1824, circa: Gobrecht's talents were 

admired by Mint Director Robert Patterson. 

1824: He was hired as an outside contrac¬ 

tor to furnish letter punches for die making. 

1825: He cut the dies bearing the founding 

date 1824 for the Franklin Institute medal, 

signed GOBRECHT F. below the bust of 

Franklin, from a design by Thomas Sully. Re¬ 

verse with REWARD FOR SKILL, etc. Silver, 

size 32 (on the American Scale; equivalent to 

two inches). The Franklin Institute was estab¬ 

lished in 1824 for the promotion of "mechanical 

arts"; the medal dies were cut in this year or in 

1825. Upon viewing the medal, John Neagle 

wrote, "I am delighted with it, and as a speci¬ 

men of art, am proud to acknowledge it from 

the hands of a friend. I had an opportunity of 

comparing it in one hand with the same head 

by the celebrated Dupre in the other, and it 

gives me great pleasure to say that, in mv opin¬ 

ion, it surpasses the other very far in merit 

Yours has more of the genuine character of our 

great philosopher and statesman." A variant re¬ 

verse (Julian AM-18) is inscribed SECOND PRE¬ 

MIUM and may have been issued vears later, 

A vignette taken from our Boys Town Collection sale- 

representative of Gobrecht's era. 
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possibly even in 1845 after Gobrecht's death. 

1825, February 14: Mint Director Samuel 

Moore wrote to President John Quincy Adams 

"and solicited his permission to introduce, in 

the character of assistant engraver, Christian 

Gobrecht of this city, an artist of great merit." 

Moore related, "His taste with regard to it [die 

engraving] has been well proved by some me¬ 

dallions, executed at my request, during the pe¬ 

riod of my early conversation with him respect¬ 

ing the Mint —as models for a new head of Lib¬ 

erty. They were much admired bv our best 

judges, and among others by Dr. R.M. 

Patterson, whose opinion the Department will 

duly appreciate. From the commencement of 

mv charge at the Mint in 1824, when my knowl¬ 

edge of this very ingenious artist began, 1 have 

much wished to obtain for the public, his ser¬ 

vices as die sinker. 1 know that this was the ear¬ 

nest desire of my excellent predecessor, and 1 

entertain the hope that such a preliminary ar¬ 

rangement may be made on the present occa¬ 

sion as will secure this result. It appears to me a 

most auspicious measure toward beautifying 

our coins."1 

1825, February 14: On the same date, Mint 

Director Samuel Moore, obviously rising to the 

subject, wrote to Thomas Jefferson, who was 

then living in retirement at Monticello near 

Charlottesville, VA, to seek his views: "What 

figure or device may be considered as intended 

by Congress, or the administration, at the estab¬ 

lishment of the mint, by wrords in the law: 'An 

impression emblematic of liberty?' Was the cap 

of liberty adopted or alluded to as a fit emblem 

by any act of the Confederation or any of the 

states, or by popular usage, during the Revolu¬ 

tion, or previous to 1792 [the date of the estab¬ 

lishment of the Mint] so that this device may be 

supposed to have been intended. When em¬ 

blems or representations of liberty were in those 

times resorted to, on public occasions, of what 

description were they? If the liberty cap be the 

emblem intended in the law; or if it be deemed 

1 Reminiscence in letter from Director 

Patterson to Treasury Secretary Levi Woodbury, 

June 16,1835; letter quoted by Walter Breen, The 

Secret Histoni of the Gobrecht Coinages 1836-1840, 

1954. 

2 In Secret Histon/ Breen stated that 

Gobrecht cut dies "1825-6, [for] two medallions 

for the Mint, which were still preserved there 

around 1880." 

an Americanized and suitable emblem, is it 

proper to place it on the head of the figure per¬ 

sonifying liberty? Such information or sugges¬ 

tions as you may find it convenient to favor me 

with will be thankfully received. While I am sat¬ 

isfied as to the impression emblematic of liberty, 

which can be sustained on the best ground, a 

few pattern pieces will be struck to be submit¬ 

ted to the consideration of the government, 

which if approved, or with such modifications 

as shall be directed, may fix the character of our 

coins. Supposing the female to be an appropri¬ 

ate figure, three views in relation to it present 

themselves. To adhere to the present dress cap, 

or copy it so nearly as not to exhibit the appear¬ 

ance of any specific change; to exclude the cap 

and adopt an easy disposition of the hair, with 

Gobrecht's business card. ANA Anthology 

no ornament but the band of liberty; to adopt 

the classic style of cap, which though resem¬ 

bling the cap of liberty nearly in form, would 

nevertheless be distinguished from it bv being 

worn on the head of the figure, if it be true that 

the cap of Liberty is out of place there. The first 

would be the easiest, being a style familiar to 

the engraver of the mint. The second if happily 

executed would perhaps be the most pleasing, 

as being more true to life and nature. The third 

has the advantage of a permanent standard in 

the exquisite models of art derived from classic 

times." 

1826: Gobrecht received $100 as payment 

for "executing designs and models of dies for 

the mint which were not adopted." These are 

believed to have been dies for "several" Liberty 

Head medallions at the Mint, descriptions of 

which are not known today.2 

1826: Furnished dies for the United States 

Mint and was accepted as an assistant to Chief 

Engraver William Kneass. He brought to the 

Mint an improved version of his 1817 medal¬ 

ruling machine. 

1826: Prepared dies for a medal for the 

New England Society for the Promotion of 

Manufactures and Mechanic Arts. Obverse 

with head of Archimedes; reverse with GE¬ 

NIUS, INTELLIGENCE AND INDUSTRY TRI¬ 

UMPH. Size 40 (40/ 16ths of an inch). Silver, 

bronze. A specimen in the Bushnell sale (1882), 

Lot 2115, was described as follows: "New En¬ 

gland Society for the Promotion of Manufac¬ 

tures and Mechanic Arts, 1826;" Bust of 

Archimedes to right. Rev. Genius Intelligence 

and Industry Triumph. Archimedes, Galileo, 

Newton, Franklin, Watt, Fulton, GOBRECHT 

FEC. The most beautiful of all award medals, 

and of beautiful workmanship. Excessively 

rare; but two known to us. Purchased at 

Micklev sale for S25 [Realized $9 in the 

Bushnell sale.)." Interestingly, Gobrecht him¬ 

self was the first recipient. His medal was en¬ 

graved: "For the genius, taste and skill which 

he evinced in executing the dies therefor." 

1826: Prepaa'd dies for the Charles Carroll 

of Carrollton medal, one of the most famous 

American medallic paxluctions of the era, an 

issue of which much could be written (Julian 

PE-6). In the 19th century, the offering of such a 

medal for sale nearly always engendered a 

multi-sentence appreciation (in an era in which 

most descriptions were exceedingly brief). 

182b, circa: Prepaaxi dies for two varieties 

(Julian UN-22 and 23) of the Peale’s Museum 

admission pass. Founded bv Charles Willson 

Peale in 1784, the museum experienced many 

changes (some details are found in the Bowers 

book, American Numismatics Before the Civil Wiir 

1760-1860). 

1828, January, to December 1830: Member 

of the Board of Management of the Franklin In¬ 

stitute, Philadelphia. 

1830s: Gobrecht's embossed business card 

noted that he was a "die sinker and seal en¬ 

graver" at 220 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

1831-1836: A design he created for his own 

business card was adapted and used to imprint 

the covers of certain books published by the 

trade in Philadelphia. Around the same time he 

is said to have made an "eagle with expanded 

wings"for use on a token. 

1832: Constructed an improved reed organ 
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for his own use. Obviously, reed organs must 

have been a prime interest, for by this time he 

had been involved for more than a decade. 

Later, it descended in his family. 

1834 to 1844: Member of the Com¬ 

mittee on Science and Arts of the Franklin 

Institute, Philadelphia. 

The Mint relied upon outsiders 

for many pieces of equipment. Let¬ 

ter and numeral punches, made of 

steel, were generally created by 

hand-filing and finessing a soft 

steel rod. At the tip of the punch 

would be the device in its final form, 

an A, E, G, 2, 6, or whatever. The en¬ 

graver had to be skilled in order to 

make all of the punches the same size 

and in the same format (with serifs, 

vertical elements, etc., proportional 

width, height, etc., matching across 

the series). This steel rod would be 

hardened by heating and quenching. 

Several rods would then be driven 

into a matrix consisting of a block or 

tablet of soft steel, creating an incuse 

impression of the various letters. This 

matrix would then be hardened. 

Working punches would then be cre¬ 

ated by driving soft steel blanks into 

the hard steel matrix to pick up the 

design which, in effect, would be a copy of 

the engraver's original punch. This working 

punch would then be hardened and used to 

make dies. This process of steel hardening 

and softening was used in other areas, 

with refinements and differences, to repli¬ 

cate vignettes, seals, design punches, etc. 

It might be productive to study coin¬ 

age and medal dies made at the Mint in 

1824 and immediately following years to 

see if any distinctive traces of Gobrecht's 

artistry can be found, this being in contrast 

to the styles used before 1824. Perhaps a 

style will become evident. 

At a later time, in the 1850s, Anthony 

Paquet, an engraver in private practice, 

was contracted by the Mint to provide let¬ 

ter and numeral punches. 

The Franklin Institute in Philadelphia 

was a focal point for academic, scientific, 

and artistic accomplishments. From time to 

time the Mint furnished specimens of its 

work to be placed on exhibition. Over a 

Seated Liberty, oil 

on cardboard by 

Titian Peale. 

long period of time, various Mint officials able today, as the series is overlooked by 

(including Franklin Peale) lectured in its most numismatists. 

halls on subjects relating to coinage meth- ___ 

Gobrecht joins the Mint Staff 

1835, June 16: Mint Direc¬ 

tor Samuel Moore, who was 

soon to leave office (resigned ef¬ 

fective June 30, but stayed a few 

days longer to assist in the tran¬ 

sition to the incoming director, 

his brother-in-law Robert Mask- 

ell Patterson), wrote Treasury 

Secretary Levi Woodbury for 

permission to hire Christian 

Gobrecht for the Engraving De¬ 

partment. Chief Engraver Will¬ 

iam Kneass was in poor health. 

At the time Gobrecht was "un¬ 

der engagement as a bank note 

engraver which produced to 

him nearly $2,000 per year.... 

1 I have no expectation, how¬ 

ever, that he would give his 

time to the public for less 

than $1,500 per annum, nor 

does it seem reasonable that 

he should."3 

1835, August 28: William 

Kneass suffered a major stroke. 

1835, August 29: Mint Di¬ 

rector Robert Maskell Patter- 

► Seated Liberty 

sketch by 

Thomas Sully. 

ods. As the chronology relates, Gobrecht 

later became involved on an important 

committee there. 

In 1825 Gobrecht seems to have had a 

very good relationship with the Mint, and 

in 1826 he signed on as an assistant en¬ 

graver. Unfortunately for numismatic pos¬ 

terity, these two years are not represented 

among pattern coins known to exist today. 

Indeed, the entire early 19th century up to 

the year 1836 is devoid of known pattern 

coinage illustrating new designs. A likely 

possibility is that Gobrecht's productions 

as well as those of others were discarded 

when the Mint was moved to a new build¬ 

ing in 1833, this being long before the Mint 

Cabinet collection was founded (in June 

1838). 

Certain of Gobrecht's medals of the 

1824-1826 era survive and are quite afford- 

3 Letter quoted by Walter Breen, The Secret 

History of the Gobrecht Coinages 1836-1840,1954. 

son, who had been in the post since early July, 

wrote to Treasury Secretary Woodbury to re¬ 

quest emergency permission to hire Gobrecht as 

second (not assistant) engraver. 

1835, September: Gobrecht went to work 

as second engraver at the Mint at a salary of 

$1,500 per year plus $250 which Mint Director 

Robert Maskell Patterson had persuaded the 

incapacitated Kneass to transfer from his sal¬ 

ary. This emolument of $1,750 was apparently 

what Gobrecht required to entice him to leave 

his private practice of bank note and illustra¬ 

tion engraving. Using sketches by Thomas 

Sully and Titian Peale, he developed what 

would later become known as the Liberty 

Seated coinage. 

1835, October 15: Director of the Mint 

Patterson sent to Levi Woodbury, Secretary of 

the Treasury, a copperplate engraving of 

Gobrecht's interpretation of Thomas Sullv's Lib¬ 

erty Seated design. 

1835: Gobrecht is believed to have worked 

with Franklin Peale in the use of an experimen- 
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tal roller-die apparatus (the details of which 

were described by Kenneth E. Bressett in The 

ANA Anthology, 1991). 

1836 pattern silver dollar by Gobrecht, 

boldly signed C. GOBRECHT F. below the base 

of Miss Liberty 

1836: During the year Christian Gobrecht 

prepared various coinage and pattern dies, the 

most memorable of which was for the Liberty 

Seated silver dollar, early pattern examples of 

which bore the inscription above the date, C. 

GOBRECHT F., the same signature used on cer¬ 

tain of his earlier medals. Among patterns, he 

created dies for the first two-cent piece and the 

first gold dollar. Years later on December 14, 

1871, Chief Coiner Archibald Loudon Snowden 

wrote to rare coin dealer E.B. Mason, Jr., stating, 

in part: "There are no regular coinage or pattern 

dies in the Mint, of any denomination whatso¬ 

ever, except those dated 1871." Snowden re¬ 

ported that shortly after becoming chief coiner, 

he had found a group of dies that had been la¬ 

beled years earlier by Franklin Peale. "It was not 

a complete series of dies, but it embraced either 

as hubs or dies all the rare pattern pieces ex¬ 

ecuted by Mr. Gobrecht and others. Among the 

number were several from which no pieces are 

known to have been struck. Many of the devices 

were beautiful in design and exquisite in execu¬ 

tion. This was particularly the case with a dollar 

and a half dollar hub by Gobrecht." 

1836, January 8: By this time Patterson had 

examined soft metal impressions of the Liberty 

Seated motif for the new silver dollar, and noted 

the motif was "not without points of imperfec¬ 

tion," and that he will "see that they will be cor¬ 

rected on the steel die." 

1836, January 14: Levi Woodbury in¬ 

formed Director Patterson that President An¬ 

drew Jackson "approves of the die," "although 

it is to be regretted that the pole of Liberty had 

not been somewhat higher, and the foot of the 

pole visible, so as to show more distinctly the 

design and character of the impression." 

1836, January 14: Patterson wrote to 

Woodbury in response to the complaint about 

the length of the pole supporting the Liberty 

cap, noting that it could not be changed. Other 

comments were made. 

1836, February: IX-signed dies for the First 

Steam Coinage medal, originally dated Febru¬ 

ary 22, 1836 (this being George Washington's 

birthday observance), but re-engraved in the die 

to March 23, 1836, when the steam press was 

not ready for its ceremonial dedication. 

1836, March 14: By this time dies for a 

small-diameter pattern gold dollar employing 

the Liberty cap design had been prepared and 

specimens had been struck. The general motif 

was similar to that used on the First Steam 

Coinage medal. The reverse of the gold dollar 

enclosed the denomination 1 D. within a circu¬ 

lar wreath of palm. 

1836, March 18: Woodbury wrote to 

Patterson requesting nine additional examples 

of the new pattern gold dollar. These were sub¬ 

sequently forwarded on March 23 along with a 

supply of First Steam Coinage medals. 

1836, March 23: A ceremony postponed 

from February 22, [to inaugurate a steam press] 

was held at the Mint, and medals (with date al¬ 

tered to March 23 from February 22) by 

Gobrecht were distributed. 

1836, April 9: Director Patterson sent two 

impressions of "a second die of Liberty” to Sec¬ 

retary Woodbury, "one of which 1 pray you will 

give to the President." By this time the obverse 

with the Liberty Seated motif had reached its fi¬ 

nal form, but the reverse die was incomplete. 

Patterson remarked that the latter was in 

progress and involved the use of an eagle, "a 

bird, recently killed, having been prepared and 

placed in the attitude which we had selected. 

The eagle is flying, and like the country of 

which it is the emblem, its course onward and 

upward." 

1836, April 11: Woodbury replied to 

Patterson that he had no objections to the pro¬ 

posed emblems for the dollar and made some 

suggestions concerning two sketches of the 

eagle, in particular that the mouth of the eagle 

in flight be closed. 

1836, April 14: Patterson wrote to 

Woodbury on various matters, including the fly¬ 

ing eagle, stating that over 30 sketches had been 

suggested. The idea of a closed mouth for the 

eagle had been considered earlier, he noted, 

"but the effect was thereby injured on two 

counts; first by taking away from the spirited 

appearance of the bird, and secondly by 

smoothing down the feathers of the neck, which 

are never ruffled except when the mouth is 

open." 

Sketch by Titian Peale of the eagle 

mentioned in a letter from Patterson 

dated April 14, 1836. ANA Anthology 

1836, June 18: Patterson sent Woodburv 

"an impression from our new dollar [obverse] 

die, just finished, which 1 pray you to show to 

the President. You will find it, I am sure, far 

more perfect than the former attempts. Mr. 

Gobavht will commence the die for the reverse 

immediately.” 

1836, June 18: Letter from Charles Toppan, 

a Philadelphia bank note engraver, dated June 

18, 1836, to Edward Stabler, Esq., in which is 

mentioned the work of Christian Gobrecht, then 

assistant engraver of the mint, who was work¬ 

ing on pattern silver dollars (original of this let¬ 

ter gifted to QDB by John J. Ford, Jr.):4 "Hard la¬ 

bor and solitary confinement have been my lot 

ever since my last letter to you, and must be mv 

apology for permitting your recent favors to re¬ 

main so long unanswered. An interregnum of 

five minutes gives me an opportunity of writing 

a few lines, picking up a few of our late produc¬ 

tions in the vague way and making my ac¬ 

knowledgments for the very beautiful speci¬ 

mens of your art, which your several letters 

have brought me. You will no doubt be pleased 

to hear that friend Gobrecht is employed by 

Uncle Sam, preparing dies for a new coin, after 

4 This letter was also quoted in The Numis¬ 

matist, March 1913. 
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designs by Sully. Instead of a head of Liberty on 

the dexter side, there is to be a full length figure 

of her ladyship, in a sitting posture, holding the 

staff and cap in one hand and the shield in the 

other by her side, the reverse is to be the impe¬ 

rial bird flying, surrounded by the stars and dis¬ 

encumbered of the gridiron, olive branch and 

arrows. The engraving is well advanced and 

bids fair to do credit to the skill of the artists. 

When finished I hope both of us will have fre¬ 

quent opportunities of criticizing the work upon 

the golden stamp. I enclose but a few samples, 

will however in a few days send others. Trust¬ 

ing that you will continue occasionally to favor 

me with specimens of your handiwork, and the 

sight of your hand and seal." 

1836, August 25: Gobrecht completed the 

flying eagle reverse die for the silver dollar. 

1836, September 6: A memorandum from 

Patterson this date commented: "We shall be 

coining half dollars by steam in a few days...." 

These were to be what are known by numisma¬ 

tists today as the 1836 Reeded Edge halves. 

New 1836 half 

dollar design by 

Gobrecht. The 

diameter is 

narrower than 

the old motif (by 

John Reich), the 

new coin has a 

reeded or milled edge, 

and the denomination on 

the reverse is expressed as 

50 CENTS. These ivere first 

coined on November 8, 

1836. 

1836, September 22: Director Patterson 

sent a memorandum to Chief Coiner Adam 

Eckfeldt stating that hubs and working dies 

should be'prepared for the new dollar, "and 

the proper arrangements adopted for cutting 

and milling the planchets, and coining them 

in the large screw-press, the pieces being 

struck in a close reeded or grooved collar." He 

went on to say that the employment of the 

old-style screw press was to be but a tempo¬ 

rary measure, and that "it is of great impor¬ 

tance that the [steam powered] lever-press for 

dollars should be complete at as early a date 

as possible." Patterson told Eckfeldt that as 

the machine shop for making a new press was 

ready, Eckfeldt was to "use every exertion to 

find suitable workmen, in addition to those 

already in the Mint, who may be employed 

upon the new press till it is finished." 

1836: Designed and engraved dies for the 

Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic Association 

(obverse and reverse; Julian AM-33). 

It seems that during the 1830s 

Gobrecht was a prolific engraver of bank 

note plates, as income of nearly $2,000 per 

year would have served to make him a 

wealthy man in an era when a nice house 

in Philadelphia could be bought for half 

that sum. As Gobrecht is not known to 

have signed his notes, we can only specu¬ 

late that quite a few issues of Philadelphia 

bank note printers this era may have been 

by his hand. 

In 1835 and early 1836, Gobrecht 

seems to have concentrated upon the cre¬ 

ation of the Liberty Seated designs and at 

least two important patterns, the two-cent 

piece and the gold dollar. The former pat¬ 

tern adapted as its primary motif a stand¬ 

ing eagle loosely copied from the 

"Small Eagle" reverse of silver coins 

of the 1790s. The gold dollar fea¬ 

tured the tried and true liberty cap 

symbol, which had been a favorite 

emblem of patriotism in America 

since the days of the Revolution. 

With its resplendent rays, it was 

similar to that used on contempo¬ 

rary Mexican coinage as well as on 

a well-known Hard Times token 

variety (Rulau variety HT-15 of 

1834). Thus, Gobrecht's pattern de¬ 

signs were hardly original, but they 

were superbly executed. 

The Massachusetts Charitable Me¬ 

chanic Association, based in Boston, was 

one of various trade and promotion 

groups (the American Institute of New 

York City was the best known) that had 

annual exhibits or fairs and awarded 

medals to many if not most of those who 

exhibited their goods, artistry, or manu¬ 

facturers. In turn, the exhibitors featured 

these honors in their subsequent adver¬ 

tising. The situation got completely out 

of hand by the time of the Lewis and 

Clark Exposition (St. Louis World's Fair) 

in 1904, in which copper medals lettered 

GOLD MEDAL were used as prizes! The 

use of exhibit awards is still seen on 

some products today, such as whiskey 

and Brand's A-l steak sauce. 

Gobrecht's Coinage Appears 

1836, November 8: This afternoon the first 

coinage of the new reeded edge half dollars was 

made on a steam press. Included were at least 

10 pieces, possibly Proofs, subsequently sent to 

Treasury Secretary Levi Woodbury. 

1836, November 9: Production of the new 

half dollars continued, probably including most 

if not all of the 1,200 business strikes later esti¬ 

mated.5 

The "regular" 1836 Gobrecht silver dollar, 

with name on the base of Miss Liberty and 

scarcely visible, as first coined in December of 

that year. 

1836, December: The first Gobrecht silver 

dollars of the Liberty Seated design were 

5 Although today the figure of 1,200 is gen¬ 

erally accepted as correct, apparently the num¬ 

ber is anything hut solid. In Secret History, p. 24, 

Breen commented that "the actual number 

struck...is nowhere recorded." He commented 

that for the entire calendar year some 1,034,200 

half dollars had been struck (mostlv of the old 

Capped Bust design with lettered edge), and 

that "logical guesses [for the 1836 Reeded Edge 

mintage] would be 1,200 or 4,200." Of course, 

other guesses could be given as well. It seems 

reasonable to conclude that while today we rec¬ 

ognize the 1836 reeded edge half dollar to be 

rare, we have no idea as to the actual number 

made, although it was probably quite small. 
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released, all in Proof format, most of which were 

placed into circulation. These included the in¬ 

scription, C. GOBRECHT F. (for Christian 

Gobrecht fecit or "made it"), on the base, the 

only circulating Gobrecht coins to bear his 

name. Additional pieces were struck in early 

1837 from 1836-dated dies. Further examples 

were made in 1838 and 1839. All of these had a 

flying eagle motif on the reverse (which years 

later in 1856 was copied by James B. Longacre 

for use on the Flying Eagle cent). Today, anv and 

all such Gobrecht dollars are highly prized. 

Coinage was probably 600 silver dollars in De¬ 

cember 1836 and a further 1,000 early in 1837. 

1836, December 12: Mint Director 

Patterson appeared before a congressional com¬ 

mittee to discuss coinage proposals (which were 

related to the Act of January 18,1837). 

1837, January 18: The Coinage Act which 

became law on this date modified the specifica¬ 

tions of certain coins including silver pieces 

bearing or intended to bear Gobrecht's new de¬ 

signs. 

1837: Liberty 

Seated half dimes 

and dimes were 

introduced. These 

were of the star¬ 

less obverse style 

(which would be 

modified by add¬ 

ing stars in 1838). 

Gobrecht's Lib¬ 

erty Seated motif 

would later extend across certain other series. 

Modifications were made to the portrait of Miss 

Liberty on the copper cent; among other things, 

she was given a beaded hair cord. Half dimes of 

the design, modified now and again, will con¬ 

tinue to be minted through 1873, dimes through 

1891. 

1838: Liberty Seated quarter dollars and 

Coronet or Liberty Head $10 gold coins were 

introduced; this style would be used later for 

other gold coins. The basic quarter dollar design 

would continue through 1891, the $10 through 

1907. Several memorable varieties of pattern 

half dollars were created in this and the follow¬ 

ing year. 

1838-1839: Various patterns, mostly of the 

half dollar denomination, were made from dies 

by Gobrecht. 

The 1839 cent ami $5 gold half eagle 

by Gobrecht. 

1839: Braided Hair cents. Lib¬ 

erty Seated half dollars, and Coronet 

or Liberty Head $5 

gold coins were intro¬ 

duced. Various portrait 

punches were created 

and used ephemerally 

on copper cents; e.g., 

the Silly Head and 

Booby Head varieties. 

Modifications were 

made in the $10 Coro¬ 

net design. Robert Ball 

Hughes "improved" 

the Liberty Seated design by adding 

drapery to Miss Liberty’s elbow. Dur¬ 

ing this and the next several years 

there would be changes, imple¬ 

mented through 1841 on certain se¬ 

ries, in the drapery and also the re¬ 

verse lettering style. The Braided 

Hair design would be used on cents 

through February 1857, the Coronet design on 

$5 gold coins through 1908. 

1840: Braided Hair half cents, Liberty 

Seated silver dollars (with perched eagle re¬ 

verse), and Coronet or Liberty Head $2.50 gold 

coins were introduced. The Braided Hair design 

would be used on half cents through February 

1857, the Liberty Seated design on thesilver dol¬ 

lar through 1872, and the Coronet design $2.50 

through 1907. 

1840, August 27: Chief Engraver William 

Kneass died. After Kneass' death, his w'idow ac¬ 

cused Patterson and Gobrecht of wrongdoing, 

stating that from 1836 to 1840 $500 per year of 

her husband's salary had been directed wrongly 

to Gobrecht. The charges were not acted upon, 

but the Mint did grant her over $1,000 in 

"widow's relief." 

1840, December 21: Christian Gobrecht 

was named to the post of chief engraver of the 

United States Mint, recognizing what he had 

been doing de facto since Kneass' stroke. 

1841: A sketch bearing this date, pre¬ 

served in the National Numismatic Collection 

at the Smithsonian, seems to represent 

Gobrecht's depiction of a Liberty Head, not 

used for a known pattern or regular coinage. 

(The October 1913 issue of The Numismatist in¬ 

cluded "Official List of Dies and Hubs De¬ 

stroyed in 1910," which 

concerned items de¬ 

stroyed at the Mint, in¬ 

cluding numerous hubs 

made earlier. The list com¬ 

prised many various 

things, among w'hich were 

The tmo quarter dollar of 1838 

and the new $10 gold coin, the 

latter being the first of that 

denomination coined since 

1804. 

The new 1837 half dime and dime of 

the Liberty Seated design. The obverse 

has no stars and is an adaptation of 

the 1836 silver dollar motif. 

In 1840 the Braided Hair motif made its debut on the 

half cent, the Liberty Seated dollar (with perched 

eagle reverse) was introduced, and the Coronet or 

Liberty Head gold $2.50 was struck for the first time. 
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Christian Gobrecht 

six hubs made between 1836 and 1844, "prob¬ 

ably for a half dollar, supposed to be work of 

Kneass and Gobrecht.") 

1841, circa: Christian Gobrecht may have 

designed the reverse die for the 1841-dated 

medal of John Tyler (Julian PR-8). 

1844, July 23: Christian Gobrecht died. 

He was succeeded as chief engraver on Sep¬ 

tember 6,1844 by James Barton Longacre, an 

accomplished engraver of illustration plates. 

Gobrecht's remains were subsequently interred 

in the Monument Cemetery in Philadelphia. 

The era of Liberty Seated coinage, 

which began with the introduction of 

Gobrecht's silver dollar in December 1836, 

continued on various denominations until 

1891. 

Writing the story of various aspects of 

the illustrious panorama of Liberty Seated 

issues from half dimes to silver dollars, 

plus hundreds of patterns, has captured 

the attention arid imagination of many nu¬ 

mismatists. Specialized books have been 

written on the different denominations and 

many fine articles have appeared in print. 

As noted in the beginning of this article, to¬ 

day The Gobrecht Journal serves as the focal 

point for all of this activity. 

Although Christian Gobrecht departed 

the earthly scene over 150 years ago in 1844, 

his legacy lives today, and it is certainly cor¬ 

rect to say that his accomplishments are ap¬ 

preciated more than ever before. 

Addenda 

No doubt Gobrecht made many 

other medals than those cited above. In 

the writer's opinion, certain 1838-dated 

pattern half dollars known as the Kneass 

portrait might better be attributed to 

Gobrecht. Other work by the artist in¬ 

cluded the Seal of the Pennsylvania Hos¬ 

pital, the seal of St. Peter's Church (Phila¬ 

delphia), the seal of the Pennsylvania In¬ 

stitution for the Instruction of the Blind 

(with the portrait of John Milton); the 

Poor Richard Club medal depicting 

Franklin, and dies to stamp the covers of a 

leather holder for the Boston medal. 

by Q. David Bowers 

Sources 

Sources include the writings of Edgar H. 

Adams, F.C.C. Boyd, Walter Breen, Elvira Clain- 

Stefanelli, Joseph H. Colville, William E. Dubois, 

R.W. Julian, Archibald Loudon Snowden, Don 

Taxay, Dr. Vladimir Clain-Stefanelli, and research 

notes from the Bowers and Merena archives. 

Thanks also to John W. Adams for a cita¬ 

tion and to John J. Ford, Jr., for a letter cited. 

For additional reading, especially concern¬ 

ing the advent of the Liberty Seated coinage, a 

superb source is "From the Drawing Board of a 

Coin-Engraver, Sketches by Christian Gobrecht 

for the Coinage of 1836-1839," by Elvira Eliza 

Clain-Stefanelli, appearing as a chapter of the 

ANA Anthology. Illustrated are many sketches of 

the era including items once owned by 

Gobrecht and gifted to the Smithsonian from his 

great-grandson Alfred Darrach as well as from 

another descendant, Ken Packard. 

Walter Breen's The Secret History of the 

Gobrecht Coinages 1836-1840, published by 

Wayte Raymond, 1954, is an invaluable source 

for contemporary Mint correspondence includ¬ 

ing certain items quoted above. » 

More About Mint Director David Rittenhouse 

Photo of the First United States Mint 

Recent correspondence from Dick Johnson to the Rittenhouse Society, named after 

America's first director of the Mint, told of his visit to a Philadelphia cemetery, further ob¬ 

serving: "Despite 200 years of exposure to the elements, David Rittenhouse's headstone 

is readable but broken in three pieces. 1 would have expected something far better in 

honor of America's first Mint Director." (Photos of headstone by Dick Johnson) 
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United States Silver Coins 

Half Dimes 
In the present Ran• Coin Review we offer a nice 

selection of half dimes including scarce "type" issues 

in higher grades as well as scarce dates and varieties 

from the Capped Bust series forward. Our presenta¬ 

tion of Liberty Seated varieties is especially notable. 

Take your pick of the coins you would like to own. 

Capped Bust Half Dimes 
1830 Valentine-9. Rarity-3. AU-55 (PCI).225 

1831 V-2. Rarity-4. AU-55. Brilliant.275 

1831 V-3. AU-53. Attractive rainbow toning.235 

1832 V-5. Rarity-2. MS-63 (NGC) Light amber ton¬ 

ing.595 

1832 V-6. Rarity-4. EF-40. Very attractive. 135 

1832 V-12a. Rarity-4. AU-50. Brilliant.275 

1833 V-l. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. An ideal coin for 

either a type set or a date collection.1,295 

1833 V-l. MS-63 (PCGS) Mostly brilliant with a whis¬ 

per of light golden peripheral toning. Lots of eve 

appeal!.595 

1833 V-3. EF-40 (ANACS). Pleasing light amber sur¬ 

faces.139 

Liberty Seated Half Dimes 
1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars, Small Date. MS-64 

(NGC). Incredibly toned in beautiful rainbow col¬ 

ors. Another of the many new purchases in this 

issue.1,650 

1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars. MS-62 (NGC) Li¬ 

lac and gray toning over smooth, lustrous sur¬ 

faces.795 

1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars. EF-40.185 

1839 No Drapery. MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant, frosty, lus¬ 

trous—and a nice strike, too!.725 

1839 No Drapery. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant 625 

1842 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant, satiny surfaces A reallv 

choice specimen of this early Philadelphia Mint 

Liberty Seated half dime.649 

1843 MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant A splendid little half 

dime, sparkling and lustrous.649 

1844 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

184A MS-64 (NGC). Very deep strike with excep¬ 

tional detail. Lustrous and frosty with delicate 

toning.475 

1845 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous with light golden ton¬ 

ing. 47s 

1847 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.599 

1851-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Light golden toning over sil¬ 

ver surfaces. Quite elusive at this grade level. In 

general, all New Orleans silver coins made prior 

to February 1853 are very difficult to locate in 

choice Mint State.695 

1851-0 AU-55 (NGC). Beautiful rainbow toning. 235 

1853 No Arrows. MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant. A verv 

nice specimen of this highly prized variety. At 

least 50 times rarer than the with-arrows half dime 

of the same year, although this situation is not well 

known.695 

1853 No Arrows. AU-50 (PCGS). Assuming the qual¬ 

ity is there, whenever we see an 1853 No Arrows 

half dime we buy it!.425 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 675 

through 1855, then discontinued. The Arrows design ex¬ 

tended to the half dime, dime, quarter dollar, and half dollar 

senes, not to the trime or silver dollar The tnme had a lower 

intrinsic value and metal composition, and the Liberty Seated 

dollar was allowed to "float" with its melt-down value being 

more than its face value, even after 1853. Such dollars were 

mainly used as bullion coins in the export trade to the Onenl. 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant.675 

1853 Arrows. AU-50. Light golden toning.110 

1853 Arrows. EF-45 (PCGS). Nicely toned.69 

1853- 0 Arrows. MS-64 (NGC). Light champagne sur¬ 

faces.  1,695 

1854 Arrows. MS-61 (NGC) Brilliant and lustrous. 585 

1854 Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.585 

1854 Arrows. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant with some light 

peripheral toning.365 

1854- 0 AU-50. Brilliant.. 135 

1855 .Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.625 

1857 MS-64 PCGSi Brilliant and frostv with a hint of 

golden toning. A superb piece.495 

1857-0 AU-50. Brilliant.195 

1858 Inverted Date. MS-64 iNGC). Brilliant and 

frosty with some light golden toning. This is one 

of the most glanng die cutting errors of the 19th 

century. The date was first cut upside doum and 

then corrected! An especially interesting coin 

you'll enjoy having in your collection. The die 

blunder is sharplv visible under low magnifica¬ 

tion. Elusive in all grades, rare so fine.1,750 
If we were collecting half dimes, this would be one of 

the first varieties we would buy! 

1858 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.525 

1858 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous.525 

1858 MS-62. Brilliant.165 

1858 Clashed dies. EF-45.55 

1859 Proof-64 (NGC). Important sub-tvpe with hol¬ 

low star points and slightlv differently configured 

Miss Libertv (this die being attributed to Anthony 

C. Paquet, per conventional wisdom).1,995 
Elsewhere in numismatics Paquet is remembered not 

only for many pattern coins, but for the distinctive reverse 

employed on certain varieties of 1801 $20 gold pieces. Interest¬ 

ingly, the New Orleans 1859-0 half dime is of the standard 

type—not the Paquet variation. 

Maximize Your Enjoyment! 
Buy a book or two or three for your 

library. We encourage you to do this, 

and to help you along we offer you 

special discounts. See our book section! 

THE COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO 

LIBERTY SEATED 

HALF DIMES 

Arrows were addl’d to the date to signify the reduced 

weight authorized by the Act of February 21. 1853 Although 

the weight stayed at the reduced level, arrows were uses! only 

The Complete Guide to Liberty 

Seated Half Dimes 

by Al Blythe 

Everything the interested collector needs to know about 

half dimes. 168 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBL-105. List price $29.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1859 MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous surfaces with delicate 

toning. Curious, ephemeral type with hollow star 

points.1,295 

1859-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. This issue is relatively 

available in lower grades, but is fairly elusive in 

Mint State, particularly in the high preservation 

offered here.850 

1859-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Especially lustrous and bril¬ 

liant. A splendid specimen of a quality not often 

seen.850 

1861 MS-60. Brilliant.125 

1862 MS-65 (NGC) Brilliant. Pivotal Civil War 

year.995 

1862 MS-62 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.165 

1863- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. This 1863-S combines 

high grade, great eye appeal, and a generous 

measure of rarity. A true find for the connoisseur 

and specialist.1,495 
San Francisco Mint coins in Uncirculated grade were 

recognized as being rare as early as the 1870s, or less than 20 

years after they were first issued. Unlike Philadelphia Mint 

coins of the 1860s, which were hoarded by the Treasury 

Department, San Francisco silver coins were paid out into the 

channels of commerce. 

Among the prime sources for San Francisco coins was 

W.F. Greany, who by 1881 advertised that he was a dealer. In 

February 1887 he was located at 827 Brannan Street, San 

Francisco, and advertised in The Curiosity World that "My 4th 

edition catalogue has just been published and contains selling 

prices of all the U.S. dollars, halves, quarters, 20C pieces, 

dimes, half dimes, nickel fives and threes, and two and one 

cent pieces. A fine line of electrotypes, a complete list of all the 

Confederate notes issued, a complete list of U.S. Fractional 

Currency.... The best catalogue published. It contains 32 pages 

of useful information." 

1864 MS-63. Attractive gunmetal-blue toning. A busi¬ 

ness strike, not a Proof, and thus of great rarity. 

Much foundational value, as even a well-worn 1864 

half dime is a numismatic delicacy.1,295 

1864- S MS-60. Light golden toning. About as nice as 

this issue is generally found. Branch mint half 

dimes were not recognized for their numismatic 

desirability until two or three decades later, by 

which time most had acquired wear.595 

1866 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant at the centers giving 

way to gorgeous iridescent toning at the rims. A 

superb and numismatically memorable specimen 

of one of the lowest mintage coins in the half dime 

series. Yet another half dime that is highly re¬ 

garded at all levels of preservation. The connois¬ 

seur will like this one.1,195 
This Mint State 1866 half dime is far rarer than an 

equivalent Proof, as Proofs were sold at a premium by the Mint 

and were saved by numismatists, while business strikes were 

generally ignored. 

1866 EF-45. Deep rose toning. Rare date.595 

1866-S MS-61 (PCGS). A very nice coin with a very 

nice pedigree.595 

From the Byron Reed Collection. 

1867 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive toning. A delightful 

half dime, one that is rare in all grades.835 

1869 MS-64. Brilliant with light amber toning. 

Needle-sharp strike. Rarer at this Mint State level 

than an equivalent Proof.750 

1870 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. Ideal for a high-grade 

type set.995 

1872 Mintmark above Bow. MS-63. Brilliant.160 

1873-S MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces. Swan 

song of the half dime denomination.475 

Dimes 
This issue of the Rare Coin Review offers many in¬ 

teresting dimes from the Draped Bust style onward. 

Among Capped Bust varieties are several Mint State 

pieces. Liberty Seated, Barber, and Mercury dimes 

also include interesting opportunities. 

Draped Bust Dimes 
1798 John Reich-4. F-12. Attractive medium gray ton¬ 

ing. Just purchased and offered here for the first 

time.775 

Pleasing 1804 Dime 

"$2.50 reverse" 

1804 JR-2. Rarity-5.14 Stars. VF-30 (ANACS). Silver 

and golden surfaces. An exceptionally pleasing 

specimen. Of added interest and importance as 

this identical reverse die was used to coin 1804 gold 

$2.50 pieces.6,950 

Capped Bust Dimes 
1814 JR-1. Rarity-3. AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant with deli¬ 

cate toning. A nice specimen of this early Capped 

Bust date.865 

1814 JR-3. Large Date. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and 

lustrous with delicate toning.2,195 

1814 JR-3. AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.799 

1820 JR-8. Rarity-3. Large 0 in Date. EF-40 (ANACS). 

Nicely toned.319 

1821 JR-8. Large Date. EF-40. Light gold surfaces. 349 

1823/2 JR-1. Small E's. AU-50. Not easy to find in this 

relatively high grade. The overdate feature lends 

interest.635 

1825 JR-2. EF-40. Deeply toned.325 

1827 JR-1. AU-53. 695 

1827 JR-3. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. Not easy to find at 

this grade level (just try to locate another!). Add 

it to your cabinet for only.1,295 

1827 JR-7 Rarity-3. AU-55 (NGC). Silver and irides¬ 

cent surfaces. An early dime with a lot of eye ap¬ 

peal.625 

1828 JR-1. Small 10 C. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. 1,695 

1829 JR-6. Rarity-3. Small 10C. EF-45. 295 

"Oil of Ice" 
The following letter is from T.F.H.: 

"Dear Dave and staff: 

"Once again, I read your wonderful 

Rare Coin Review (No. 125) and 1 can't 

seem to get past the intriguing articles 

for the coins! 'Oil of Ice' (p. 53) triggered 

my memory of Army Boot Camp at 

Fort Ord, CA, in the 1950s. Much of the 

area of the Fort was covered with ice 

plant, as is the nearby town of 

Monterey. Its less-flattering name is car- 

petweed —of European and Canary' Is¬ 

lands origin. In usual Army-style huge 

signs were displayed on the mounds of 

plants 'Do Not Walk on the Grass!' 

(closest thing to grass there). I suppose, 

like many plants (the aloe, etc.) the juice 

from the ice plant may have been ex¬ 

tracted for some potential health ben¬ 

efit. Such plant extractions are often re¬ 

ferred to as the 'oil of_', in chemis¬ 

try and apothecary jargon (oil of winter- 

green and oil of vitriol excepted). It will 

be interesting if a reader locates an old 

advertisement for Oil of Ice. 

"Also, I want to thank Janet of your 

staff for looking out for my best interests. 

In my recent order I forgot to ask for 

your 'Lagniappe.' When I called back, 

Gail answered and, tongue in cheek, told 

me flat out I could not have one unless I 

could pronounce the word! I asked her if 

she wanted to hear a 60-year-old man 

sob over the telephone! She laughed and 

said Janet had in fact already included 

one in my order. This was a great relief, 

as this is as close as I'll ever come to own¬ 

ing a Mint State New England 'copper.' 

It's a beauty, too! I did get past the ar¬ 

ticles and ordered two Morgan dollars 

from the Rare Coin Review. 

"I thoroughly enjoy your articles, 

your writing style and high quality of 

lesser-grade coins, which are within 

my means. You are blessed to have 

such gracious, kind ladies working for 

you. They always make my simplest 

inquiry or lowly purchase a truly en¬ 

joyable experience! Please extend my 

appreciation to both of them." 
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1829 JR-12. Rarity-3. EF40. Brilliant.245 

1830 JR-2. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. A splendid speci¬ 

men, just purchased.1,295 

1830 JR-6. AU-50. Brilliant.395 

1830 JR-7. Rarity-4. MS-62. Brilliant.775 

1831JR-4. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. 795 

1831 JR-5. MS-63. Rim break on reverse. Sharply 

struck. Pleasing light toning. A nice candidate for 

your type set.995 

1833 JR-1. Rarity-3. AU-53 (PCGS). Deep golden ton¬ 

ing.360 

1833 JR-5. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.825 

1834 JR-1. Large 4. MS-62 (NGC). Beautiful frosty 

surfaces with delicate golden toning around the 

rims. At the MS-62 level you'll have to search far 

and wide to find the equal of this.895 

1834 JR-2. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.969 

1834 JR-5. Large 4. MS-63 (NGC). Condition Census. 

Mostly brilliant with rosy golden peripheral ton¬ 

ing. About equal in quality to the finest example 

of the variety known to the authors of the John 

Reich dime book. You could search for years and 

not find its equal. Ideal for the variety specialist as 

well as the "type" collector.1,295 

1835 JR-1. MS-63 (PCGS). Light gold toning. 1,095 

1835 JR-5. AU-50. 345 

1835 JR-9. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and frosty. An out¬ 

standing example, probably in the Condition Cen¬ 

sus for the die variety. A prize for the alert 

specialist.2,195 

1836 JR-1. Rarity-3. MS-62 (NGC).795 

1836 JR-2. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.945 

1836 JR-2. AU-58 (NGC).395 

1837 JR-1. Rarity4. AU-53 (PCGS). Light gold surfaces 

with attractive orange peripheral toning.395 

1837 JR-3. Rarity-2. EF40.195 

Splendid 1837 Capped Bust Dime 

1837 JR4. MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid and thoroughly 

choice example, one of the very finest in exist¬ 

ence-far ahead of the finest known (MS-60) to 

the authors of the Early U.S. Dimes, 1796-1837 ref¬ 

erence book!.2,695 

Liberty Seated Dimes 
1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars, Large Date. MS-62 

(NGC). Mostly brilliant with a whisper of light 

golden toning.1,695 

1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars, Large Date. AU-55 

(ANACS). Always popular. Scarce two-year de¬ 

sign type.735 

1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars, Large Date. AU-50 

(ANACS). Lightly toned.869 

1837 Liberty Seated. No Stars, Large Date. VF-30. 315 

1838 Large Stars. AU-50 (PCGS).169 

1842-0 AU-50 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. 

Scarce in any grade, rare in AU. Offered here for 

the first time.1,195 

1849-0 VF-35 (NGC). A highly prized New Orleans 

issue. Indeed, this was a "very good year" at New 

Orleans regarding silver coin vintages.160 

1853 No Arrows. AU-58 (NGC) Lightly toned Date 

high, nearly touching base of rock above. Scarce, 

just 95,000 pieces were struck without arrows at 

the date, and many of those were probably melted 

when the design change occurred (arrows placed 

at date) later in the year.695 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant A popular 

"type" coin in any season.1,050 

1853 Arrows. MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant A splendid 

coin that is sure to please.1,050 

1853 Arrows. MS-63 Brilliant.675 

1853 Arrows. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 

1853 Arrows. EF45.75 

1858 MS-63. Brilliant.675 

1858 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.385 

1858 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with a whisper 

of light golden peripheral toning.385 

1859 AU-50 Brilliant . 159 

1860-S AU-50 (ANACS). Light gold toning.495 

1863- S AU-50 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces. Scarce 

in all high grades as such pieces were not 

numismatically noticed during their era.575 

1864- S MS-62 (ANACS). Light champagne surfaces 

Very rare in Mint State, as virtually no one (per¬ 

haps absolutely no one) collected S-Mint coins at 

the time! This was about a decade before certain 

westerners began to pay attention to their own 

coins.1,450 

1865- S AU-50 (PCGS). Brown and gray surfaces 1 ligh 

quality for an issue which when seen is apt to be 

in significantly lower grades than this.795 

1867 EF45 (ANAC S). Well-known, Unv-mintage date 

When we have one for sale, likely as not it is a 

Proof! Business strikes are very rare. 1,150 

1872 MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant 

1872-S AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant. Scarce ^o fine 575 

1873 Arrows. MS-60 (ANACS).495 

The World's Finest Hobby! 
We enjoy coins ourselves, and vve 

will do your best to share our enjoy¬ 

ment with you. Coin collecting has 

been called the world's finest hobby. 

The building of a fine collection can be 

a stimulating mental challenge, a pleas¬ 

ant pursuit, an escape from the cares of 

the everyday world. And, no two col¬ 

lections are ever exactly alike. 

1873 Arrows. AU-50 (PCGS). Attractive golden and 

light iridescent toning. One of the nicest you'll 

ever see at the AU grade level.350 

1874 Arrows. AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.310 

1874- S Arrows. AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.625 

1875- CC Mintmark Above Bow. MS-64 (NGC). 

Beautiful satiny surfaces.655 

1H75-CC AU-50 (ANACS). Toned.89 

1876- CC MS-64. Satiny surfaces with a whisper of 

light golden peripheral toning. A splendid speci¬ 

men struck on the downside of the glory years of 

the Comstock Lode..'..465 

1876- CC AU-58 (NGC). Attractive iridescent ton¬ 

ing.119 

1877- CC MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant.595 

1882 MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden toning. A common 

date in rather uncommon (for this date) grade. As 

such, an opportunity to acquire a high-level coin 

for your type set at just a fraction of what you 

would have to pay for a rarity (such as an early S- 

Mint dime) in comparable grade.1,095 

1883 MS63 (PCGS) Brilliant.275 

1884 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,095 

1885 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant.395 

1885 MS-63. Brilliant centers with light amber periph¬ 

eral toning.219 

Gem 1886-S Rarity 

1886-S MS-641 PCGSi Bnlliant. diarplv struck, lustrous, 

and rare (what more could be asked?).5,295 

1889- S AU-58. Bnlliant.219 

1890- S MS-63 (NGC) Brilliant and someyvhat 

prooflike.595 

1890-S NlS-62 (NGC). Brilliant \\ ith delicate periph¬ 

eral toning.495 

Barber Dimes 
Barber dimes, minted from 1892 to 1916, are inter¬ 

esting to collect. In this issue yve offer a nice selection 

across a yvide variety of dates and grades. 

1892 MS-62. Light gold surfaces.119 

1892-0 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. First vear of issue. 

Fairly scarce, more so than its market price re¬ 

flects.260 

1893 MS-65 (NGC). Attractive golden iridescent ton- 

1893-0 VF-25.129 

1893-0 VF-20.119 

1893-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.619 

1894-0 VF-30. Scarce in all grades.259 

1895 F-15. A scarce early date in the Barber dime se¬ 

ries, one that is in constant demand in grades of 

Fine or higher. This is the most highly regarded 

date among Barber dimes 1892-1916 (with the 

1894 in second place).365 
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1895-0 VF-25. A lovely specimen of this much de¬ 

sired, much admired issue.1,250 

1896 VF-20.62 

Memorable 1896-0 Dime 

1896-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous with 

golden toning around the periphery. A splen¬ 

did coin that is fully the equal of some we have 

seen graded MS-65. Just purchased, this rarity 

is one of the highlights in the present offering. 

We guarantee you will be pleased!.4,695 

1897-0 AU-50. Lightly toned.700 

1897-0 EF-40. Very nice eye appeal.490 

1897- 0 F-12. Light golden surfaces.259 

1898- 0 VF-25.125 

1899- 0 VF-25.109 

1899- S EF-45.49 

1900 EF-45.29 

1900- 0 VF-35. Very attractive.159 

1901- 0 F-12. 12 

1902- 0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and quite rare with 

this combination of high grade and excellent eye 

appeal.975 

1902- S AU-50.165 

1903- S AU-50. Brilliant. A very nice specimen of one 

of the key issues in the Barber dime series. 1,050 

1903-S EF-40. A very pleasing example.750 

1903-S VF-20. Not often do we have a nice VF speci¬ 

men for sale. Such coins are usually found one at 

a time.495 

1903- S F-12. A low-mintage key date.350 

1904- 0 EF-40. Nicely toned.315 

1904-S AU-55. Lightly toned.525 

1904- S F-12.145 

1905- 0 EF-45.75 

1905-S MS-60, prooflike.265 

1905-S MS-60.225 

1906 AU-50 (ANACS).45 

1906-S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. From San Francisco's 

earthquake year.335 

1907- S AU-58 (ANACS). Brilliant.165 

1908 VF-25.12 

1908- D AU-50.65 

1909- D MS-62 (PCGS). Attractively toned.695 

1909-S EF-40.195 

1909- S VF-30.145 

1910- D MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden toning. A splen¬ 

did coin.735 

1910- S AU-58. Brilliant.249 

1911 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.250 

1911 AU-50.49 

1911- S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.455 

1912- D AU-50.49 

1912- D VF-20.9 

1913 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 

1913- S VF-30. An ever-popular low-mintage dime. 135 

1914- S MS-63. Brilliant.315 

1915 EF-45.32 

1916 Barber. AU-50.49 

Mercury Dimes 
In the listings to follow are many choice Mercury 

dimes of especially high quality. Note that a collec¬ 

tion toward the end of the series, from the 1930s to 

1945, can be assembled for very low cost, including 

beautiful Mint State pieces. 

1916 Mercury. MS-66 FB (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

light golden peripheral toning.289 

1916- S Mercury. MS-65. Brilliant.189 

1917 MS-63. Brilliant.65 

1917- D MS-64 (ANACS). Light golden toning.... 395 

1917-D MS-63 FB (NGC). Brilliant, frosty.695 

1917- D AU-55 (PCGS).119 

1918- D MS-64. Brilliant.295 

1918-D MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant.295 

1918- S MS-64 (PCGS). Attractive blue and rose sur¬ 

faces.350 

1919- D MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. Deeply 

frosty. A splendid specimen of a quality seldom 

encountered.595 

1920 MS-66 FB (NGC). Deeply toned in rainbow iri¬ 

descence.995 

1920- D MS-63 FB (PCGS). Pale champagne iride<. 

cence on satiny surfaces. Nice eye appeal for the 

grade.550 

1921 VF-20 (PCGS).199 

1921- D MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant with a whisper of pale 

golden toning. One of the key dates in the Mer¬ 

cury dime series, eagerly sought in most grades, 

but particularly so in Mint State.1,495 

1923 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Light champagne sur¬ 

faces.245 

1924-S MS-61 FB (NGC). Brilliant. A difficult variety 

to find with fully split bands. Highly lustrous and 

much finer than the grade implies.819 

The Eliasberg 1925-D Dime 

1925-D MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A 

superb coin with the world's finest pedigree. What 

more could be asked? Just purchased.3,795 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg Sr., Collection. 

1925-D MS-64 FB (PCGS). Brilliant and frosty. As nice 

as some we have seen at the MS-65 level. Quality 

and a bargain, in our opinion.1,295 

1926-D MS-64. Brilliant.269 

1926-D MS-63 FB (NGC). Brilliant.345 

1926-D MS-63 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.345 

1926-S AU-58. Brilliant. 550 

1926-S AU-50 (ANACS). Brilliant.435 

1926-S EF-45 (PCI). Brilliant.295 

1926-S EF-40. A nice original piece.219 

1926- S EF-40 (ANACS). A nice attractive piece. . 219 

1927- D MS-63 FB. Brilliant.595 

1929 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1929 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1929 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Attractively splashed with 

deep golden toning over lustrous surfaces... 285 

1934 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1935-S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Beautiful golden toned sur¬ 

faces.975 

1937 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1937- D MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.179 

1938 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.550 

1938- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1938- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Attractive deep golden sur¬ 

faces.265 

1939 Proof-64 (NGC). Brilliant.235 

1939- D MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1940 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1940 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1940 MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1940 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.53 

1940- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.210 

1940-S MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1941 Proof-67 (PCGS). Brilliant. 575 

1941 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 1 19 

1942 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.145 

1942 MS-66 FB (PCGS) Brilliant 96 

Official Guide to Coin Grading 
and Counterfeit Detection 

Edited by Scott A. Travers 

Introduction by Q. David Bowers 

Explains and illustrates the standards for grading Mint State 

coins, plus information on counterfeits, forgery, cleaning, and 

more. 324 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BRH-200. List price $29.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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1942- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1943 MS-65 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1943- S MS-66 FB (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1944 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. We recently bought a nice 

group of frosty, brilliant gems. Buy a single piece for 

$59 or squirrel away a group of 10 for.529 
Use this listing to build your own set of choice Mint 

State Mercury dimes. We offer a combination of high technical 

(numerical) grade, plus nice eye appeal, plus reasonable mar¬ 

ket price. 

1944 MS-60. Brilliant.7 

1944-D MS-66. Brilliant.42 

1944-D MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.42 

1944- D MS-66 (PCGS). Light golden toning.42 

1945- S MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1945-S MicroS. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.89 

1945-S MicroS. M^65 (NGC). Brilliant.65 

1945- S Micro S. MS-65 (PCGS). Light gold surfaces. 85 

Roosevelt Dimes 
1946- 1976 78-piece set. Missing the 1972 coin. Housed 

in a Capital Plastic holder.129 

1946-1980-D 61-piece partial set. Housed in a 

Whitman holder.99 

1950 Proof-66. Brilliant.35 

1950 Proof-65. Brilliant.2'-* 

20C Pieces 
We can't sell what we don't own. As luck would 

have it, we were not able to find much in the way of 

20-cent pieces during our recent buying campaign. 

1875-S MS-62 (PCGS). Lightly toned a lovely golden 

hue. A "high end" specimen that is sure to delight 

its next owner.785 

1875-S AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

Quarter Dollars 
We present a very nice selection of quarter dollars 

commencing with the rare 1804 and continuing into 

the present century. Along the way are many scarce 

"types" as well as rare varieties. 

Early Quarter Dollars 
1804 Browning-1. VG-10 (PCGS). Pleasing silver gru\ 

surfaces. Always popular key-date issue... 1,795 

Lovely 1805 Quarter Dollar 

1805 B-2. Rarity-3. AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant, lustrous 

surfaces.3,350 

1805 B-2. EF45. Beautiful light gray surfaces. A qual¬ 

ity coin.1,995 

1806 B-3. VF-35 (NGC). Nice original surfaces... 995 

1807 B-la, Rarity-4. VF-35 (PCGS). Medium silver 

gray. A scarce variety from the final year of this 

short-lived (1804-1807) design type. Very attrac¬ 

tive and desirable.1,195 

1818 B-2. VF-30 (ANACS).365 

1818 B-3. FF-40 (PCGS). Attractive pewter gray sur¬ 

faces.695 

1818 B-4. Rarity-2. VF-25.319 

1818 B-4. VF-20. Deep gray surfaces.249 

1818 B-8. Rarity-3. EF-40 (NGC) Medium to deep 

golden gray toning.695 

1818 B-8. Rarity-3. VF-20 (ANACS).295 

1820 B-2. Large O. VF-20. 265 

1820 B 3 Rarity-4. 1—12.139 

1821 B-4 Rarity 2 \ l 20 (ANACS).265 

Rare 1822 25/50C Reverse 

1822 25/50C B-2. VG-10 Light gray surfaces. Die 

blunder well defined. This variety no doubt was 

created when a Mint employee was thinking half 

dollars instead of quarter dollars when cutting the 

die! Interestingly, this same reverse die was used 

later (in 1828).4^250 
1822 B-l. AU-53 Light silver gray surfaces with iri¬ 

descent toning around the borders. A splendid 

coin offering rarity and beauty combined! 1,795 

1822 B-l. VF-25 (NGC).   395 

1824/2 B-l. VF-20 (ANACS).445 

1825 B-l. Rarity-5. VF-20. 495 

1825 B-2. AU-55 (NGC). Pleasing gold toning 1,295 

1825 B-Z EF-40 (NGC) 765 
1828 B-l. Rarity-2. AU-53 (PCGS). A gorgeous speci¬ 

men.1,550 

1831 B-4. Small Letters. AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant cen¬ 

ters with light rose and golden peripheral ton¬ 

ing.735 

1831 B-5. AU-55 (NGC).685 

1831 B-5. AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous with light ton¬ 

ing.595 

1832 B-3. AU-58 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces. 430 

1834 B-l. AU-50 (NGC) Brilliant. 529 
1834 B-4. AU-50 (ANACS). Gorgeous light iridescent 

toning.495 

1834 B-5. Rarity-6. VF-35. 525 

1836 B-2. Rarity-3+. AU-50 (PCGS).695 

1836 B-2. Rarity-3+. EF-40. 225 

1838 B-l. MS-62 (NGC). Lovely orange-gold and 

pewter gray iridescence on frosty surfaces. A tiny 

drift mark near the fourth obverse star. Coined 

during the final year of the Capped Bust design 

type, which by this time was anachronistic in the 

silver series (save for the half dollar).1,045 

1838 B-l. AU-50 (NGC). Brilliant with just a whisper 

of light golden peripheral toning. Another coin 

from this pivotal year in the quarter dollar series; 

the Liberty Seated design made its debut later in 

1838.525 

Liberty Seated Quarters 
1838 No Drapery. EF-40 (PCGS). A nice original 

piece.310 

1840-0 With Drapery. MS-60. Very lustrous. Bril¬ 

liant with light golden toning. A few notches 

quality-wise above the usually seen example of 

this issue.1,260 

1843 MS-61 (PCGS) Brilliant centers with attractive 

amber and blue peripheral toning.510 

1844-0 EF-45 (ANACS).195 

1852 AU-58 (ANACS).475 

1853 Arrows and Rays. MS-62 (ANACS).1,595 

1857 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant.1,195 

1857-0 AU-58 Brilliant. Fairly rare at this grade 

level.565 

Rare Mint State 1858-0 25c 

1858-0 MS-62 NGC) Light grav centers with deep 

rainbow peripheral toning. Although the 1858-0 

is plentiful in worn grades, in Mint State it is a 

raritv.2950 

1858- 0 AU-53 (PCGS). Nice golden surfaces.495 

1859- 0 AU-58 NGC) Much lustre remaining. Pleas¬ 

ing golden surfaces.795 

1860- S VF-20. Pleasing gold and rose surfaces... 993 

1862 VF-30.75 

Pleasing 1864 Quarter 

1864 MS-64 (NGC). Verv nice amber, blue, and gold 

toning.2,895 

1864- S VF-35 (PCGS). Very scarce in all grades. This 

attractive VF-35 represents a find for the specialist 

who does not want to spend thousands of dollars 

for a significantly higher grade specimen.... 1,495 

1865- S VF-20. Nice surfaces.299 

1867 AU-50 (ANACS). Lightly toned. A key date in 

any grade. Coins at the AU level are few and very 

far between.695 

1867 EF-45 (PCGS). A rarity in this grade, although 

not widely appreciated or priced as such.575 

1869 AU-53 (NGC). Lightly toned.975 
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1873 Arrows. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. 

Ever desirable for inclusion in a type set.... 1,095 

1873 Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

light golden peripheral toning.950 

1873 Arrows. MS-60 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

Rare 1873-CC Quarter Dollar 

1873-CC Arrows. F-12. A rarity in any and all grades 

including this one.5,695 

From the john ]ay Pittman sale. 

1874 Arrows. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. A 

suitable example of this popular two-year-only 

design type.995 

1874 Arrows. AU-50 (PCGS).465 

1874- S EF-45 (ANACS).345 

1875- CC MS-62. Gorgeous amber surfaces.1,795 

Remarkable Gem 1875-S Quarter 

1875-S MS-65 (PCGS). A superb gem, remarkable for 

its beauty and high quality. The coin is well 

struck, with satiny, lustrous fields, overlaid with 

delicate toning. An item for the connoisseur. Few 

comparable pieces exist anywhere.3,450 

1876 AU-50.135 

1877-CC MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned.1,150 

1877- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.455 

1878 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.315 

1878- CC MS-60. Brilliant.525 

1879 AU-55 (PCGS). Low-mintage issue.549 

1891 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. Last year of the Liberty 

Seated series.495 

1891-S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.350 

Barber Quarters 
1892 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. First year of the de¬ 

sign.595 

1892 AU-58. Brilliant.159 

1892 EF-45 (PCGS). Nice rainbow toning.84 

1892-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.725 

1892-0 MS-62. Brilliant.350 

1892-0 MS-60. 295 

1892-0 EF-40.105 

1892-S AU-58. Brilliant.365 

1892-S AU-50. Scarce.285 

1893 AU-58. Brilliant.175 

1893 AU-53.135 

1893-0 MS-60. Brilliant.295 

1893-S AU-58. Brilliant.365 

1893- S EF-45. Brilliant.185 

1894 Proof-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.645 

1894 AU-58. Brilliant.185 

1894- 0 AU-58. Brilliant.245 

1894-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.825 

1894-S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.450 

1894-S MS-60. Brilliant.325 

1894-S AU-55 (NGC). Brilliant.235 

1894- S VF-25.55 

1895 VF-35.56 

1895 VF-25.45 

1895- 0 MS-60. Brilliant.425 

1895-0 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.299 

1895-S MS-60. Brilliant.359 

1895- S EF-45.129 

1896 AU-58. Brilliant.195 

1896 AU-55. Brilliant.175 

1896- 0 MS-62. Brilliant.1,195 

1896-0 AU-55. Brilliant.850 

1896-0 VF-35 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1896-0 VF-30. Lightly toned.275 

1896-0 VF-20. 245 

Key 1896-S Rarity 

1896-S EF-45 (ANACS). Lightly toned. A splendid 

specimen of one of the best known rarities in the 

series. Just purchased and offered here for the first 

time.2,795 

1897 AU-58. Brilliant.159 

1897-0 EF-40 (ANACS). Scarce in all grades 345 

1898 MS-60. Brilliant.185 

1898 EF-40. 99 

1898-0 MS-62 (ANACS). Golden toning. Scarce in 

Mint State.895 

1898-0 VF-25.L55 

1898- S EF-40.99 

1899 MS-63. Brilliant.265 

1899- 0 MS-62. Brilliant. 

1899-S MS-60. Brilliant. 473 

1899-S AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant.275 

1899-S AU-50. Brilliant.209 

1899- S EF-40.125 

1900 MS-60. Brilliant.185 

1900- 0 AU-50. Lightly toned.325 

1900-S AU-58. Brilliant.195 

1900-S AU-55. Brilliant.149 

1900-S AU-50. Light golden surfaces.125 

1900-S VF-25.55 

1901 MS-60. Brilliant.175 

1901 AU-53.135 

1901 AU-50. Brilliant.119 

1901 VF-25.35 

1902 AU-53. Brilliant.135 

1902 EF-45.79 

1902 EF-45 (PCGS).79 

1902-S MS-62. Brilliant.525 

1902-S AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1902-S EF-45. Mostly brilliant.135 

1902- S VF-20...65 

1903 Proof-61 (NGC). Brilliant.419 

1903 AU-58. Brilliant.159 

1903 AU-50.125 

1903- 0 AU-58 (ANACS). Light champagne sur¬ 

faces.345 

1903-0 AU-55. Brilliant.350 

1903-S AU-58. Brilliant.350 

1903-S VF-25.69 

1904 MS-62. Brilliant.235 

THINGS HAVE CHANGED since circa 1905 when this photo 

was taken of a barber shop. Three white-jacketed tonsorial artists 

await the arrival of customers. Meanwhile, racks on the far wall hold 

custom shaving mugs for the clients of each. 

' 
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This & That 

THE Y2K PROBLEM: Much has been 

said about the computer problems that will 

occur when the year 2000 becomes a real¬ 

ity, according to an announcement from 

our local Community Bank and Trust 

Company, which hit the ground running 

some time ago and expects to have no 

problems. Elsewhere, "when we enter into 

the Year 2000, computers may interpret '00' 

as '1900' instead of '2000/ As a result many 

computers may produce errors or cease to 

function altogether." Of course, this is 

hardly news to anyone who reads newspa¬ 

pers or has a television set. Separately, an 

announcement from the Federal Reserve 

System states that a lot of extra cash (fold¬ 

ing green money) will be made available to 

banks before the fateful witching hour, for 

those who feel more comfortable with hav¬ 

ing money under their mattresses. How¬ 

ever, there is one Y2K problem which we 

haven't seen mentioned in print, and we 

wonder what is happening: Many grave¬ 

stones have been prepared in advance, 

with such notations for someone still living 

as: "1932-19 — ." What happens when these 

people live to the year 2000 and beyond? 

The best idea we have seen comes from a 

relative: "Simply carve the last date of 

1999, then +5, +20, or whatever, when the 

person dies." The extra years can be con¬ 

sidered a bonus! Concerning our latest 

laptop computer (we have had a succes¬ 

sion of these handy little things), a Dell 

Latitude model, it seems to be all set. If we 

still have it in the year 2000 we don't an¬ 

ticipate a problem. Besides, most of the 

stuff in our computer has to do with years 

in the past, not years in advance, such as a 

bunch of stuff we entered from the 1863 

year recently. 
• • • • 

RUSS RULAU, who it seems spends 

about 24 hours a day researching and writ¬ 

ing about tokens, called to say that the 

brand-new edition of The Medallic Portraits 

of Washington, co-authored with Dr. George 

J. Fuld and with contributions from many 

others, will be in print within the next few 

months. This essential volume was last 

updated in 1983, which is prehistoric in 

terms of what the coin and token market 

has done since that time. We'll be stocking 

this book and will be making an announce¬ 

ment in this issue. 
• • • • 

THE MORE THINGS CHANGE the 

more they stay the same. Emphasis in re¬ 

cent times has been on visiting amusement 

parks, especially if they have old-fashioned 

things like roller coasters. Recently Ameri¬ 

can Heritage ran a multi-page color spread 

on roller coasters, with the editor, Richard 

Snow, stating that he would go 100 miles 

out of his way to visit such an interesting 

device. No sooner had we finished reading 

this than a copy of The Penn Stater arrived 

with a color cover featuring the coaster at 

Kennywood Park (near Pittsburgh). Now, 

we'll keep an eye out to see if such old- 

fashioned items as Circle Swings and the 

ever-changing sea experience a revival. 

Not to worry about merry-go-rounds, they 

seem to be eternally popular. 
• • • • 

THE LATEST NEWS: "The US De¬ 

partment of Transportation has proposed to 

the 10 major U.S. airlines a set of guidelines 

designed to accommodate passengers with 

peanut allergies. Its solution: each plane 

should have a designated 'peanut-free 

zone'." (Wall Street Journal) Of course, they 

already have a free peanut zone (the entire 

plane), but that is different. This reminds us 

of an interesting situation a few years ago in 

which a particular American Airlines flight 

from Boston to Los Angeles had a "coin 

zone." A number of dealers were aboard, 

and 

before 

long they re¬ 

arranged their 

seating (there were a fair 

number of empty seats available) 

so that a lively several hours of trading soon 

developed. For our part, we bought some 

very nice "type coins including, if memorv 

serves, a really choice Mint State 1853 Lib- 

ertv Seated dollar. 
• • • • 

\ MARKS THE SPOT, OR DOES 

IT?: We have taken exception to the use of 

the term "XF” on certified holders (not to 

mention many other places) as a way of ex¬ 

pressing "EF," meaning Extremely Fine, 

the well-known coin grade. Reader Sam 

Lukes recently sent a listing of coins with a 

comment, "You'll notice I use the 'EF' attri¬ 

bution, I, like yourself, hate to see 'XF' 

used. Ha!" Lukes also included a clipping 

about the late Roy Rogers, which stated 

that the late well-known cowbov actor en¬ 

joyed spare time activities including run¬ 

ning a speedboat, running a sled pulled by 

huskies, practicing archery, and racing 

homing pigeons. 
• • • • 

THE GREAT COWBOYS OF THE 

SILVER SCREEN are a vanishing species, 

what with the passing not only of Roy 
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Rogers but, more recently. Gene Autry as 

well. Autry had a passing interest in nu¬ 

mismatics, and about 20 years ago he 

bought a 1915-S Panama-Pacific com¬ 

memorative set from us. 
• • • • 

IT'S ALL IN THE NAME: A recent 

feature article in the New York Times Maga¬ 

zine told about variant spellings of first 

names, including 15 different ways to spell 

"Cameron" and many different ways to 

spell "Elizabeth," including the seemingly 

closer to reality "Alizabeth." And, those 

who may be named Kathryn can also be 

named Katharine, Catherine, Catharine, 

and so on. We were reminded of this the 

other day when we received a catalogue 

from Periodyssey, a seller of out-of-print 

magazines, noting a lady with an unusu¬ 

ally spelled first name had been added to 

the staff, and to aid readers the title page 

hopefully saifl that she was "Kayt (pro¬ 

nounced 'Kate')." 
• • • • 

INCENTIVE: We recently sent a very 

nice 1848 book to a highly accomplished 

book binder and asked that it be restored 

for our library, including the leather bind¬ 

ing, marbled end papers, etc., retaining the 

original labels and other cover elements. 

The quotation came back for $165, quite 

reasonable in relation to this gentleman's 

expertise, with this incentive, which we 

took advantage of: "Time: 8 months, or 10 

weeks if you prepay the order." 
• • • • 

A QUESTION OF IDENTITY: The 

automobile on the reverse of the $10 bill 

has long been considered to be a Model A 

Ford. That is, until now. In recent months 

some other names have reached print, with 

one person stating for sure that it was an 

Elmore (on the basis that all taxicabs —if, 

indeed, this was a taxicab —in Washington 

were the Elmore brand) and radio com¬ 

mentator Paul Harvey stating that it was a 

Hupmobile (the Harvey comment being 

picked up and reported by David Ganz). 
• • • • 

PET POWER: Recently we noted sev¬ 

eral items contributing to health and well¬ 

being. One stated that owners of cats were, 

in general, happier and healthier than those 

who did not like these furry creatures (your 

editor's house has two, Katmandu and 

Moonshine). Now comes an article in the 

Wall Street Journal about the "healing power 

of pet fish," noting, using a very limited sur¬ 

vey, that the American Pet Products Manu¬ 

facturers Association, "ignoring other vari¬ 

ables, reports that people who don't own 

fish are more than twice as likely to have 

high blood pressure than those who keep 

fish as pets." Now comes a problem: what if 

your pet cat eats the fish?! 
• • • • 

RESUBMISSIONS: As is well-known, 

the various reports issued by the commer¬ 

cial grading services as to the number of 

coins certified are interesting, but must be 

taken with large grains of salt in some in¬ 

stances. Often a coin is submitted again and 

again in order to acquire a desired grade. 

An acquaintance once stated that he sent a 

1916-D dime to a grading service two dozen 

times before it came back in the grade he 

considered to be "right." Now comes a let¬ 

ter from correspondent D.K., who com¬ 

ments that a particular silver dollar in his 

possession "has been 'cracked-out' and sub¬ 

mitted at least 20 times to both grading ser¬ 

vices." As we have remarked elsewhere, 

one of these times there'll be more coins cer- 

This & That 

tified than were minted to begin with (this 

being particularly likely in the area of Proof 

gold coins). 
• • • • 

BRILLIANT IDEA? On September 

9th the House of Representatives passed a 

bill providing for the celebration in the 

year 2004 of the 125th anniversary of the 

invention of the incandescent light bulb by 

Thomas Edison. While we think this is cer¬ 

tainly worth commemorating, we question 

the 125th anniversary concept —but on the 

other hand we've had the 38th anniversary 

of the Korean War, so perhaps odd anni¬ 

versaries are in fashion. For example, next 

year, 1999, marks the 161th anniversary of 

the resumption of specie payments (paying 

out of gold and silver coins) by banks dur¬ 

ing the Hard Times era. 
• • • • 

CONGRATULATIONS, WOLFE- 

BORO: Our town is one of 100 places 

listed in the new book, The Great Towns of 

America, by David Vokac. We haven't seen 

a copy yet, but we enjoyed reading the an¬ 

nouncement in our local paper. "He de¬ 

voted two years and 60,000 miles criss¬ 

crossing the nation, in a determined effort 

to select the 100 best...." 
• • • • 

"ONE OF THE DUTIES of Prince 

Charles' valet is to iron the five-pound notes 

that he puts in the collection plate at Sunday 

church service, folded so that Queen 

Elizabeth's head is facing outwards." 

(Christopher Buckley in Forbes FYI). 
• • • • 

A COMPLIMENT or not? In recent 

news accounts, both Bill Clinton and Prince 

Charles have been called "reptiles." As a 

lover of certain reptiles (turtles included) 

your editor wonders whether these leading 

officials have been complimented, or what? 
• • • • 

DENVER'S OLD and quite large 

Stapleton Airport (which we've gone in and 

out of many times) gave way a couple years 

ago to the huge new airport facility opened 

on the high plains west of the city. Mean¬ 

while, Stapleton assets are being sold off, 

including baggage-handling equipment 

that went to airports in the Andes Moun¬ 

tains in Peru. The Stapleton acreage is now 

being developed as a commercial complex. 
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United States Silver Coins for Sale i 
1904- 0 AU-58. Brilliant.535 

1905 MS-62 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.199 

1905 AU-58. Brilliant.159 

1905 EF-45.85 

1905 EF-40. Brilliant.59 

1905 VF-20.35 

1905- 0 AU-58. Brilliant.425 

1905- S AU-58. Brilliant.285 

1906 MS-62. Brilliant.275 

1906- D MS-60. Brilliant.225 

1906-D EF40. 89 

1906- D VF-20.45 

1907 Proof-60.350 

1907- D AU-55. Brilliant.215 

1907-D AU-50.185 

1907-D VF-30.55 

1907-0 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant centers with light 

golden toning. A rarity at this grade level. Not of¬ 

ten is a piece of this quality offered for sale. 1,195 

1907-0 AU-55. Lightly toned..165 

1907- S AU-58. Brilliant.335 

1908 MS-60. Brilliant.215 

1908- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and frosty 675 

1908-D MS-60. Brilliant. 225 

1908-0 MS-61 (NGC). Attractive amber toning.. 235 

1908-0 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous with 

light champagne peripheral toning.235 

1908-0 AU-58. Brilliant.175 

1908-0 AU-53.135 

1908-0 AU-53 (ANACS). Very’ attractive.135 

1908-0 VF-30.41 

1908- S AU-58. Brilliant.519 

1909- D MS-61 (ANACS). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.219 

1909-D AU-58. Brilliant.175 

1909-D AU-55.165 

1909-D AU-53.159 

1909- S MS-60. Brilliant.295 

1910 MS-63. Lightly toned. The reverse, if graded 

separately, could be listed as MS-65. 335 

1910 EF45. Brilliant.89 

1910- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. 1,450 

1910-D MS-60. Brilliant.350 

1910- D EF-40. Light golden toning.99 

1911- D AU-58. Brilliant 

1911-D VF-20 (PCGS).210 

1911-S MS-65 (NGC). A splendid specimen of this 

San Francisco issue. Not easy to find at this grade 

level.1,595 

1911- S EF-45. Brilliant.175 

1912 MS-62. Brilliant.210 

1912- S AU-58. Brilliant.275 

1913 MS-62. Brilliant.1,095 

1913 EF-45 (NGC). Low-mintage date. Lightly 

toned.465 

1913 VF-25.161 

1913- D AU-50. Brilliant.165 

1914 MS-62. Brilliant.210 

1914- D AU-50.119 

1914-D EF40. Brilliant.65 

1914-S VF-20. 245 

1915 MS-62. Brilliant.210 

1915 EF45.75 

1915-D MS-63. Brilliant.245 

1915-D EF-40.75 

1915-S AU-55. Brilliant.215 

1915-S AU-53.209 

1915- S VF-20.45 

1916 Barber. MS-62. Brilliant.210 

1916- D Barber. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. 

Another of our new purchases.1,495 

1916-D Barber. MS-63. Brilliant.245 

1916-D Barber. AU-50. Brilliant.99 

Standing Liberty Quarters 
Quarters of this design, produced from 1916 to 

1930, are at once interesting and beautiful. In this is¬ 

sue we offer a nice selection. Our new purchases 

include not one but two of the seldom-seen 1916 and 

a high-grade 1918/7-S overdate. 

Mint State 1916 Rarity 

1916 MS-62 FH (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful. Only 

52,000 were minted, and most of these went into 

general circulation. A key issue in the series, one 

of the most famous 20th-century American rari¬ 

ties.7,950 

Brilliant AU 1916 Quarter 

1916 AU-55 (ANACS). Brilliant and attractive An¬ 

other example, just purchased, of this endlessly 

popular rarity.4,795 

1917 Type I. MS-62 FH. Brilliant.235 

1917-D Type I. MS-64 FH (NGC). Brilliant.850 

1917-D Type I. MS-64 FH (PCGS). Brilliant.850 

1917-D Type I. MS-63 FH Brilliant.559 

1917-D Type I. MS-63 FH (NGC). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous.559 

1917-SType I. AU-55. Brilliant.230 

1917 Type II. AU-58. Brilliant.115 

1917-D. Type II. MS-63. Brilliant.309 

1917-D Type II. VF-20.73 

Brilliant AU 1918/7-S Rarity • 

1918/7-S AU-55 (NGC) Brilliant and lustrous surfaces 

with light toning around the rims. Overdate 

boldly defined. A magnificent specimen.... 9,850 

1918/7-S Overdate Rarity 

1918/7-S EF40 N'GCi A splendid overdate. Indeed, 

this is one of the finest we have ever seen at this 

grade level. The overdate feature is as bold as can 

be, the surfaces are a pleasing silver gray, and 

there is even some mint lustre to be seen in the 

protected areas of the coin's surfaces.4,495 

1918/7-S VG-10 (PCGS). Another new purchase. A 

splendid example at the VG level.1,595 

1918-D MS-64 Brilliant Lustrous and beautiful Not 

easy to find in this combination of high grade and 

high quality.725 

V •• * : 
X 

Standing 
Liberty 

Quarters 

Standing Liberty Quarters 
byJ.H. Cline 

A comprehensive guide to this popular series by an ac¬ 

knowledged expert (whose reference collection, by the way, 

we had the honor of showcasing at auction a few years 

ago). 175 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BCL-700. List price $24.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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United States Silver Coins for Sale 

1918-D MS-63. Brilliant.355 

1918-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.795 

1918-S MS-63. Brilliant.329 

1918-S AU-55. Brilliant.125 

1918-S AU-50.89 

1919 MS-63. Brilliant.209 

1919 MS-62 FH (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1919 MS-60 FH (ANACS). Light golden toning.. 219 

1919 AU-55.115 

1919-D MS-63. Light golden toning. An especially 

nice piece.  1,295 

1919-D MS-62 FH. Brilliant.1,725 

1919-D VF-30. Brilliant.259 

1919-S EF-45. Light golden toning.465 

1919-S EF-45 (NGC). Very attractive.465 

1919-S VF-30.245 

1919- S VF-20 (NGC).225 

1920 MS-64 FH. Brilliant.435 

1920 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.155 

1920 AU-58 FH. Brilliant.149 

1920- D MS-63. Brilliant.835 

1920-S MS-63. Brilliant.859 

1921 MS-64. Brilliant. Highly acclaimed as a key is¬ 

sue. A beautiful specimen that is guaranteed to 

please (as always).1,295 

1921 AU-58. Brilliant...465 

1921 AU-50. Light golden toning.375 

1921 VF-25. 225 

1923 AU-58. Brilliant.105 

1923 AU-55 (ANACS). Brilliant.79 

1923 EF-40.45 

1923 VF-20.34 

1923-S AU-55. Brilliant.650 

1923-S EF-40 (ANACS). Brilliant.265 

1923- S VF-25 (PCGS).425 

1924 MS-63. Brilliant.169 

1924 VF-20.28 

1924- D MS-63. Brilliant.185 

1924-S AU-58. Brilliant.219 

1925 AU-55. Brilliant.85 

1926 AU-58. Brilliant.95 

1926-D MS-63. Brilliant.169 

1926-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.169 

1926-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant centers with deep 

golden peripheral toning. Highly lustrous. An 

especially nice specimen of this key date. A prize 

item for the connoisseur and specialist.1,095 

"I Am Very Pleased" 
The following is from Rick Hunter: 

"I am very pleased with the two 

nickels! Thanks especially to Gail, who 

serviced my 'want list' and tracked 

down these two pieces. Now, I have 

only four coins to go and I will have 

completed my set of Buffalo nickels by 

date and mint. I really appreciate doing 

business with you!" 

1926-S MS-62. Brilliant.455 

1926- S AU-55. Brilliant.265 

1927 MS-63 FH. Brilliant.209 

1927 EF-40. Brilliant.33 

1927- D MS-63 FH (NGC). Brilliant. One of the lower 

mintage issues of its era.1,095 

1927-D MS-63. Brilliant.189 

1927-D MS-63 (PCI). Brilliant.189 

Important 1927-S Quarter Rarity 

1927-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Not only 

is this a fairly high-grade specimen, but it also has 

a generous measure of aesthetic appeal. This mag¬ 

nificent and important quarter dollar will be a 

centerpiece for any high-grade set. Just purchased 

and offered here for the first time.4,950 

Important 1927-S 25<t 

1927-S AU-58 (ANACS). The key issue among later 

Standing Liberty quarter dollars. Fully brilliant 

and lustrous.3,450 

1928 AU-50. Brilliant.65 

1928- D MS-62. Brilliant.155 

1929 AU-58. Brilliant.85 

1929 EF-40.35 

1929- D MS-64. Brilliant.259 

1929- S MS-63. Brilliant.169 

1930 MS-63 FH. Brilliant.189 

1930- S MS-64. Brilliant.255 

1930-S AU-55 (PCGS).75 

Washington Quarters 
Washington quarters continue to be very much in 

the news, what with the 50-state parade of designs 

about to begin. We guess that it is reality that the "im¬ 

provements" by adding hair squiggles to John 

Flanagan's portrait of Washington (based upon Jean 

Antoine Houdon's 1785 bust) will be retained. In a 

recent conversation with your editor, Mint Director 

Philip Diehl said that this was done at the Engraving 

Department of the Mint so that "Washington will not 

appear to be bald once a coin is lightly worn." Some¬ 

how, the original Flanagan motif seems artistic to our 

eye, while the "improvements" seem cartoon-ish. 

1932 MS-64. Brilliant.55 

1932 MS-63. Brilliant.35 

1932 AU-58. Brilliant.15 

1932-D AU-50. Brilliant. 2(5 

1932-S AU-58 (PCGS). 140 

1932-S EF-45. Brilliant. 

1934 Light Motto. MS-65 (NGC). Lightly toned.. 195 

1934 Light Motto. MS-64. Brilliant.125 

1934 Light Motto. MS-63. Brilliant. 

1934 Medium Motto. MS-64. Brilliant.39 

1934 Medium Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1934 Heavy Motto. MS-64. Brilliant.39 

1934-D MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.325 

1934-D MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.325 

1934-D MS-63. Brilliant.259 

1934- D MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous with light toning. 259 

1935 MS-64. Brilliant.29 

1935- D MS-64. Brilliant.335 

1935-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.335 

1935-D MS-63. Brilliant.245 

1935-S MS-64. Brilliant.95 

1935-S MS-63. Brilliant.69 

1936 Proof-64 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a whisper 

of light golden toning. Lowest mintage issue 

among Proof Washington quarters. Always in 

demand.875 
Only 3,837 Proofs were struck in 1936, not only creating 

the lowest production figure for any Proof Washington quar¬ 

ter, but also for any regular Proof coin from that time to the 

present year! In 1936, Proofs of various denominations could 

be ordered singly as well as in sets, thus accounting for 

differences in mintage quantities among the various denomi¬ 

nations. 

1936 Proof-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. A beautiful coin. 750 

1936 MS-65. Brilliant.49 

1936-D MS-64. Brilliant.435 

1936- S MS-65. Brilliant.115 

1937 Proof-66 (PCGS). Second scarcest date among 

Proof Washington quarters.525 

1937 MS-64. Brilliant.35 

1937- D MS-64. Brilliant. 49 

1937- S MS-64. Brilliant.129 

1938 Proof-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.350 

1938 MS-64. Brilliant.99 

1938 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1938- S MS-63. Brilliant.65 

1939 MS-65. Brilliant.45 

1939 MS-64. Brilliant.32 

1939- D/D FS012.3. MS-65 (PCGS). Nicely toned. 295 

1939-D/D EF-40 (ANACS).95 

1939-D MS-64. Brilliant.39 

1939- S MS-65. Brilliant.115 

1940 MS-64. Brilliant.39 

1940- D MS-65 (ANACS). Brilliant.115 

1940-D MS-64. Brilliant.”4 

1940-D MS-63. Brilliant. 70 

1940- S MS-64. Brilliant.25 

1941- 1964-D Washington quarter set. 61 pieces. Av¬ 

erage grade MS-63 to 65. Most pieces have light 

golden album toning. These are housed in seven 

5X8 quarter holders.645 

1941 Proof-65. Brilliant.165 

1941 MS-64. Brilliant. 16 

1941 MS-63. Brilliant.9 

1941-D MS-65. Brilliant.49 

1941 -D MS-63. Brilliant. V 
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Good Days and Bad Days 

Sometimes the stock market has its 

downs when the coin market has its ups, as 

reflected in this nice newspaper article 

written about our Rarities Sale by Ed 

Quagliana: 

August 3,1998, may have been the 

start of the agonizing trip down to¬ 

ward the nether world of stock market 

prices but it was a joyous day for seri¬ 

ous coin collectors at the Bowers and 

Merena Rarities Sale in Portland, Or¬ 

egon. The 600-plus lot event con¬ 

ducted by Q. David Bowers himself 

realized an astounding $4,467,480. 

From the opening lots of U.S. colonial 

coins to the territorial gold pieces an 

enthusiastic crowd of buyers partici¬ 

pated in the sale of many pieces cross¬ 

ing the block that had not been avail¬ 

able for years. 

A 1652 Massachusetts Pine Tree 

threepence realized $9,775, while an 

1856 Flying Eagle cent in Proof-66 

brought $9,200. A 1918/17 Buffalo 

nickel, About Uncirculated-58, sold for 

$14,950. Half dollars and silver dollars 

sold at five figure prices just under 

$20,000, with a 1875-S/CC trade dollar 

in MS-64 bringing $14,950. 

The gold series brought bidders to 

their feet in order to have their bids 

recognized. There were so many hands 

up only the standing bidders could be 

seen as the famous 1848 CAL $2.50 

sold for a spectacular $156,500. Double 

eagles ($20) gold coins were reported 

as the centerpiece of the sale as the 

1870-CC in EF-45 brought $96,000, an 

1861-S Paquet Reverse in AU-50 sold 

for $20,700, and a 1911 Matte Proof-65 

going at $36,800. 

Territorial gold brought exciting 

prices as a scarce 1852/1 Humbert 

$10 K-8 graded AU-50 crossed the 

block at $14,375 while a popular 1851 

$50 “slug" K-6 in VF-20 brought 

$23,000. 

Reports show that silver com¬ 

memorative coins did very well and 

pattern coins sold at nearly double 

their pre-sale estimates. 

United States Silver Coins for Sale 

1941 -S MS-65 (ANACS). Brilliant.73 

1941 -S MS-64. Brilliant.30 

1941-S MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.30 

1941-S MS-63. Brilliant.23 

1942 Proof-65. Brilliant.149 

1942 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1942 MS-64. Brilliant.15 

1941- D MS-64. Brilliant.18 

1942- D MS-63. Brilliant.15 

1942-S MS-64. Brilliant.79 

1942-S MS-64 (Hallmark). Brilliant.79 

1942-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.79 

1942- S MS-64 (PCGS). Lovely light iridescent ton¬ 

ing.79 

1943 MS-64. Brilliant.14 

1943- D MS-64 Brilliant. 29 

1943- SMS45. Brilliant. 45 

1941 s MS-64. Brilliant. 35 

1944 MS-64. Brilliant.12 

1944 MS-63 Brilliant.8 

1944- D MS-65. Brilliant.39 

1944-1) MS-03 Brilliant . 10 

1944-S MS-63 Brilliant .39 

1944- S MS-64. Brilliant.24 

1945 MS-65. Brilliant.35 

1945MS-64 Brilliant.12 

1945- D MS-65. Brilliant.35 

1945-S MS-65 Brilliant.39 

1945- S MS-64. Brilliant.14 

1946 MS-64. Brilliant.10 

1946- D MS-66 (ANACS). Light golden toning.59 

1946-D MS-65. Brilliant.39 

1946-S/S MS-66 (ANACS). Beautifully toned.69 

1940-SMS-M. Brilliant . 14 
1946- D MS-63. Brilliant.8 

1947 MS-64. Brilliant.14 

1947- D MS-65. Brilliant.35 

1947-S MS-65. Brilliant.39 

1947- S MS-64. Brilliant.14 

1948 MS-64. Brilliant.10 

1948 MS-63. Brilliant.8 

1948- D MS-64. Brilliant.10 

1948- S MS-64. Brilliant.16 

1949 MS-64. Brilliant.32 

1949- D MS-64. Brilliant.16 

1949- D MS-63. Brilliant.10 

1950 Proof-65. Brilliant.59 

1950 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1950- D MS-64. Brilliant.10 

1950-D/S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.239 

1950-D/S AU-50 (PCGS). Golden toning.239 

1950- S MS-64. Brilliant.10 

1951 Proof-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1951 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1951 MS-63. Brilliant.6 

1951- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1951- S MS-64. Brilliant.19 

1952 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1952- D MS-64. Brilliant.9 

1952-S MS-65. Brilliant.29 

1952- S MS-64. Brilliant.15 

1953 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1953- D MS-65. Brilliant.29 

1953-D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1953- S MS-64. Brilliant.12 

1954 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1954- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1954- S MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1955 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1955- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1956 MS-65. Brilliant.35 

1956 MS-65 (PCGS). Nicely toned.35 

1956 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1956- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1957 MS-64. Brilliant..'..8 

1957- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1958 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1959-D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1959 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1959- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1960 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1960- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1961 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1961- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1962 MS-64 Brilliant.8 

1962- D MS-64. Brilliant..8 

1963 MS-64. Brilliant.8 

1963- D MS-64. Brilliant. 8 

1964 MS-65. Brilliant.19 

1964 MS-64 Brilliant .8 

1964- D MS-64. Brilliant.8 

Half Dollars 
Among early United States coins, half dollars are 

second onlv in popularity’ to copper cents This is be¬ 

cause more of them were produced, and on a more 

continuous basis. What copper coins were to the mi¬ 

nor senes, half dollars were to the precious metal 

series. Today, many different dates, overdates, and 

varieties can be obtained, the vast majority’ of them at 

reasonable pnces. 

Over the years our clients have had first choice at 

many fine offerings including catalogue listings such 

as this and Mime truly notable auctions, the latest of 

which is our forthcoming sale of the Douglas L. 

N'oblet Collection, a magnificent cabinet to be offered 

in January 1999. 

Flowing Hair Half Dollars 
1795 Overton-102. F-12 (ANACS). Light gray sur¬ 

faces. Standard style with two leaves beneath 

each wing.975 

1795 0-121. F-12. A nice example of the type and grade. 

In fact, this is an exceptionally nice coin.975 

Don't Miss the Book Section! 
See our book section in this issue for 

some really terrific buys on interesting 

and valuable reference books. The same 

30-day guarantee of satisfaction you get 

with coins applies to our books as well! 
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United States Silver Coins for Sale * 
Draped Bust Half Dollars 

1801 0-102. Rarity-4. F-12.588 

1803 0-101. Large 3. AU-50 (PCGS).2,350 
The Draped Bust obverse. Heraldic Eagle reverse was 

used in the half dollar series from 1801 to 1807 inclusive. 

1803 0-101. Large 3. VF-20 (ANACS).425 

1806 0-105. Large Stars, Knob on 6. EF-45 (NGC). At¬ 

tractive gray-brown with iridescent toning.... 895 

1806 O-llla. 6/inverted 6. Late die state. VF-30 

(PCGS).1,395 

1807 0-105. VG-10 (ANACS).189 

Capped Bust Half Dollars 
1811 O-103a. AU-58. 575 

1811 0-106. AU-55 (ANACS). Light golden rose ton¬ 

ing.495 

1812 O-104a. AU-50. Very attractive.365 

1815/2 0-101. VF-30 (PCGS). Light gray toning with 

hints of iridescence. A lovely specimen of the most 

desired issue among the years that Capped Bust 

halves were issued, 1807-1836. 2,350 

18170-110. AU-50 (ANACS).375 

1817 0-113. AU-55 (ANACS). Light amber ton¬ 

ing.595 

1819/8 0-102. EF-40 (PCGS). Golden toning.169 

1820/19 0-101. Square Base 2. AU-50 (ANACS). 695 

1821 O-101a. AU-55..'.465 

1823 0-101. Broken 3. EF-40 (PCGS). Nicely toned. 349 

1823 0-104. AU-50 (PCGS). Lightly toned.375 

1824/1 0-101. EF-40 (PCGS). Very attractive.155 

1824/1 0-101. VF-30 (ANACS).85 

1825 0-114. VF-35 (PCI).59 

1826 0-108a. EF-45 (ANACS).99 

1826 0-120a. Rarity-3. AU-50. 265 

1827 0-104. AU-53.219 

1829 0-105. AU-55 (ANACS).295 

1829 0-108a. EF-45 (PCGS).79 

1829 0-112. MS-63. Brilliant, lustrous surfaces. 1,295 

1830 0-106. AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.359 

1830 0-123. MS-62. 795 

1831 0-103. AU-50. 235 

1832 O-101a. Large Letters. AU-50 (PCGS). Very at¬ 

tractive surfaces.210 

1834 0-101. Large Date, Large Letters. EF-45. Nicely 
toned.|99 

1834 0-107. Small Letters. AU-50 (ANACS). Golden 

toning.185 

1834 0-108. AU-50.185 

High-Grade 1836 Reeded Edge 

1836 Reeded Edge. AU-53 (ANACS). Light silver 

golden surfaces. A high-grade specimen of this 

rare issue. Mintage estimated (probably by Walter 

Breen) to be on the order of 1,200 to 4,000 or so, 

but the most popularly quoted number seems to 

be 1,200. This issue, the first of the denomination 

to be made on the new steam press, was struck in 

November 1836. Nearly all were placed into cir¬ 

culation. Today, specimens are elusive in all 

grades. Most seen are apt to be VF or EF. .. 3,450 

1838 VF-20.89 

1839 Capped Bust. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and 

frosty. Lots of aesthetic appeal! Just pur¬ 

chased.1,895 

Liberty Seated Half Dollars 
Our offering of Liberty Seated half dollars in¬ 

cludes many interesting pieces within this popular 

series. Over the years many specialists in Liberty 

Seated half dollars have made Bowers and Merena 

Galleries their headquarters for scarce and rare 

pieces. We invite you to join them! 

1839 No Drapery. EF-40 (ANACS). First major vari¬ 

ety of the Liberty Seated series, the no drapery 

format was used only for part of this year.... 795 

1840 Small Letters. AU-55 (NGC). Deeply toned 319 

1840 AU-50. Light golden toning.279 

1841-0 AU-50. Nicely toned.235 

1842 Wiley-Bugert-106. Medium Date, Recut 18. EF- 

45.149 

1842 Medium Date. AU-50.195 

1842 Medium Date. EF-40.109 

1843 AU-55 (PCGS).265 

1843 AU-50. Shattered obverse die. Interesting!... 195 

1843 AU-50. Brilliant.195 

1844-0 AU-50.219 

1846 Tall Date. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.750 

1846 Tall Date. AU-53. 285 

1846 Tall Date. EF-40.99 

1846-0 Tall Date. F-12.350 

1848-0 AU-55. Brilliant.310 

1850 AU-50 (ANACS). Light toning around the sur¬ 

faces.895 

1851-0 AU-50. A nice combination of high grade and 

low price.335 

1851-0 EF-40 (PCGS).195 

1853 Arrows and Rays. AU-58 (NGC). Popular one- 

year type with rays on the reverse.875 

1853 Arrows and Rays. EF-40. 245 

1854 Arrows. AU-50. 266 

1854-0 Arrows. MS-63 (PCGS).1.730 

1854-0 Arrows. AU-58. Heavy (and quite interest¬ 

ing!) obverse cracks.375 

1854-0 Arrows. AU-50. 285 

1854-0 Arrows. EF-40.109 

1854- 0 VF-30.65 

1855 EF-45 (ANACS).125 

1855- 0 EF-45.110 

1855-S Arrows. F-15 (PCGS).895 

1855-S VG-10. First half dollar issue of the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint, and a well-known rarity.835 
Although the San Francisco Mint opened for business 

in 1854, quarters and half dollars were not struck until 1855, 

with the dime following in 1856 and the silver dollar in 1859. 

1856-0 Wiley Bugert-104. Recut 6. AU-58 (PCGS). 295 

1856-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1856- S VF-30 (PCGS).295 

1857 WB-103. Errant Date. EF40.99 

1857- 0 EF-45.119 

1858 AU-58. Attractive light rainbow iridescence.. 255 

( All T HALF 

DOHA! 

Oil VAIIITIIS 

Early Half Dollar Die Varieties 
1794-1836 
by Al C. Overton 

Edited by Don Parsley 

The standard reference on the series, a “must-have” book. 

Photographs of die varieties include new discovery pieces 

enlarged two diameters. 710 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BOV-100. List price $59.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1858 AU-55. 235 

1858 AU-50.195 

1858 EF-45.99 

1858 EF-40.89 

1858-0 AU-50.185 

1858- 0 EF40.89 

1859 MS-60. 39 5 

1859 EF40.139 

1859- 0 EF40.85 

1859- S VF-35 (PCI).89 

1860- 0 WB-105. Recut Mintmark. AU-50. 195 

1861 MS-61.395 

1861 MS-60.375 

1861 AU-55.219 

1861 AU-50 (PCI).189 

Notable 1861-0 Half Dollar 

1861-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.2,350 

1862 AU-58 (NGC). Nicely toned.385 

1864 MS-64. Brilliant.1,150 

1864-S AU-53. Brilliant.275 

1865 AU-50. 295 

1868-S EF40.119 

1871 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. A coin that 

will be a special addition to any fine cabinet. 2350 

1872 MS-60. Brilliant.465 

1873 Arrows. AU-58 (ANACS).595 

1874 Arrows. AU-50. Deeply toned.395 

1874 Arrows. EF45.235 

1874-S AU-50 Silver surfaces with light toning 

around the rims.635 

1874-S Arrows. VF-30(PCGS).235 
1877 AU-50. 169 

1877-S With Drapery. MS-60. 345 

1885 Proof-64 (NGC). Light champagne surfaces. 1,295 

1885 MS-63. Delicate gold toning over frosty surfaces, 

one of the nicest business strikes seen.1,150 

1887 AU-50 One of the lowest mintage half dollars in 

the Liberty Seated series; only 5,000 business 

strikes were made.845 

1891 AU-58. 345 

1891 AU-53. Brilliant centers with light rose periph¬ 

eral toning.289 

Barber Half Dollars 
Our offering includes several memorable pieces, 

among which are really choice 1896-S and 1897-S rari¬ 

ties. Barber silver coins of all denominations seem to 

be coming into their own once again, due in part to a 

revivification of the Barber Coin Collectors Society. 

1892 MS-62 (NGC). Lightly toned. First year of is¬ 

sue.550 
The Bjrber half dollars of 1892 are rarer in high grades 

than might be expected. Very few were saved as souvenirs of 

the first year of the type, for America was agog about the 

World's Columbian Exposition (which opened its gates a year 

late in 1893) and the widely publicized commemorative half 

dollars issued in connection therewith. 

1892 AU-50. Beautiful light amber toning.275 

1892 AU-50 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. 275 

1892-0 AU-58. An ever-popular rarity in the Barber 

series, the first coin of this denomination struck at 

the New Orleans Mint since the early days of the 

Confederacy.719 

1892-0 AU-53 (PCX IS). Brilliant. A loveh specimen ot 

this hard-to-find half dollar.519 

1892-0 EF45 (NGC). Brilliant.475 

1892-S EF45. Elusive in any and all grades, the higher 

the scarcer.445 

1892-S F-15. Brilliant.285 

Bust Half Fever 1807-1836 
by Edgar E. Souders 

A highly interesting book covering all die varieties, the 

background of the series, grading, collecting, etc. 330 pages, 

illustrated. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BSO-752. List price $60.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 

1893 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and attractive.1,695 

1893 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.419 

1894 MS-64 (NGC). Frosty white with light rose pe¬ 

ripheral toning.1,525 

1894- S EF40 (PCGS). Lightly toned.229 

1895 AU-58. Brilliant.375 

1895- 0 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.299 

1895-0 AU-50, PL. Golden gray toning, somewhat 

mottled on the obverse.345 

1895-0 EF45.295 

Choice Mint State 1896-S 50c! 

1896-S MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant and lustrous, an out¬ 

standing example of this rare and highly prized 

date and mintmark. A key to the Barber half dol¬ 

lar senes, this will be a wonderful addition to any 

superb collection. Sharply struck in all areas of the 

design. One of the most important coins in the 

present listing...4,895 

1896- S VF-20. Scarce...235 

1897- 0 F-12..     350 

1897-0 F-12 (ANACS).350 

Dazzling 1897-S Rarity 

1897- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A sharply struck coin 

with dazzling mint lustre. One of the nicest 1897- 

S half dollars we have ever seen at any grade 

level .  4,925 
1898- 0 AU-55. Brilliant.650 

1900-S EF45. Lightly toned.219 

1901 AU-58 (NGC).389 

1901 AU-50 (NGC). Lightly toned.325 

1901 -S EF45. A sharp specimen of one of the best¬ 

loved and most desired varieties among Barber 

half dollars, a nice meeting point between high 

grade and low price.645 

Add our great books 

TO YOUR library! 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed! 
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1901-S VF-25 (PCGS).310 

1903-0 MS-61 (NGC). Deep golden toning. Rare at all 

Mint State levels.895 

1904 AU-58 (PCGS). Light golden toning.445 

1905 MS-64 (NGC). Attractive light rose surfaces. One 

of the lower mintage issues among Philadelphia 

half dollars of the Barber design.2,395 

1905- 0 AU-50. Brilliant. Scarce so nice.495 

1906 AU-58 (NGC). Attractive champagne sur¬ 

faces.315 

1906- D AU-55. First year of the Denver Mint.395 

1907 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,150 

1907- D AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

1907-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.950 

1907-S MS-62 (NGC). Golden surfaces. An especially 

beautiful specimen, cherrypicked for its quality. 

Rare in any and all Mint State grade levels. 2,150 

1907- S AU-50. Brilliant.595 

1908- D AU-50. 295 

1909 AU-58. Brilliant.395 

1909 AU-55. Brilliant.295 

1909- S EF-45. 225 

1912-D MS-64. Brilliant.1,195 

1912-D AU-55 (PCGS). Lightly toned.345 

1912-D AU-50.315 

1913 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.1,295 

1913 VF-25. 235 

1913-D MS-62 (ANACS). Attractive golden sur¬ 
faces.525 

1913- D AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.IZZ 359 

1914 F-15.219 

1914- S MS-63 (PCGS). Light champagne surfaces. 1,050 

1915- D AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.350 

1915-S MS-62 (NGC). Light golden toning over very 

frosty surfaces. Conservative at the MS-62 grade; 

it could easily be called MS-63 (as you will no 

doubt agree when it arrives in your mailbox and 

you have a chance to inspect it).595 

1915-S AU-58. Golden toning.329 

Liberty Walking Half Dollars 
If a popularity contest were to be taken for 20th- 

century coins, high on the list of any survey would be 

the Liberty Walking half dollar minted from 1916 to 

1947 inclusive, but not continuously except from 1934 

onward. We have appreciated these coins for a long 

time, and whenever attractive pieces are offered at a 

reasonable price, we are a buyer. In recent months, 

since our last Rare Coin Review was issued, we have 

acquired some very nice pieces, all showcased below, 

beginning with the issues of 1916. 

1916 MS-64 (PCGS). Light gold and amber toning. 

Just purchased.645 

Gem 1916-S Half Dollar 

1916-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. One of 

the nicest 1916-S half dollars we've ever had in 

stock. Purchased just as we go to press.4,950 

1917 MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous with golden peripheral 

toning.825 

1917 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.825 

More on the 1839-0 Half Dollar 
The following letter is from Leonard 

Augsburger: 

"A quick follow-up on an item from 

Rare Coin Review No. 124. Regarding die ro¬ 

tation on business strike 1839-0 halves, Jay 

Fackelman reports two business strike 

1839-0 halves exhibiting medal alignment. 

"Jay maintains a list of coins with ro¬ 

tated dies on the Internet, which can be 

found at the website; http:// 

www.geocities.com/RodeoDrive/9830, 

proving once again that there is indeed a 

web page for virtually anything you can 

think of. 

"On a personal note, I've always been 

intrigued with such medal-aligned coins 

ever since reading your comments on the 

1903 nickel and 1868 cent (both of which I 

have purchased from your firm!) in vari¬ 

ous places." 

1917 MS-60. Brilliant.125 

1917-D Mintmark on Obverse. AU-55. Brilliant 359 

Choice 1917-D Half Dollar 

1917-D Mintmark on Reverse. MS-64 (PCGS). Light 

golden surfaces.4,650 

1917-S Mintmark on Obverse. AU-50 (ANACS). Tra¬ 

ditionally one of the scarcest issues among Liberty 

Walking half dollars. Elusive in all grades, espe¬ 

cially so at higher levels.995 

1917-S Mintmark on Obverse. EF45 (PCGS). Lightly 

toned. Much lustre still remains. A very nice 

specimen of this key issue.795 

Important Mint State 1919 50C 

1919 MS-64 (PCGS). Frosty and attractive. Both sur¬ 

faces display pale champagne iridescence. One of 

the scarcest Philadelphia Mint issues at the MS-64 

level. You'll like this coin!.3,495 

1919-D AU-50. Brilliant. Elusive at this grade 

level.925 

Choice Mint State 1920-D Half Dollar 

1920-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and beautiful with full 

frosty original mint lustre. A showpiece. Fully as 

nice as some MS-65 coins that we've seen. .. 5,950 

1920- D EF-40. Brilliant.420 

1921- D VG-8.205 

A FINE COLLECTION IS 

YOUR BEST INVESTMENT 
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Attractive 1923-S Half Dollar 

1923-S MS-64 (PCGS). Light gold peripheral toning 

around brilliant, frosty surfaces. This is an attractive 

example of the issue with a typical strike.3,895 

1929-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.’.865 

1929-S AU-50 (ANAL'S). Brilliant.219 

1933-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. I 150 

1933- S MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant 

1934 MS-65. Brilliant.425 

1934 MS-65 (NGC). Light champagne iridescence.425 

1934 MS-60. Brilliant.59 

1934 AU-55. Brilliant.35 

1934- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1934-D MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.475 

1934-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant lustre subdued bv 

pale lilac toning. Very attractive overall.475 

1934-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.229 

1934-D AU-55. Brilliant.85 

1934-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. One of the Lev issues 

among Liberty Walking half dollars of this de¬ 

cade.1,375 

1934-S MS-63. A lustrous, attractive specimen of this 

scarce branch mint issue.675 

1934-S MS-63 (PCGS) Brilliant 

1934-S MS-60. Brilliant.309 

1934- S AU-55. Brilliant. 125 

1935 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.329 

1935 MS-60. Brilliant.49 

1935 AU-58. Brilliant.32 

1935- D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. I P's 

1935-D AU-55. Brilliant.59 

1935-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. -15 

1935- S AU-58. Brilliant.125 

1936 MS-63. Brilliant.49 

1936 AU-55. Brilliant.28 

1936- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.329 

1936-D AU-55. Brilliant.55 

1936-S MS-65 Brilliant.395 

1936- S AU-55. Brilliant. 69 

1937 Proof-63. Brilliant.575 
Second year of Proof production in the Liberty Walk¬ 

ing half dollar series. Mintage: 5,728 specimens 

1937 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1937 AU-58. Brilliant.29 

1937- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.235 

1937-S MS-65. Brilliant.369 

1937-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.369 

1937-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.369 

1937-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.245 

1938 Proof-62. Brilliant.435 

1938 Proof-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.435 

1938 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

1938 MS-65. Brilliant.259 

1938 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.259 

1938 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.259 

1938 AU-58. Brilliant.56 

1938 AU-55. Brilliant.48 

1938-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Not easy to find at 

the gem level.835 

1938-D MS-62 (ANACS). Attractive golden sur¬ 

faces. 475 
1938-D AU-58. Brilliant.325 

1938-D AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1938 D AU-55 Brilliant. 249 
1938-D AU-53 (NGC). Lightly toned.245 

1938- D AU-50. Brilliant.239 

1939 Proof-64 (N< X ) Brilliant 
1939 MS-67 (PCGS). Lustrous with gorgeous cham¬ 

pagne surfaces.635 

1939 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1939 AU-58. Brilliant.29 
1939- D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.325 

1939-D MS-62. Brilliant.49 

1939-D AU-58. Brilliant.321 

1939-S MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. 325! 

1939-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.175' 

1939- S AU-50. Brilliant.54| 

1940 MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant. 6951 

1940 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.225 

1940 AU-55. Brilliant.141 

1940- S MS-65. Brilliant.399 

1940-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.399 

1940- S AU-50. Brilliant.19 

1941 MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant.565 

1941 MS-65. Brilliant..*..115 

1941 MS-62. Brilliant .34 

1941 MS-61 Brilliant . 35 

1941- D AU-55.22 

1941-S MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden peripheral ton¬ 

ing.1,275 

1941-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,275 

1941-S MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden peripheral ton¬ 

ing.189 

Now you can review our coin list¬ 

ings and even see our newspaper, 

The Coin Collector, in PDF for¬ 

mat—which means it appears ex¬ 

actly as it really looks when you 

use Adobe Acrobat. Our web 

addressisbowersandmerena.com. 

You can also send e-mail to us at 

bowersmerena@conknet.com. 

You can place an order at 

dirsales@worldpath.net, or 

reach our auction department 

atauction@worldpath.net. Many 

more changes are in store. 

Stay tuned... 

bowersandmerena.com 
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JL __ _ by Tom LaMarre 

The "Bird Man" and the Half Dollar 

Examining a selection of United States 

coins minted during the past two centu¬ 

ries, one might be hard pressed to deter¬ 

mine exactly what an American bald eagle 

really looks like. Representations of the 

national bird have ranged from dove-like 

creatures (as on 1794-5 Flowing Hair half 

dimes) to fierce predators of mostly imagi¬ 

nary delineation (the 1935 Connecticut Ter¬ 

centenary half dollar and its virtual clone 

on the 1936 Bridgeport half dollar being 

the most glaring examples). 

Falling somewhere in between is the 

eagle on the Liberty Walking half dollar 

minted from 1916 to 1947, a stylish bird 

that nevertheless at its introduction drew 

the ire of the nation's foremost ornitholo¬ 

gist, Frank Michler Chapman. 

Chapman was born in Englewood, 

NJ, in 1864. His formal education ended 

when, at the age of 16, he went to work in 

a bank. In his spare time, he studied birds 

and wrote reports on their migratory pat¬ 

terns that attracted the attention of officials 

at the American Museum of Natural His¬ 

tory in New York. In recognition of his tal¬ 

ents Chapman was appointed the 

museum's assistant curator of ornithology 

and mammalogy in 1888. Twenty years 

later, he was promoted to the position of 

curator of ornithology, a post he held until 

his retirement in 1942, when he received 

the title of curator emeritus. 

Although one of Chapman's col¬ 

leagues admitted that he "had his faults" 

and seemed a bit "pompous" to those 

meeting him for the first time, he was also 

said to be "friendly" and "full of wisdom." 

As curator, his greatest contribution was 

the introduction of the habitat method of 

exhibiting birds and bird sanctuaries, set¬ 

ting the standard for museums around the 

world. (Habitat groups consisted of birds 

mounted in life-like reproductions of their 

natural environments, 

with expertly painted back¬ 

grounds.) 

In developing the 

museum's exhibits, Chap¬ 

man offered encourage¬ 

ment and commissions to 

many young bird artists. 

Among them was Francis 

Lee Jaques, who accompa¬ 

nied Chapman on some of his 

expeditions and painted the oval 

dome of the museum's bird hall 

and created backgrounds for 

many of the exhibits. 

Chapman himself was a pioneer in 

bird photography (still and motion pic¬ 

ture), and provided many dramatic pho¬ 

tographs for his articles published in Na¬ 

tional Geographic. These included "The 

Origin of West Indies Bird-Life" (May 

1898), "Birds May Bring You More Happi¬ 

ness than the Wealth of the Indies" (June 

1913), and "Who Treads Our Trails? A 

Camera Trapper Describes His Experi¬ 

ences on an Island in the Canal Zone" 

(September 1927). 

Chapman also wrote highly ac¬ 

claimed books ranging from the Handbook 

of Birds of Eastern North America (1895) to 

The Economic Value of Birds to the State 

(1903) to Autobiography of a Bird-Lover 

(1933). In 1899 he founded Bird-Lore maga¬ 

zine, which was later acquired by the Na¬ 

tional Audubon Society (and eventually 

renamed Audubon). 

In short. Chapman's career and pres¬ 

tige were flying high when a new half dol¬ 

lar designed by Adolph A. Weinman ar¬ 

rived on the scene. The first Liberty Walk¬ 

ing half dollars, dated 1916, were released 

into general circulation January 1917. Ac¬ 

cording to Mint Director F.J.H. von 

Engelken, the reverse depicted an "eagle 

perched high upon a mountain crag, his 

wings unfolded, fearless in spirit and con¬ 

scious of his power." 

The Numismatist praised Weinman's 

rendition of the North American bald 

eagle, stating: "At last we have on our 

coins the great American eagle in a natu¬ 

ral form. As represented on the half dollar 

he is, as the small boy would say, 'some 

bird,' and his size and proportions are in 

keeping with the greatness and power of 

the country." 

However, not everyone agreed. In the 

February 1917 issue of Mehl's Numismatic 

Monthly, Chapman complained that 

Weinman had made the eagle a "terrestrial 

fowl, striding or marching on the ground 

like a turkey cock, and with as much dig¬ 

nity as one." Someone else said the eagle 

appeared to be wearing overalls and 

tramping through hot tar. 

At the time the first Liberty Walking 

half dollars were beginning to circulate, 

Chapman had just completed a four-year 

biological survey of the Colombian Andes 

for the American Museum of Natural His¬ 

tory. His findings were published in a 700- 

page "bulletin" titled Distribution of Bird 

Life in Colombia, for which Chapman was 
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awarded the Elliot gold medal of the Na¬ 

tional Academy of Sciences. 

Despite Chapman's standing in the 

scientific community, his criticism of the 

eagle on the half dollar failed to induce a 

design change. Instead the Liberty Walk¬ 

ing half dollar remained in production 

until 1947, two years after the great orni¬ 

thologist died. 

If anything, Chapman's comments 

about the coinage design only emphasized 

the gap between science and art, between 

photographic realism and the sculptor's 

slightly skewed image based partly on na¬ 

ture and partly on his own vision and pur¬ 

pose. Who was right? Let's just say that to¬ 

day the Liberty Walking half dollar is 

widely regarded as one of our most beauti¬ 

ful coins. Accurate or not, its magnificent 

eagle is certainly worthy of any numis¬ 

matic aerie. 

AN EXC TING BOOK 
Soon to be Available from our 

Publications Department 
Now ready to order is a new 

edition of Medallic Portraits of 

Washington bv Russell Rulau 

and George Fuld. And the time 

is right as well. 

Here's why coin collectors 

everywhere will be calling the 

next 10 years the decade of 

George Washington. 

1. From 1999 to 2008, each of 

the 50 states is to have its own 

state-designated Washington 

quarter in general circulation. 

Five new state-designated de¬ 

signs will be minted each year 

during that period. 

2. The United States will re¬ 

lease a special 1999 $5 gold 

piece to commemorate the 

200th anniversary of the death 

of George Washington. 

These events are 

sure to spark a new 

numismatic interest 

in Washington coins 

and medals which 

will last into the 21st century'. 

The second edition of 

Medallic Portraits ofWashington 

covers Washington coins, med¬ 

als, tokens, plaques, and 

badges issued around the 

world from 1783 to the present, 

with clear photos, detailed de¬ 

scriptions, and pricing in three 

grades of condition. 

It is interesting to note that 

much of the Washingtonia 

found in the second edition of 

this book has tripled in value 

since the first edition came out 

in 1985. 

The book is 8V2 x 11 inches 

in size, hardbound with 432 

pages and over 1,000 black and 

white illustrations. Stock No. 

BRU-555. The list price 

is $34.95. See page 

79 for your spe¬ 

cial discount. We 

expect shipment 

in December of 

1998. 
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1941-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1941-SMS-60. Brilliant.69 

1941-S AU-58.39 

1941-S AU-55. Brilliant.35 

1941-S AU-50. Brilliant.33 

1942 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1942 MS-65. Brilliant.99 
The Bowers and Merena Galleries inventory of Liberty 

Walking half dollars is unsurpassed in quality by any other of 

which we are aware. When Dave Bowers, Mark Borckardt, 

and Ray Merena buy for our stock, they are very "fussy," often 

bypassing several coins to buy just one that pleases our dis¬ 

criminating eye. If you are building a high-quality collection of 

these beautiful coins, please review our selection carefully. 

1942 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1942 MS-64 (Hallmark).49 

1942 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1942 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.36 

1942 MS-62. Brilliant.29 

1942 MS-60. Brilliant.27 

1942-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1942-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.65 
An interesting collection-within-a-collection could be 

made by ordering one of each date and mintmark of World 

War II issues, from 1941 to 1945 inclusive. All are very reason¬ 

ably priced on today's market. As noted, this issue of the Rare 

Coin Review has an extraordinary selection from which to 

choose. If quality is your objective, you'll be delighted with 

each and every coin ySti receive. 

1942-D MS-62. Brilliant.39 

1942-D AU-58. Brilliant.24 

1942-D AU-50.19 

1942-S MS-65. Brilliant.375 

1942-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.375 

1942-S AU-58. Brilliant.27 

1942- S AU-55.22 

1943 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.159 

1943 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1943 MS-65. Brilliant.89 

1943 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1943 MS-64. Brilliant.45 

1943 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1943 MS-63. Brilliant.36 

1943 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.36 

1943 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.29 

1943 MS-60. Brilliant.35 

1943 AU-55. Brilliant.12 

1943- D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant centers with golden 

peripheral toning.175 

1943-D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1943-D MS-62. Brilliant..49 

1943-D AU-55.27 

1943-D AU-53.25 

1943-D AU-50. Brilliant.23 

1943-S MS-66 (NGC). Lightly toned.550 

1943-S MS-65. Brilliant.465 

1943-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.465 

1943-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.465 

1943-S MS-64. Brilliant.69 

1943-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1943-S AU-55. Brilliant.22 

1943-S AU-50.19 

1944 MS-65. Brilliant.119 

1944 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1944 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1944 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.36 

1944 AU-58. Brilliant.14 

1944-D MS-65. Brilliant.109 

1944-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1944-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.64 

1944-D AU-55. Brilliant.22 

1944-S MS-65. Brilliant.475 

1944-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.475 

1944-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1944-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.52 

1944- S AU-55. Brilliant.22 

1945 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.209 

1945 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1945 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.95 

1945 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1945 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1945 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.38 

1945 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.31 

1945 AU-55. Brilliant.12 

1945- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1945-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.42 

1945-D AU-58. Brilliant.22 

1945-S MS-65 (PCGS). Nicely toned in deep gold. 155 

1945-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.155 

1945-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1945-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.38 

1945- S AU-55. Brilliant.19 

1946 MS-65. Brilliant.149 

1946 MS-65 (ANACS). Brilliant.149 

1946 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1946 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1946 MS-65 (PCGS). Lightly toned.149 

1946 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1946 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.38 

1946 AU-55. Brilliant.16 

1946- D MS-65. Brilliant.95 

1946-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1946-D AU-58. Brilliant.28 

1946-S AU-50. Brilliant.19 

1946-S MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden peripheral ton¬ 

ing.139 

1947 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

1947-D MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. 975 

1947-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.IIS 

1947-D MS-64. Brilliant. 

1947-D AU-53. Brilliant.21 

Franklin Half Dollars 
Today, in the late 1990s, Franklin half dollars are 

very popular, and it's all that we can do to keep a 

decent stock of them. The following listing, quite ex¬ 

tensive, reflects our new purchases. 

1948 MS-65 FBL (PCGS) Brilliant.185 

1948- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Light golden toning. 295 

1949 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.39 

1949- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Lightly toned.295 

1949- S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.....’..75 

1950 Proof-64. Brilliant. First Proof issue in the se¬ 

ries.265 

1950 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1950 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1950- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.189 

1951 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1951- D MS-64 FBL. Brilliant.115 

1951-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1951- S MS-63. Brilliant.35 

1952 MS-65 (Hallmark). Brilliant.85 

1952 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.75 

1952 MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.37 

1952- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.125 

1952- S MS-63. Brilliant.45 

1953 MS-65 Brilliant.235 

1953 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1953- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1953- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.55 

1954 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1954 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.17 

1954- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.235 

1954-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1954-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1954-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

1954-S MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.450 

1954-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.58 

1954-S MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.:. 69 

1955 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.49 1947 AU-50. Brilliant.19 

The Complete Guide 
to Franklin Half Dollars 

by Richard Tomaska 

The first book devoted solely to the Franklin half dollar 

series. Includes date-by-date analysis, plus grading informa¬ 

tion, rarity estimates, and more. 240 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BTO-100. List price $19.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1956 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.250 

1956 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1957 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Nicely toned.145 

1957 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1957 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 1 > 

1957 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1957-D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1957- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1958 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1958- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1958- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1959 MS-65 FBL. Brilliant.245 

1959 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1959 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.145 

1959 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1959- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.275 
While we have a great stock of Franklin half dollars, it 

will help you and also help us if you have second choices in 

mind when you telephone, fax, or mail your order. 

1959-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS) Brilliant. 55 

1959- D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 14 

1960 MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1960 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1960 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.55 

1960 MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.23 

1960 MS-63 (ANACS). Brilliant.14 

1960 MS-63 I PCGS) Brilliant. 14 

1960- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant. 1,450 

1960-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1960-D MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.35 

1960-D MS-63 (ANACS). Brilliant.14 

1960- D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.14 

1961 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.285 

1961 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1961 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.29 

1961- D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.425 

1961-D MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.425 

1961-D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1961- D MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.28 

1962 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.295 

1962 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1962- D MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1962-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.14 

1962- D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.9 

1963 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1963 MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.99 

1963 MS-64 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1963 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

1963 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.14 

1963- D MS-65 FBL (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1963-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.85 

1963-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

1963-D MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden toning.85 

1963-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.19 

Silver Dollars 
Silver dollars have long been a specialty at Bow¬ 

ers and Merena Galleries, and over the years we 

have helped form many of the finest collections ever 

assembled. The present listing includes a wide selec¬ 

tion ranging from Liberty Seated to Morgan, and 

Peace types, something for every interest, for every 

want list, for every budget. 

Use this listing to add to your collection, or to 

start one. We guarantee you'll be delighted with our 

quality and value! 

Flowing Hair Dollars 
1795 Bowers Borckardt-14. Rarity-3. Two leaves be¬ 

low each wing. F-12. The Hidden Star variety, as 

Miss Liberty cannot see the 13th star, which is 

tucked under the tip of her neck.1,295 

Draped Bust Dollars 
1798 BB-112. Pointed 9, Wide Date. EF-45 (NGC). 

Gunmetal-blue and gray surfaces. Just purchased 

and offered here for the first time.1,895 

1798 BB-115. Rarity-5. Large Eagle. VF-20 (PCGS) 

Gray toned surfaces with some hints of gold and 

heather. 1*295 

1799 BB-158. VF-20 
1800 BB-196. F-15 72^ 
1801 BB-211. EE—40 Light silver gray surfaces Fairly 

scarce date.1,895 

Liberty Seated Dollars 
All Liberty Seated silver dollars are scarce, and 

many of them are rare. And yet, prices for most are 

quite reasonable. Our selection includes many inter¬ 

esting opportunities for you. 

1842 AU-55 (PCGS). Satiny champagne surfaces.795 

1847 EF45.395 

1849 VF-35 (PCGS).295 

1859 AU-50 (PCGS). Light pewter gray surfaces 

Comparisons: 
Recently arriving in the same mail 

were the latest issues of Coin News (pub¬ 

lished in London) and COlNage (pub¬ 

lished in Ventura, CA). It was interesting 

to compare the attention-getting com¬ 

ments, an enticing view of the interior 

pages, mentioned on the front covers of 

each - reflective of different audiences. 

Coin News had these highlights: "Gun 

Money-Kings at War," "The Emperors 

of Gaul," "Spotlight on Celtic," "The Se¬ 

cret Money," "What's it Worth, Your 

Price Guide to Half Sovereigns," and "Au¬ 

tumn Guide-Your free ticket enclosed." 

In our own country, COlNage had 

these highlights: "1998 'Phantom' 

cents: Check your pocket change," 

"The All-New Quarters for '99," "Coin 

Investing: 3 Winners 3 Losers," "Coins 

from the Perfect Collection," "Cent Bo¬ 

nanza Look for the Mystery Mark," and 

"U.S. Coin Price Update." 

with hints of gunmetal-blue, rose, and golden 

toning.1,050 

1859-0 AU-53 (NGC).525 

Choice Proof 1860 Dollar 

1860 Proof-63. Brilliant A lovely specimen of this 

early Proof issue. Fairly scarce so fine.3,250 

Memorable Business Strike 1863 Si 

1863 

1863 MS-63 (NGC). Satinv lustre on obverse and re¬ 

verse. Sharplv struck and very well detailed. A 

magnificent specimen of a Liberty Seated silver 

dollar issue that is very rare in Mint State, and even 

more elusive at the high level here presented. A 

find for the connoisseur and specialist.5,795 

1866 AU-58 (AN ACS). First year with the motto IN 

GOD WE TRUST.1,450 

1866 AU-50 Brilliant.995 

1867 AU-50. 875 

1868 AU-55 (PCGS). Faint brown torung over lustrous 

surfaces.1,275 

Splendid Proof 1872 Dollar 

1872 Proof-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. Delicate champagne 

toning over deep mirror fields. A splendid speci¬ 

men of this issue, a rarity in this combination of 

high technical grade plus, equally important, su¬ 

perb eye appeal.5,795 
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Popular 1872-CC $1 

1872-CC VF-30 (PCGS). A lovely specimen of this 

scarce and popular Carson City Mint silver dol¬ 

lar.3,650 

1873 MS-60. 1,295 

Morgan Dollars 

New purchases! More new purchases! Still more 

new purchases! We've been buying Morgan dollars! 

Morgan dollars are at the front of the popularity 

parade! Whenever we issue a Rare Coin Review, the 

section on Morgan dollars is a great attraction, with 

many clients turning to these pages first. 

Morgan dollars are one of the most popular of all 

American series. And, why not? A basic set of dates 

and mints comprises slightly fewer than 100 coins, 

most of which are available in Mint State for less than 

several hundred dollars per coin, some for a lot less. 

You can get "a lot of coin for the money" in this 

series. A complete collection of one of each date and 

mint of Morgan dollars is almost completely obtain¬ 

able, the "stopper" being the 1895 Philadelphia 

Mint. If you modify your goal to include one of each 

date and mint actually struck for circulation, you can 

put together an absolutely complete set. A popular 

way to go is to purchase as many as possible in Mint 

State, and then handle the scarce and rare issues one 

at a time-such as 1889-CC, 1893-S, and 1895-0. 

These latter pieces can be obtained in worn grades 

for reasonable prices, or in higher grades as finances 

permit. 

1878 Doubled Tailfeathers (7/8 TF). MS-65. Brilliant. 

Ever popular "changeover" variety.2,595 

1878 Doubled Tailfeathers. MS-62 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.109 

1878-CC MS-65. Brilliant.U65 

1878-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 1,265 

1878-CC MS-61 (GSA). Brilliant.120 

1878-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.225 

1879-CC Large CC over Small CC, popularly called 

"Capped Die." MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. The rar¬ 

est of the early-range (1878-1885) Carson City sil¬ 

ver dollars.1,750 

1879-0 MS-64 (PCI). Brilliant.359 

1879- S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1880- CC MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant. 789 

1880-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.789 

1880-CC MS-62 (GSA). Brilliant.210 

1880-CC MS-61 (GSA). Brilliant.190 

1880-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,995 

1880-0 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.315 

1880-0 MS-63 (PCI). Brilliant.315 

1880-S MS-65 (ANACS). Light golden surfaces.. 119 

1880-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. While many if not 

most Morgan dollars in our inventory are one of 

a kind, this 1880-S is an exception; we happened 

upon a little cache of 19 pieces! Buy a sparkling 

beauty for.119 

1880-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. One of the more 

popular varieties in the series.49 

1880-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

SILVER DOLLAR GIFT TRIO 
A superb idea for the budding numismatist! 
Over $100 in value for just $60! 

What a great gift idea for any beginning 

numismatist, especially for that brother, sis¬ 

ter, grandchild, or friend who has shared 

your interest in coins for so many years. This 

is a fabulous way to say "Thanks for your 

support!" &nd get them started on a collec¬ 

tion of their own. 

WHAT THEY WILL RECEIVE: 
[/ A gift card personalized with a greet¬ 

ing from you. 

[/ A handy reference book-A Buyer's 

Guide to Silver Dollars and Trade Dollars of the 
United States by Q. David Bowers-a trea¬ 

sure trove of over 300 pages of information 

on these popular series. (Value $19.95) 

[/ A brilliant, lustrous 1887 Morgan dol¬ 

lar-certified MS-63 by PCGS. (Value $35) 

0^ An equally brilliant and lustrous 

1922 Peace dollar-also certified MS-63 

by PCGS. (Value $29) 

[/ A year's worth of our award¬ 

winning publications including six 

copies of our Rare Coin Review and 15 

copies of our Coin Collector newspa¬ 

pers. (Value $29) 

Give a meaningful gift that will 

provide a lifetime of enjoyment. 

Only 50 of these sets are available 

and offered on a first-come first- 

served basis. Call Gail or Janet to¬ 

day to reserve your Gift Trio. (Don't 

forget to add $5 postage and han¬ 

dling for a grand total of just $65). 
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1880- S MS-62 PL. Brilliant.35 

1881- CC MS-65. Brilliant. 

1881-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Ughtly toned. 
1881-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.585 

1881-CC MS-63 (GSA). Brilliant.225 

1881-S MS-66 (NGC). Nicely toned with rainbow iri¬ 

descence.225 

1881-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 
The 1881-S is the most available of the early Morgan 

dollar varieties in terms of sharply struck, high-grade Mint 

State coins. We always try to have a nice supply on hand. If vou 

have a friend who might be interested in Morgan dollars, 

consider buying an 1881-S as a gift. The recipient will surely be 

grateful and quite impressed' 

For a rare coin dealer to be sold out of 1881-S dollars is 

like a grocery store being sold out ol bread, it |ust doesn't 

happen. But, the call for Morgan silver dollars has been so 

strong that a couple of months ago when a friend wanted to 

begin a collection of 1878-1421 dollars with the “easily avail¬ 

able" 1881-S, we could not find one! (He bought a nice 1880-S 

instead.) 

1881-S MS-64. Brilliant.49 

1881-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 49 
1881-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1881- S MS-63 (PCGS). Light gold peripheral toning. 35 

1882 MS-62 PL. Brilliant.45 

1882- CC MS-64 (GSA). Brilliant.129 

1882-CC MS-62 (GSA). Brilliant.95 

1882-CC MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.95 

1882-CC MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1882-CC MS-60 (GSA). Brilliant.79 

1882-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.62 

1882-O/S V AM-4. MS-63 (PCGS). A popular, scarce, 

and quite curious "overmintmark" issue. An op¬ 

portunity to acquire a high-quality example of a 

variety you'll enjoy inspecting under a magnify¬ 

ing glass.975 

1882-O/S EF-45.30 

1882-S MS-66. Brilliant.265 

1882-S MS-65. Brilliant.119 

1882-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1882-S MS-63, DMPL. Brilliant.159 

1882- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1883 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.35 

1883- CC MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.279 

1883-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.279 

1883-CC MS-64 (GSA). Brilliant.115 

1883-CC MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1883-CC MS-60 (GSA). Brilliant.85 

1883-0 MS-65 (PCI). Brilliant.119 

1883-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1883- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,750 

1884 EF-40.39 

1884- CC MS-65. Brilliant.295 

1884-CC MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.295 

1884-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1884-CC MS-63. Brilliant.105 

1884-CC MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1884-CC MS-62 (GSA). Brilliant.89 

1884-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1884-0 MS-64, PL. Brilliant.65 

1884-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1884-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1884-S AU-55 (NGC). Brilliant.650 

1885 MS-66 Brilliant.375 

1885 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.375 

1885 MS-65. Brilliant.139 

1885 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.139 

1885 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.139 

1885 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant. 49 

1885-CC MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.735 

1885-CC MS-62 (GSA). Brilliant.219 

1885-0 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.269 

1885-0 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.269 

1885-0 MS-65. Brilliant.119 

1885-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1885-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1885-0 MS-63. Brilliant. 35 

18850 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. 35 

1885-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1885-0 MS-62. Brilliant.22 

1885- S MS-64, PI Brilliant 

1886 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1886 Ms 63 (FOGS). Brilliant. 

1886- S/S VAM-2. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant 595 

1886-S/S VAM-2. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant 595 

1886- S/S VAM-2. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1887/6 VAM-2. MS-63 (PCX .S) Brilliant 695 

1887/6 VIS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1887/6 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1887 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.295 

1.887 \is-h5 (IX GS) Brilliant. 119 

1887 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1SS7 MS-nV Brilliant .55 

1887 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1887- 0 MS-64 (NGC) Brilliant.269 

1888 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1888 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1888 MS-64 (PCGS). Mostly brilliant with a whisper 

ot light rainbow toning on the obverse.49 

1888 MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden peripheral toning 

on the obverse.49 

1888 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant obverse with a whisper 

of rainbow toning on the reverse.49 

1888 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1888- S MS-64 (NGC). Mostly brilliant with a little 

light toning. We guarantee you will be pleased 

when you open your package from us!.635 

1888-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

Key 1889-CC Morgan Dollar 

1889-CC AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant and attractive. A 

nice combination of fairly high grade and fairly 

low (relatively speaking) price.3,495 

1889-CC VF-20 (NGC).595 

1889-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.609 

1889-0 MS-64 (PCI). Brilliant.609 

•• - s MS-62 (PCI). Brilliant.119 

1889- S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1890 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.155 

1890- CC MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.425 

1890-CC MS-60 (PCI). Repunched 90. Brilliant... 275 

1890-0 MS-62. Brilliant .40 

1890-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1890-S MS-64 (PCGS). Light gold toning on obv erse with 

beautiful light indescence on the reverse.149 

1890-S MS-63, DMPL (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1890-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.69 

1890- S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.55 

1891 VAM-2. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.659 

1891 MS-64 Brilliant Scarce at this high grade 

level_ 645 

1891 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.645 

1891 -CC MS-64 (NGC). Bnlliant.549 

1891- CC MS-64 (PCGS). Bnlliant.549 

1891-CC MS-62 (NGC). Bnlliant.239 

1891-0 MS-64 PL (PCGS). Brilliant.59 

1891-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.695 

1891- 0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1892 MS-64 Brilliant 

1892 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.635 

1892- CC MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,650 

Comprehensive Catalogue and 
Encyclopedia of 

Morgan and Peace Dollars 
by Leroy C. Van Allen & A. George Mallis 

A brand new edition of this popular book covering every¬ 

thing you always wanted to know about Morgan and Peace 

dollars. 

Softbound. Stock No. BVA-710. List price $79.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1892-CC MS-63, PL. Brilliant.850 

1892-CC MS-63. Brilliant.749 

1892-CC MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.749 

1892-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.575 

1892-CC MS-60 (PCI). Brilliant.459 

1892-0 MS-64. Lightly toned.610 

1892-0 MS-64 (NGC). Light gold and blue toning. 610 

1892-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.610 

1892-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Light golden toning.610 

1892-0 MS-64 (PCI). Brilliant.610 

Mint State 1892-S Dollar 

1892-S MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. A Mint State specimen 

of one of the more, elusive Morgan dollars at this 

grade level. While worn specimens of the 1892-S 

are encountered with some frequency, any coin 

MS-60 or finer must be counted as rare. ... 22,900 

1893 MS-64. Brilliant.1,475 

1893 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,475 

1893 MS-63. Brilliant.875 

1893 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.875 

1893 AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

Ask Gail Watson or Janet Lavertue 

about the Bowers and Merena Mor¬ 

gan Dollar Society. We offer you a 

convenient way to build a beautiful 

set of Morgan dollars on a coin by 

coin, month by month basis. Check it 

out, and sign up today. Really, when 

you "sign up" you are not under any 

continuing obligation, as you can dis¬ 

continue membership at any time. In 

fact, we are never content to rest on 

our laurels, each new shipment to you 

has to be excellent. For more informa¬ 

tion see our ad on page 76 of this issue 

or give Gail or Janet a call. They'll be 

happy to help! 

Mint State 1893-CC Dollar 

1893-CC MS-62, PL (PCGS). Brilliant. An attractive 

specimen of this popular Carson City dollar. Just 

purchased.2,695 

Choice 1893-0 Dollar 

1893-0 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. A 

choice specimen of an issue which is very hard to 

find at this grade level.2,650 

Censorship 
The following item by S.L. Carson, editor 

of The Manuscript Society Ncu's, appeared in 

a recent issue of that publication. This was a 

commentary on a situation in which the 

highly respected auction firm of Christie's 

stated that it had guidelines not to sell arti¬ 

facts related to the Holocaust, but "no such 

policy existed relating to African-American 

slavery." The auction house seems to have 

been pressured to remove several items per¬ 

taining to slavery that had been scheduled 

for auction. 

Addressing this, Editor Carson wrote: 

If the reader will permit a brief editorial 

comment, others have noted that this is what 

happens with political correctness and that 

when you start censoring the sale of one 

group's manuscripts and artifacts, you open 

the door to doing the same thing for another 

and that the American answer is freedom — 

freedom for all to collect all or anything. 

The fear by good, decent, and sensitive 

people that certain disreputable groups are 

the only ones to collect such material and use 

their symbols in nefarious ways is wrong in 

that fear should not guide the good majority; 

and that people, even with the same back¬ 

ground as those who seek to censor, collect for 

their history, their interest, its uniqueness and 

to preserve their heritage. Indeed, where 

would these new museums be today if the pri¬ 

vate collector had not been around before¬ 

hand preserving what is now acceptable and 

made available? And as more groups with 

grievances find their voice, will such censor¬ 

ship expand so that in the end there is little or 

nothing to collect, to preserve, to study, and to 

make available? If so, where will the muse¬ 

ums of the future be? 

I (QDB) recall that when I was president 

of the American Numismatic Association 

1983-1985, a well-meaning ANA member, 

distressed (as everyone was) about the Sovi¬ 

ets shooting down Korean Airlines Flight 007, 

requested that the ANA Board of Governors 

pass a resolution stating that no members 

should collect coins relating to the USSR or 

Russia. My feeling was that although repre¬ 

hensible as the Soviet action was, the numis¬ 

matic legacy of a nation represents events in 

history and themselves are part of history — 

and preventing people from collecting coins 

would be akin to banning books. 

Similarly with regard to American sla¬ 

very, the institution is abhorrent, and in¬ 

stances relating to it are a blemish on our na¬ 

tional history. However, in the world of his¬ 

torical artifacts-books, magazines, newspa¬ 

pers, announcements of slave auctions, slave 

badges issued in Charleston (which occa¬ 

sionally appear in numismatic auction 

sales), etc., the availability of these todav 

helps us understand the lessons of the past. 

In similar context, much could be said 

about the mistreatment of Native Americans 

by the federal government, but it would be 

a mistake to condemn the collecting and sale 

of Indian Peace medals given by the United 

States government to help make native 

tribes more friendly, etc., etc. 
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Custom-Made Holders 

A GREAT WAY TO 
DISPLAY COINS 

DANSCO COIN ALBUMS 
Bowers and Merena is pleased to offer you a line of Dansco Coin Albums to beautifully display your col¬ 

lection. You will be proud to own these albums, which are made with the finest materials and superb crafts¬ 

manship! The ports on each page will hold vour coins securely, and each port is imprinted to properly iden¬ 
tify your coins. 

The pages are housed in handsome simulated leather, which is beautifully gold embossed to furnish a truly 
luxurious setting for your collection. 

We are offering these albums for about 15% off the listed retail price. 

These superbly 

crafted coin display 

holders will show 

off your coin 

collection to its 

finest advantage! 

Deluxe Albums 
"All-in-one" construction folds out to 

allow display without turning pages. 

r Coins are open to the air, ideal for 

circulated coins. 

w Pages lie flat, making it easy to insert 

coins. 

r- Ports are exact size of the coins and 

inscribed with year, mint, and number 

minted. 

r Bound in handsome, gold embossed, 

simulated leather. 

D-90 Indian Head Cent 1856-1909 $4.20 

D-7112 Buffalo Nickel 1913-1938 $14.40 

D-7140 Washington Quarter 1432-1%2 $22.40 

D-165 Franklin Half Dollar 1948-1963 S4.20 

Supreme Albums 
r Loose-leaf pages, plastic coated, wash¬ 

able. 

r Ports are covered with acetate slides to 

protect and allow viewing of both sides 

of your coins. 

r Housed in a handsome two-post, simu¬ 

lated leather, gold-embossed binder. 

D-7U70 US. Type-major coins from 1800 $19.50 

D-7049 Large Cents-five blank page- $1950 

D-7101 Indian Head Cents $16.10 

D-8100 Lincoln Cents-1909 to date, including 

Proof-only. $24.60 

D-8102 Lincoln Memorial Cents-1959 to date. 

including Proof-only. $1750 

D-7111 Liberty Nickels . $14.40 

D-7112 Buffalo Nickels . $14.40 

D-7120 Dimes-from 1892 $2195 

D-7121 Liberty Dimes $14.40 

D-7123 Mercury Dimes $14.40 

D-7130 Liberty Head 25c 1892-1916 SI7.80 

D-7132 Liberty Standing Quarter-- $14.40 

KINGSWOOD DISPLAY HOLDERS 
Protect, store, and display your collection to its finest advantage —all with our Kingswood Display Hold¬ 

ers. Made of sturdy 8x10 Lucite plastic, black with individually stamped bright gold letters, sandwiched be¬ 

tween two clear sheets, and secured with screws at the border; these holders are the finest on the market. 

Regularly $28.50 each-you can order from this Rare Coin Review for only $24.50. That' a savings of almost 15%! 

Type Collection Holders 
KW-l New Issues Copper and Silver, 1793-1799 

KW-2 New Issues Copper and Silver, 1800-1830 

KW-3 New Issues Copper and Silver, 1831-1850 

KW-4 Copper, Copper-Nickel, Silver, 1851-1860 

KW-5 Bronze, Nickel, Silver, 1861-1900 

KW-6 New- Issues Copper, Nickel, Silver 1901- 

1950 

KW-7 New Issues Copper, Nickel, Silver 1951 

Onward 

KVV-8 New Issues Gold, 1834-1900 

KW-9 Gold, 1901-1933&Saint-GaudensMCMVII 

KW-10 Commemorative Silver Issues 1892-1925 

KVV-11 Commemorative Silver Issues 1926-1935 

KW-12 Commemorative Silver Issues of 1936 

KW-13 Commemorative Silver & Clad, 1937-1986 

KW-15 Commemorative Gold Issues 1903-1986 

KW-191 U S Half Cents, Selected Classic Head 

Types, Regular Issues, 1809-1835 

KW-211 Liberty Seated Quarters and Half Dollars 

KW-212 Liberty Seated Coinage, Silver Dollars 

KW-213 Liberty Seated Coinage, Basic Type Col¬ 

lection 

KW-230 United States I lalf Cent Types 1793-1857 

KW-231 United States Half Cent and Large Cent 

Types, 1793-1857 

KW-232 United States Cent Types, 1743 to Date 

KVV-233 United States Coinage Designs-Two, 

Three, and Five-Cent Pieces, 1851 to Date 

KVV-234 United States Half Dime Types, 1794- 

1873 

KVV-235 United States Dime Types, 1796 to Date 

KW-236 United States Quarter Types l~4n to 

Date 

KW-238 United States Dollar Types Regular Is¬ 

sues, .900 Silver, 1794-1935 

KW-240 United States Dollar Types, 1794 to 1987 

Date Collection Holders 
KW-100 Flying Eagle and IndianCents. 1856-1878 

KW-101 Indian Cents, 1879-1909 

KVV-133 Washington Quarters, 1943-1952 

KW-140 Liberty Walking Half Dollars, 1916-1919 

KW-141 Liberty Walking Half Dollars, 1920-1934 

KVV-142 Liberty Walking 1 lalf Dollars, 1935-1940 

KVV-150 Morgan Dollars, 1878-1880 

KW-l51 Morgan Dollars, 1881-1883 

KVV-152 Morgan Dollars, 1884-1887 

D-8140 Washington Quarters-from 193Z in¬ 

cluding Proof-onh $22.95 

D-7150 Liberty Head 50c 1892-1915 $1750 

D-7160 Liberty Walking Half Dollars 1916- 

1947_ $1750 

D-7161 Liberty Walking 50< 1941-1947 $14.40 

D-7165 Franklin Half Dollars $14.40 

D-7178 Morgan Dollars 1878-1890 $1750 

D-7179 Morgan Dollars 1891-1921 $1750 

D-7175 Peace Dollars 1921-1935 S14.40 

D-7094 Commemorative Type Set $16.10 

D-7097 Cor- memorative Coins 1890s S14.40 

©©O© 

•OO© 
KW-l53 Morgan Dollars. 1888-1891 

KW-154 Morgan Dollars. 1892-1895 

KW-155 Morgan Dollar' 1896-1900 

KW-156 Morgan Dollars, 1901-1921 

KW-157 Morgan Dollars, 20th-Century Issues 

1901-1921 

KW-239 U.S 20th-Century Dollars 1878-1987 

KW-181 United States 20th-Century Liberty- Eagles 

KW-201 UnitedStatesSilver Eagles, Liberty Walk¬ 

ing Half Dollar 

KW-202 United States Gold Eagles, Saint-Gaudens 

Double Eagle 

KW-203 United States Gold Eagles, Saint-Gaudens 

Double Eagle 

KW-260 Morgan & Peace Dollars, Mint Collec¬ 

tion 



United States Silver Coins for Sale 
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1893-0 EF-45 (ANACS). Brilliant.295 

1894 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. Very scarce in this 

grade; another key issue among Philadelphia 

Mint Morgan silver dollars.1,650 

1894-0 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.2,095 

1894-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,825 

1894-S MS-63 (PCI). Brilliant.875 

1894-S AU-55. Brilliant.289 

1894-S AU-50. Brilliant.225 

Choice Mint State 1895-S $1 

1895-S MS-63. Brilliant with attractive frosty lustre. 

Needle-sharp strike. Far nicer than the usually 

seen specimens of this key San Francisco Mint is¬ 

sue. If you have been searching for a particularly 

choice 1895-S, your quest ends here!.3,895 

Another Beautiful 1895-S $1 

1895-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant, another really choice 

1895-S.3,895 

- TO ORDER - 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-222-5993 

Or Fax Us At (603) 569-5319 

or see page 40 for our web addresses. 

1895-S MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. With bagmarks, to be 

sure, but with fewer than usually seen at this 

level. Quite attractive overall.2,095 

1895-S MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.2,095 

1895-S EF-45 (PCI).495 

1896-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Rare so 

fine. Another of the many really nice Morgan dol¬ 

lars we've bought recently.2,495 

1896-0 MS-61. Brilliant. Elusive in all Mint State 

grades.1,095 

1896- 0 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant. Always in demand 

in Mint State and quite scarce so fine (although 

worn pieces abound).1,095 

1897 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Another of the few in¬ 

expensive dates of the 1890s.35 

1897- 0 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. Scarce in Mint State 

(the same can be said for nearly all other Morgan 

dollars in this listing, as noted).1,650 

1897-0 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.895 

1897-S MS-65, DMPL (NGC). Mostly brilliant with a 

whisper of light gold toning at the rims.1,195 

1897-S MS-65. Brilliant.565 

1897- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.62 

1898- 0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.129 

1898- 0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1899 MS-65. Brilliant.599 

1899- 0 MS-65. Brilliant.135 

1899-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1899- 0 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.35 

1900 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1900- 0/CC Overmintmark. MS-65 Brilliant One of 

the most interesting and curious varieties in the 

Morgan series.1,575 

1900-0/CC MS-63. Brilliant.355 

1900-0/CC MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1900-0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.135 

1900-0 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1900-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 
Time was when nearly all of the New Orleans Mini 

coins of the late 1890s and early 1900s were great rarities Then 

came the Treasury Hoard dispersal of the early 1960s The 

story of this is related in some detail, together with a listing of 

dates and mintmarks involved, in Dave Bowers' book, Ameri¬ 

can Coin Treasures and Hoards, a copy of which should be on 

your coffee table or at your bedside. 

1901 Mint State $1 Rarity 

1901 MS-63 (PCGS). A brilliant, lustrous specimen of 

the rarest of all Philadelphia Mint Morgan dollars 

in Mint State (the 1895 is not known to have been 

distributed in business strike form). This coin will 

be the focal point of any advanced cabinet of the 

series. Only once in a great while do we have an 

equal piece to offer for sale.16,900 

1901-0 MS-64, PL (ANACS).59 

1901-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1901- S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1902- 0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.155 

1903 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.59 

1903- 0 MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.245 

1903-0 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.215 

Rare Mint State 1903-S $1 

1903-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous A beau¬ 

tiful specimen of one of the most desired issues in 

the series.4,895 

1903- S EF-40 (ANACS).239 

1904- 0 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.119 

1904-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 
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Coin Quiz 
Name that Rarity 

by Q. David Boivers 

We give clues concerning aspects of 10 

different United States rarities. How many 

can you identify? Get six or more right, and 

you are doing well. Get seven or eight right, 

and you are in the expert class or close to it. 

Get nine or 10 correct, and you deserve a 

book about the 1804 silver dollar. 

1. Only 11,250 of these were struck. 

Designed by Augustus Saint-Gaudens at his 

Cornish, NH, studio, this gold coin is con¬ 

sidered by many to be America's most at¬ 

tractive regular coin design. The statue from 

which it was modeled can be seen today at 

the southeast comer of Central Park in New 

York City. The coin is the: 

a. 1909-D Indian Head $10. 

b. 1856-S Type II gold $1. 

c. MCMVII (1907) High Relief $20. 

d. 1932 $20. 

2. Among Federal Reserve notes of 

the 'teens, the large-size $50 of St. Louis is 

remarkable as: 

a. It is the only $50 of this format issued by 

any of the 12 Federal Reserve banks. 

b. The entire production of over one million 

notes was destroyed in a fire in the Treasury 

Department storage warehouse in Washing¬ 

ton in 1939. 

c. Abraham Lincoln is erroneously pictured. 

d. Only seven examples are known. 

3. Among Vermont copper coins of the 

1785-1788 era, one of the following is a famous 

rarity, of which only a few dozen are known: 

a. 1787 BRITANNIA reverse. 

b. 1786 Landscape motif with 

VERMONTENSIUM inscription. 

c. 1787 Draped Bust left. 

d. 1786 Draped Bust left. 

4. Time was when every school kid 

dreamed of finding one of these "pennies" 

in pocket change. Here, indeed, is one of the 

best known and best loved of 

all "popular rarities" in the 

American series: 

a. 1909-S over horizontal S Lincoln cent. 

b. 1908-S Indian cent. 

c. 1857 Flying Eagle cent. 

d. 1909-S V.D.B. Lincoln cent. 

5. For many years B. Max Mehl, Fort 

Worth, TX, dealer and numismatic publicist, 

featured this coin as the key to his national 

advertising campaign to sell his value guide, 

the Star Rare Coin Encyclopedia: 

a. 1787 Brasher doubloon. 

b. 1877 Indian Head cent. 

c. 1913 Liberty Head nickel. 

d. 1841 "Little Princess" quarter eagle. 

6. Imagine that you are an active buyer 

on the coin collecting scene in 1860. You have 

a few dollars in your bank account, and 

you've just begun adding to your cabinet 

some pieces from one of the most active se¬ 

ries in American numismatics. Thus, this item 

is likely to catch your eye: 

a. 1805 satirical medal of George Washington 

by Daniel Eccleston. 

b. 1855-S half dollar with prooflike surfaces, 

this being the first year that the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint struck 50-cent pieces. 

c. 1844 Hard Times token issued by J. 

Cochran, bellfounder of Batavia, NY. 

d. 1854 Type II silver trime, choice Uncircu¬ 

lated, an issue that is quite elusive. 

7. Examples of this rarity are believed to 

have been first struck in the early 1830s from 

earlier-dated dies. Liter, additional pieces were 

made, some of the final Issues possibly being fil¬ 

tered into the marketplace through Philadel¬ 

phia dealer J.W. Haseltine. Today it is believed 

that 15 are known. At an early time this rarity 

captured the imagination of collectors and the 

public alike, and by 1930 more had appeared 

in print concerning this issue than any other 

single American coin. In 1997 

the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., coin, 

formerly owned by Matthew A. Stickney, sold 

at auction for a record price. The rarity is the: 

a. 1822 $5 gold half eagle. 

b. 1804 silver dollar. 

c. 1793 Liberty Cap cent (Sheldon-13). 

d. 17% half cent without pole to cap. 

8. All but one of the following scarce 

and/or interesting coins have had a mono¬ 

graph or book written about them. Which is 

the coin without a study of its own? 

a. 1921 Morgan silver dollar. 

b. 1794 Starred Reverse cent (Sheldon-48). 

c. 1804 silver dollar. 

d. 1861-D gold dollar (struck by the Confed¬ 

eracy). 

9. Thi> coin is quite common in worn 

grades, and in Fine or Very Fine, such a piece 

would cost far less than S20. However, in 

gem Mint State it is a condition ranty, and the 

market price for a particularly nice one is be¬ 

tween $500 and $750. 

a. 1936-D Washington quarter dollar. 

b. 1914-D Lincoln cent. 

c. 1916-D Mercury dime. 

d. 1938-D/S overmintmark Buffalo nickel. 

10. In 1861 the San Francisco Mint 

struck manv $20 gold double eagles. Among 

the mintage were relatively few of a special va¬ 

riety' with a narrow rim and tall letters around 

the border. This particular variety of 1861-S is 

recognized as a rarity and is known as the: 

a. Doubled Die Reverse. 

b. With-Motto Reverse. 

c. AMERICAI reverse. 

d. Paquet Reverse. 

p-oi 'B"6 'p-8 'q-l 
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Choice and Rare 1904-S Morgan $ 1922 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1922 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1922 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1922 MS-63. Brilliant.29 

1922 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. A little bonanza, here: 

We bought a splendid group of these, all certified 

by PCGS. As we go to press 99 coins are on hand. 

Buy one for $29 or a group of 10 for.279 

1922 MS-60. Brilliant.45 

1922-D MS-65. Brilliant.395 

1922-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant with light golden pe¬ 

ripheral toning.395 

1922-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.395 

1922-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. MS 

1922-D MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.65 

1922- D MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.35 

1922-D MS-62. Brilliant.32 

1922-D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.32 

1922-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.265 

1922-S MS-62. Brilliant.34 

1904-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A superb specimen of 

one of the most highly prized coins in the Morgan 

dollar series.3,250 

1904-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.2,195 

1904-S MS-63 (PCI). Brilliant.2,195 

1904-S AU-55. Brilliant.495 

1921 MS-60. Brilliant.14 

1921-D MS-65 (NGC). Light gold and blue peripheral 

toning.275 

1921-D MS-65 (NGC). Light golden toning.275 

1921-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,695 

1921-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.139 
This concludes our listing of Morgan silver dollars. It 

may be a long time before we have an equivalent in-depth 

selection of quality, variety, and high grades. 

Peace Dollars 

Repeating the theme of the Morgan dollars in this 

issue, we also purchased many nice Peace silver dol¬ 

lars. Use this listing to buy the pieces that you need, 

but order early, as nearly all are one of a kind in our 

inventory. 

1921 Peace. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

1921 Peace. MS-63. Sharply struck.189 

1921 Peace. MS-60 (ANACS). Brilliant.165 

1921 Peace. AU-58. Brilliant.135 

1922 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.159 

HARRY S. TRUMAN 

FEDERAL RESERVE BARK BUILDING 

KANSAS CITY 6, MISSOURI 

June 16, 1953 

Dear Mr, Monteagle: 

I read your letter of the sixth with a great 
deal of interest and I wish I had Carson City 
dollars enough to go around, but I haven't, 

I was born in 1884 and I happened to have had 
two extra dollars which I gave to the Captains 
of the Ball Teams of the Army and Navy, 

I am sorry I can't accommodate you. My sugges¬ 
tion to you would be to go to the Wells Fargo 
Bank in San Francisco and ask them to give you 
an 1884 dollar. I aim rather of the opinion that 
they can do it. 

Thank you for the 1924 dollar which you sent as 
a ''lucky piece" for Margaret. 

Mr. Frederick J. Monteagle 
365 Hanover Avenue 
Oakland 6, California 

The other day we purchased the above shown item because we thought it was inter¬ 

esting, and plan to have it framed together with a couple of silver dollars of the 1884-CC 

variety. This is the first numismatically related item we have come across connected to 

Harry Truman (who served as president 1945-1953). 

Me4 

iaa toe tetesi. 
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1923 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.695 

1923 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant. 695 

1923 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1923 MS-64. Brilliant.49 

1923 MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant.49 

1923 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1923 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1923 MS-64 (PCI). Brilliant. 19 

1923 MS-63. Brilliant. 29 

1923 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.29 

1923 MS-63 (PCI). Brilliant.29 

1923 MS-62. Brilliant.22 

1923-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,295 

1923-D MS-64. Brilliant.269 

1923-D AU-58. Brilliant.19 

1923-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.219 

1923-S MS-64 (PCGS). Golden surfaces.219 

1923-S MS-63. Brilliant.59 

1923-S MS-60. Brilliant.19 

1924 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1924 MS-63. Brilliant.29 

1924 MS-60. Brilliant.19 

1924-S MS-64 (ANACS). Brilliant. We were lucky to 

buy it, and you are fortunate to have the chance 

to acquire it for your own. At this level the 1924- 

S is one of the hardest-to-find coins in the Peace 

dollar series.1,350 

1924-S MS-63. Brilliant. 389 

1924-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.389 

1924- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.389 

1925 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1925 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.159 

1925 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.49 

1925 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.49 

1925 MS-63. Brilliant.29 

1925 MS-63 (PCGS). Lightly toned.29 

1925 MS-60. Brilliant.19 

1925- S MS-64. Brilliant.665 

1925-S MS-64 (PC < S) Brilliant. 

1925-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.115 

1925- S AU-55. Brilliant.39 

1926 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.310 

1926 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.310 

1926 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.75 

1926 MS-63. Brilliant.44 

1926 MS-60 Brilliant. I 

1926 AU-55. Brilliant.19 

1926- D MS-65. Brilliant. 

1926-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with just a 

whisper of light peripheral toning.659 

1926-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1926-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with light 

golden peripheral toning.225 

1926-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1926-D AU-55. Brilliant.39 

1926-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant with light peripheral 

toning.975 

1926-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.975 

1926-S MS-64. Brilliant.165 

1926-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.165 

1926-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.56 

1926-S MS-60. Brilliant.35 

1927 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1927 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1927 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.69 

1927 AU-58. Brilliant.45 

1927 AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.45 

1927-D MS-64 Brilliant. Only one uncertified MS-64 

piece on hand, and it's yours for.575 

1927-D MS-63. Brilliant.229 

1927-D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. Somewhat scarcer 

than generally realized.145 

1927-D MS-60. Brilliant.139 

1927-D AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.99 

1927-S MS-64. Lustrous One of the more important 

coins in the series.710 

1927-S MS-64 (NGC). Golden surfaces 1 lard to find 

this nice.710 

1927-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 710 

1927- S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.195 

1928 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 549 

1928 MS-63. Brilliant.279 

1928 MS43 (PCGS) Brilliant.279 

1928 MS »>2 (NGC). Brilliant.250 

1928 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.250 

1928 AU-58. Brilliant. 195 

1928 AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1928- S MS-64. Brilliant. Very scarce at this grade 

level, a key coin in the Peace dollar series.. 1,595 

1928-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.1,595 

1928-S MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned. A beautiful 

specimen.1,595 

1928-S MS-63. Brilliant. Lots of basic value here, in our 

opinion.319 

1928-S AU-58. Brilliant.49 

1934 MS-65. Brilliant.1,495 

1934 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,495 

1934 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,495 

1934 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1934 MS-63. Brilliant.109 

1934-D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.2,250 

1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.2,250 

1934-D MS-64. Brilliant.675 

1934-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.2,250 

1934-D MS-64. Brilliant.675 

1934-D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant centers with light 

gold peripheral toning.675 

1934-D MS-63. Brilliant.195 

1934-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1934-D MS-60. Brilliant.69 

Lustrous 1934-S Rarity 

1934-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Pur¬ 

chased just before this issue of the Rare Coin Re¬ 

view goes to press, and offered here for the first 

time.4,795 

We now have in stock our third "la- 

gniappe" designed and struck for 

Bowers and Merena by the Patrick 

Mint. Our others were so popular that 

they ran out quickly and we decided 

to have a new design done. The new 

obverse depicts the popular 1854 pat¬ 

tern large cent featuring a flying eagle. 

The reverse is an "advertisement" for 

Bowers and Merena in the style of ad¬ 

vertising tokens of the 19th century. 

This interesting piece can be yours 

free with any coin or book order from 

this issue totaling $50 or more (be 

sure to request it). Or, you can pur¬ 

chase one for just $3 (limit 3 per client). 
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Choice 1934-S Peace Dollar 

1934-S MS-63. Delicate golden gray iridescence on 

frosty surfaces. A delicacy in Uncirculated grade, 

and widely esteemed as the key issue in the Peace 

dollar series at the MS-63 level. A prize for the 

advanced specialist.3,195 

Another Rare 1934-S 

1934-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. A splen¬ 

did specimen of the key issue in the Peace silver 

dollar series.3,195 

A Final MS-63 1934-S 

1934-S MS-63 (PCGS). Light golden surfaces.. 3,195 

1934-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. Scarce. A dandy 

1934-S at this grade level.1,895 

1934-S MS-60. Brilliant.945 

1934-S AU-58. Brilliant.695 

1934-S AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.535 

1934- S EF-40 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1935 MS-65. Brilliant.659 

1935 MS-65 (NGC). Light gold peripheral toning. 659 

1935 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.149 

1935 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.149 

1935 AU-58. Brilliant.29 

1935- S MS-65. Brilliant. An exceptionally nice ex¬ 

ample of this issue.1,150 

1935-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with a whisper 

of light rose peripheral toning.1,150 

1935-S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,150 

1935-S MS-63. Brilliant.245 

1935-S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.185 

1935-S MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.169 

Trade Dollars 
Good intentions notwithstanding, we haven't had 

the chance to sort and price a very nice group of 

chopmarked and other silver dollars recently ac¬ 

quired from a friend who bought them in the Orient. 

Now that they've come back home, we'll offer them 

for sale, probably through a private listing. Inter¬ 

ested? Ask Gail Watson, and when we've arranged 

them we'll send a private offering to you. 

Choice 1873 Trade Dollar 

1873 MS-64. Gorgeous light champagne toning. 3,450 
Trade dollars of the 1873 and 1874 years are especially 

hard to find in higher levels of Mint State. Those that circulated 

stateside quickly became worn. Those shipped to China were 

mostly transshipped to India and melted at the Calcutta Mint. 

Puzzled Money A Puzzle No Longer! 
s' 

the tSS. TS 
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Mo. 39 N. EUTAW STREET 

Dealers in all kinds of Boots and Shoes, 

EAX'PIMOBE, MED. 

Pictured above is the rebus we ran in Rare Coin Review No. 125. The rebus is printed 

on the back of an advertising note issued by J. Pels & Son, Baltimore, featuring Silver & 

Copper Tipped Boots & Shoes. This attracted a number of brilliant minds, and solutions 

arrived in our mail for the next several weeks. The first correct answer was from Thomas 

F. Howard who furnished this solution: 
A written (we gave everyone credit on this one as we did not know what it was either) 

announcement to the public. All parents must understand that we have on hand 

always a stock of silver and copper tipped boots and shoes. You cannot but be 

impressed when we guarantee that one pair will last two times longer than shoes 

not metal tipped. An invite (invitation was accepted) to come is extended to all. Try 

our handsome genteel and durable tipped boots and shoes for girls and boys. Par¬ 

ents you can save in one year enough to purchase your own boots and shoes. All 

this will be explained at J. Pels & Sons. 
We thank each and everyone of you who figured it out, as your editor was not 

among them(!). Those who sent solutions as of press time were as follows: Stephen P. 

Alpert, Victor E. Annaloro, Lou Bencze, Richard Boswell, Kevin Coyle, Steven R. 

Feldhake, Jeff Ford, G.S.G., John Gauthier, Bruce Gossard, Donald S. Hunt, Douglas 

McDonald, Mark K. McWherter, Elwood Miller, David Moberg, John Mullen, David & 

Lisa Muller, Justin & Doug Niven, Blaine Reed, Barry Shrout, Pete Smith, Philip L. 

Strong, Lee Surface, Bill Van Kosky, Angela Zoltners, Carolyn and Bill Bone, Earl A. 

Shoemaker, Bob and Jo Rebuck, Bruce Spence, and Warren Lefter. 
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1873 MS-62. Brilliant. .975 

1873 MS-61 (ANACS). Brilliant. .795 

1873 AU-55. Brilliant. .295 

1873-CC AU-53. Brilliant. .1,250 

1873-CC VF-30. Brilliant. .350 

1873- S AU-58. A lovely specimen. 

1874- S MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous. 

.675 

.1,695 

1874-S MS-63 (NGQ. Brilliant. .1.695 

1874-S Chopmarked. AU-58. Interesting as this and 

other chopmarked coins actually were shipped to 

China, this being the intended purpose of the de- 

nomination. .165 

1874- S Chopmarked. EF-45.159 

1875 Type I/ll. AU-50 (PCGS). Very attractive... 950 

1875- CC Chopmarked. Type I/I. AU-50.179 

Attractive 1875-S Trade $1 

1875-S Type I/I. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. All designs 

are sharply defined save for a few obverse stars. 

A lovely coin for the specialist.2,995 

1875-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.1,350 

1875-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,350 

1875-S Chopmarked. Type I/I. AU-58. Brilliant. 189 

1875-S Chopmarked. Type I/I. AU-50.159 

1876 Type I/I. MS-63 (NGC). Lightly toned. 1,195 

Desirable 1876 Proof $1 Trade 

1876 Type I/I I. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous 

with a whisper of golden toning.1,450 

Key 1876-CC Trade $1 

1876-CC Type \J\\. MS-62 (NGC). Iridescent toning 

over lustrous surfaces. Very sharply struck A 

notable rarity in this grade level, a coin which is 

seldom encountered in Mint State. It is always a 

joy to buy one and offer it for sale.8,450 

1876-SType I/I. MS-63 (NGC) Lilac toning 1,195 

1876-S Chopmarked. Type 1/1. AU-55.169 

1876-S Chopmarked. Type 1/1/ AU-50.159 

1876-SType II/II. AU-50. Brilliant.350 

1877 MS-63. Pale champagne iridescence comple¬ 

ments the frosty surfaces. Wisps of golden brown 

can be seen at the obverse periphery. Notable as 

the last trade dollar issue struck at the Philadel¬ 

phia Mint in business strike format. All subse¬ 

quent dates are Proof-only issues.1,395 

1877 Chopmarked. AU-50.185 

1877-S MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1877-S Chopmarked. AU-55.169 

1877-S AU-50. Brilliant.245 

1877- S Chopmarked. AU-50.159 

1878- S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.1,295 

Choice Proof 1879 Trade Dollar 

Another Choice 1879 

1880 Proof-63 (NGC Proof-onlv issue with a mintage 

of 1,987 coins. Wonderful eye appeal with light 

champagne surfaces.2,650 

An Interesting Renewal: 

The following letter is from Bill N.: 

"Well, vou did it again! Just when I 

think I want to end my subscription to the 

Rtire Coin Review, you put out an outstand¬ 

ing issue (your 125th, just received) and I 

want to re-subscribe. I signed up for [a 

leading numismatic periodical] for one 

\ ear and found out I got much more out of 

the Rare Coin Review than from the total of 

the other offerings. 

"1 visit vour website often to check on 

new inventory, but there is so much more 

in the Rare Coin Rtview that 1 enjoy. Over 

the past year or so I have watched vour 

website improve. I am not sure how much 

you sell via the Internet, but 1 am sure it 

attracts customers who eventually get the 

Rare Coin Review or The Coin Collector. 

“ 1 wanted to let vou know what a great 

job vou are doing in your publications. 

Please start the subscription with the No¬ 

vember/December Rare Coin Rei’iew since 

I have the September/October issue in 

hand." 

1876 Type I/II. Proof-63 (NGC). Brilliant. A desirable 

and somewhat scarce Proof of this variety. 2,795 

1876 Type I/II. Proof-61 (PCGS). Attractive rose and 

magenta toning.1,695 

of, 
A 
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1879 Proof-64 (NGC). Light golden surfaces. A choice 

specimen of this ever-popular low-mintage date 

(which we can never manage to keep in stock for 

very long).3,495 

Satisfied Consignor 

We received the following e-mail from G.S.G: my expectations considerably. Thank you 

"1 was a consignor for your most recent for the courteous and professional help 1 

auction, and I wanted to write to express my received from John Pack and the rest of 

pleasure with the results which exceeded your auction department." 

1879 Proof-64 (PCGS) Nicely toned.3,495 

Pleasing 1880 Proof Trade SI 
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About the 1884 Trade Dollar 

five other Proof sets of 

1884 in the same accu¬ 

mulation, all pur¬ 

chased at the Mint 

early in the year be¬ 

fore the order came 

from the Treasury De¬ 

partment discontinu¬ 

ing the trade dollars 

from the Proof sets. 

that the 

planchets were pre¬ 

pared especially for 

them and not struck on 

the planchet of the 

standard dollar, as 

some of the doubting 

ones have claimed. The 

standard dollar is sev¬ 

eral grains lighter than 

the trade dollar. Very few 

persons who are unbiased 

in their statements would say 

that it is a "pattern." 

One of our constant readers and frequent 

correspondents, Leonard Augsburger, found 

this interesting item the other day while looking 

through the June 1909 issue o/Philatelic West. 

The identity of the person behind the pen name 

“Quinarius" is not known to us. 

The 1884 Trade Dollar 
by Quinarius 

The recent sale of a trade dollar dated 

1884 at a Chicago coin auction caused con¬ 

siderable flurry among collectors, as until 

then none was‘supposed to have been 

coined during that year. The government 

records show that trade dollars were 

coined in large numbers from 1873 to 1878 

inclusive, when the coinage dropped to 

less than 2,000 pieces a year from 1879 to 

1883, when, it was supposed, the coinage 

ceased. 

This newcomer into the field of nu¬ 

mismatics was at once pronounced a 

"fraud," "counterfeit" and "pattern" by 

the knowing ones. The price the piece 

brought at auction, $280, was not so im¬ 

portant to them as that such a piece ex¬ 

isted at all. An inquiry brought out the 

following facts: The records show that 

dies were actually made and delivered to 

the coiner, with the evident expectation 

that trade dollars in Proof would continue 

to be struck in 1884 just as they had been 

from 1879 to 1883. It is well known that 

the pieces issued in those years were 

made only in Proof for the Proof sets sold 

at the mint during those five years. The 

records further show that the dies in ques¬ 

tion were destroyed January 2nd, 1885 (le¬ 

gally for Jan. 1st) along with the other dies 

of the preceding year. The coin which was 

sold in Chicago, was found in an 1884 

Proof set among the property of the late 

Dr. W. Idler of Philadelphia by his son-in- 

law, Capt. J.W. Haseltine. There were also 

It may seem unlikely to many, but it is 

not improbable that no record was made of 

these six, (or some say 10) pieces, as there 

is a current rumor that on receipt of this 

order from the Treasury Department dis¬ 

continuing its coinage, that the four re¬ 

maining Proofs were thrown into the melt¬ 

ing pot and that, unfortunately, a specimen 

was not even kept for the Mint Cabinet. 

The piece weighs 420 grains, the legal 

weight of the trade dollar and exactly the 

weight of all other "trade" Proofs, showing 

More on the 1884 Trade Dollar 

The preceding prompts us to make a 

few comments and print a few quotations: 

The existence of 1884- and 1885-dated 

trade dollars was not known to the collect¬ 

ing community until 1908 when Capt. John 

W. Haseltine (in partnership with Stephen 

K. Nagy), a Philadelphia coin dealer with 

close connections to the Mint, startled the 

hobby by announcing they had been found 

among coins in 1884 and 1885 Proof sets 

owned by his father-in-law, William Idler. 
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About the 1884 Trade Dollar 

However, on July 1,1907, Haseltine's part¬ 

ner, Nagy, had sold one to Virgil M. Brand 

for $50 in an unannounced transaction. On 

September 17,1908, Brand bought another, 

for $150, from Haseltine. 

One can speculate that out of idle cu¬ 

riosity Brand might have consigned one 

of these coins, with no intention of selling 

it, to Ben G. Green's 44th Sale, which took 

place on November 27,1908. This conjec¬ 

ture has some logic to it, for Green was lo¬ 

cated in Chicago and was a close acquain¬ 

tance of Brand. As all other specimens 

were being marketed out of Philadelphia 

at the time, why would Haseltine or Nagy 

have sent one to Chicago, when they 

could have more easily consigned a coin 

locally to S.H. Chapman or Henry 

Chapman? Green's catalogue description 

follows: 

TRADE DOLLAR 1884 Brilliant 

Proof. Of excessive rarity, and its exist¬ 

ence appears to have been entirely un¬ 

known to collectors until quite recently. 

From the best obtainable information 

there were not over 10 specimens struck, 

and five of these are said to have been 

destroyed. If this is correct, there are only 

5 left and hence of greater rarity than the 

1804 dollar. The Mint Cabinet does not 

contain one of these pieces, and it has 

never been offered before at auction. 

The preceding coin is said to have 

sold for $280. 

Farran Zerbe, editor of The Numisma¬ 

tist, wrote an article, published in Novem¬ 

ber 1909, on the subject of 1884 trade dollars 

and noted that seven of the 10 known pieces 

had been sold within a few months by a 

single dealer at prices ranging from $150 to 

$400. It was not revealed by Zerbe, if indeed 

he knew it, that Virgil Brand was the main 

buyer. Zerbe's articles in The Numismatist at 

the time —and he wrote many items for the 

publication —were typically a mixture of 

numismatic enthusiasm, guesswork, gossip, 

and information obtained from others and 

not checked, and promotion. He was not a 

serious student of numismatics in the re¬ 

search sense, although he appreciated the 

thousands of varied items he had in his 

Money of the World exhibit. At one time 

Zerbe stated that he had inside information 

on the true story of the 1873-S Liberty 

Seated silver dollars (of which 700 were 

minted, but none are known today) and 

would publish it. If he did so, the article has 

not been seen by the editor. 

Virgil Brand loved 1884 trade dollars, 

and on October 12, 1908 he bought two 

more, for $150 each, from Haseltine. Years 

later on July 16,1919 he was the successful 

bidder at $260 for the H.O. Granberg Col¬ 

lection specimen sold to mail bids by B. 

Max Mehl. 

No one can be sure exactly how many 

1884 and 1885 trade dollars were struck, 

absent official records. What we can be 

sure of is that only 10 1884s and only five 

1885s are now knoum. The clandestine coin¬ 

ers had a good thing going; why would 

they have made so few? Obviously, to 

minimize chances of detection and expo¬ 

sure under the current director, who was 

less ready to play such games than Dr. 

Henry R. Linderman and the Snowdens 

had been. 

In a related vein, the Minneapolis Jour¬ 

nal, December 5,1908, printed the follow¬ 

ing. Apparently the sale of this coin, incor¬ 

rectly called a silver dollar in the press, 

caused some people to think they had trea¬ 

sures with their common 1884 Morgan- 

type dollars: 

The silver dollar of the date of 1884, 

that sold in Chicago [a silver 1884 trade 

dollar in Ben Green's auction] for $280, is 

what is known as the "trade dollar," and it 

is doubtful if more than a few hundred 

people have ever seen one of that date, as 

there were only five struck in silver and a 

few in copper, and these are in collections, 

closely guarded. A.M. Smith of Minneapo¬ 

lis has one of the copper Proofs [a trial 

striking] in his collection of coins, others 

are in private collections in the East and in 

the United States Mint Collectioa When the 

story of the Chicago sale appeared, hun¬ 

dreds of persons of Minneapolis made the 

mistake of thinking that it was the ordinary 

standard dollar of 1884 that brought the 

high premium, and many thought they 

had a small fortune in their grasp, when, 

in hunting through their pockets and cash 

registers they discovered several of that 

date. A.M. Smith has been kept busy for 

the last four or five days informing 

people that the)- did not have any of the 

valuable coins. In one day he answered 

over 100 telephone inquiries on the subject. 

An early scene of an oil strike at Silo Hill, PA - date unknown. During the last cen¬ 

tury petroleum was a major industry for the Keystone State (and still is to some ex¬ 

tent today). Among those who were front row' center in the industry wras John Clapp 

of Venango County —who assembled a w'orld class collection of federal coinage 

(w'hich later was sold to Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr.). Over the years a number of "oil men" 

have made their mark in our hobby, and one of these days we will have to do a re¬ 

view of them as an article in the Rare Coin Remew or The Coin Collector. 
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United States Gold Coins 

Your editor is hard at work on the initial vol¬ 

ume, covering all U.S. gold coins from dollars to 

double eagles, of a vastly revised and expanded ver¬ 

sion of A Buyer's Guide to the Rare Coin Market. More 

information will be given in due course, possibly in 

1999, but if we make no promises, we can't be late! 

Meanwhile, we offer for sale a very nice selection 

of United States gold coins including new purchases. 

Take your pick of the following. 

Gold Dollars 
Our selection of gold dollars includes examples 

of each of the three types: Type I (1849-1854), Type 

II (1854-1856), and TypHlI (1856-1889). 

1851 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Ideal for a type 

set.1,595 

1853 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

Mint State 1854 Type II Gold $1 

1854 Type II. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.7,495 

1854 Type II. AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.665 

1856 Slanting 5. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. An attrac¬ 

tive specimen of the first year of the Type III mo¬ 

tif.695 
There were two styles of the numeral 5 made this year, 

upright and slanting (or italic), the latter being the variety 

usually seen. 

1857 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.1,250 

Rare 1859-S Gold Dollar 

1859-S AU-55 (NGC). You'll like the quality of this 

1859-S gold dollar, which, at this grade level is 

quite rare. Most pieces are in grades such as VF or 

EF.2,195 

1861 MS-63 (NGC). Lustrous and beautiful.1,150 

1866 AU-55 (PCGS). Very rare in business strike form, 

although market prices do not reflect this. ... 695 

Call today to place your order! 

Famous 1870-S Gold $1 Rarity 

1870-S MS-63 (NGC). A splendid brilliant and 

frosty specimen of the only San Francisco Mint 

gold dollar struck after 1860, a low-mintage 

(just 3,000 or, possibly, just 2,000 were struck) 

classic.7,750 

1873 Open 3. MS-64 (NGC).1,595 

1874 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.1,495 

1874 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,495 

Important 1887 Gold Dollar 

1889 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and attractive. The final 

gold dollar issue.1,650 

1889 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.1,150 

Quarter Eagles 
Quarter eagles in this issue of the Rare Coin Remew 

range from the 1830s onward and include along the 

way a nice selection of "types" as well as scarce issues 

and high-grade pieces. 

1837 EF-45 (NGC). Brilliant.595 

1837 EF-40 (NGC). Brilliant.465 

1845 EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.345 

Mint State 1847 $2.50 

1887 MS-65 (NGC). Bright, lustrous yellow gold with 

faint traces of orange toning.2,795 

1888 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful.1,495 

1888 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,195 

1847 MS-60 (PCGS). Brilliant. While the 1847 is not a 

rarity in worn grades, at the Mint State level it is 

extremely elusive. Over the years we have 

handled just a few equivalent pieces.5,350 

BOWERS AND MERENA’S 

Calendar 

Our Next Three Coin Shows 
January 7-10,1999 

F.U.N. Convention - Orlando, Florida 

February 11-13,1999 

Long Beach Coin & Collectibles Expo 

Long Beach, California 

March 19-21,1999 

Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Baltimore, Maryland 

1999 Auction Schedule 
January 5-6,1999 

Orlando, Florida 

The Rarities Sale 

March 18-20,1999 

Baltimore, Maryland 

in conjunction with the Suburban 

Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Now accepting consignments! 

May 29-31,1999 

Los Angeles, California 

Now accepting consignments! 

August 9,1999 

Chicago, Illinois 

The Rarities Sale 

Now accepting consignments! 

...plus many more! 

November-December 1998/Rare Coin Review #126 57 



United States Gold Coins for Sale 4 
1849 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.975 

1853 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.725 

1854-0 AU-55 (NGC). Brilliant. 

1859- D F-15 (PCGS). Very rare in all grades. A key to 

the series.950 

1860- C EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant. 

1861 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.289 

1862 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1873 Closed 3. MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant. 770 

1873 Open 3. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1877-S AU-58. Brilliant. 375 

1878 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. A nice combination of 

high grade and visual beauty.1,095 

1879 MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant 
1889 MS-63 (NGC).Brilliant. 1,095 

1895 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. VVhv not consider mak¬ 

ing a date set of later issues in the Liberty Head 

quarter eagle series?.2,195 

1899 MS-63 Brilliant.. 1195 

1901 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 1,495 

1902 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.2,495 

1902 MS-63 (PCGS) 

Gem 1903 Quarter Eagle 

1903 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. Ideal for a high-grade 

type set. A frosty little cameo!.2,795 

"As Good as it Gets!" 
The following letter is from D.M.: 

"Hi Gail! 

"Thank you for sending the nice 

1812 half eagle. As they say, this is as 

good as it gets. Thanks for walking the 

extra mile with my inquiries about it. 

"I hope you can find some more 

items for me from my 'want list.' 

"Thanks so much." 

-D.M. 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS).1,395 

1903 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.495 

1904 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,195 

1904 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.495 

1905 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,450 

1905 MS-63 Brilliant 995 
1905 AU-55. Brilliant.225 

1906 MS-64 (P( GS) 
1906 MS-63 Brilliant 

Gem 1907 Quarter Eagle 

1907 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant A frosty little gem that 

will look great in an advanced type set.2,495 
Last year of the Liberty Head design. First introduced 

in 1840, this became the longest-used motif, without a mj|or 

change, in American coinage history 

1907 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant..1,095 

1907 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 1,095 

1907 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.495 

Gem 1925-D $2.50 

1925-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. A splendid gem 

specimen.3,650 

Gem 1927 $2.50 

1927 MS-65 (PCGS) Brilliant and beautiful.3,350 

1928 MS-63 (PCGS) Lustrous and attractive. Mostly 

brilliant with some splashes of lilac on the re¬ 

verse__,.__875 

1929 MS-63 (PCGS) Brilliant.795 

1929 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.325 

! C ■ MS-f : Br lar t . 295 

Gem 1908 Indian $2.50 

1908 MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A gem 

specimen of the first year of Bela Lyon Pratt's In¬ 

dian Head design.3,695 

1909 MS-63 (NGC).Brilliant.1,095 

1910 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. 995 

1911 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. 1,595 

1913 MS-63 (NGC > Brilliant 
1914 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. 1,195 

1914 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant. 319 

1915 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.950 

Three-Dollar Gold 
1854 AU-58 iNGCi Brilliant First vearof issue. 1,495 

1854 F-12 (PCGS). Brilliant..515 

Lustrous 1857 $3 Gold 

1857 MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant and lustrous. Just pur¬ 

chased Rare so nice. In fact, in this grade the 1857 

is at least 100 tunes rarer than the 1854!.5,295 

1878 AU-58. Brilliant. Another new purchase.. 1,150 

Gold Coins of the Dahlonega Mint 

1838-1861 
by Douglas Winter 

This handy guide tells just about everything you would 

ever need to know about the different $ 1, $2.50, $3, and 

$5 pieces produced at that famous southern facility. A 

"must have” for any serious library on American gold coins. 

250 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BW1-818. List price $25.00. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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United States Gold Coins for Sale 

Half Eagles 

Mint State 1813 $5 Gold 

1813 Breen-la. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. An especially choice specimen of this is¬ 

sue.9,350 

1834 Classic Head. Plain 4, No Motto. AU-58 (NGC). 

Brilliant.1,650 

1834 Classic Head. Plain 4, No Motto. AU-50 

(ANACS). Brilliant.795 

1836 EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.630 

1840 EF-45 (PCGS). Second year of the Liberty Head 

or Coronet design.595 

1843-0 Small Letters. EF-40 (PCGS). Brilliant. Scarce 

so fine.1,650 

1844 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.635 

1844 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.475 

1847 Breen-6570. Doubled 7. AU-55. 995 

1848 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.1,050 

1852-D EF-45. Bright yellow gold. A beautiful ex¬ 

ample; one of the finest we've seen.1,975 

Choice Mint State 1853 $5 

1853 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. A choice and impor¬ 

tant specimen of the hard-to-find (in choice Mint 

State) 1839-1865 design type without reverse 

motto.12,500 

1856-S AU-50 (NGC). Brilliant.1,395 

Highly Important 1870-CC $5 

1870- CC VF-35 (NGC). Light yellow gold. A highly 

important Carson City issue, a major rarity in any 

and all grades. Also significant as the first year of 

Carson City mintage. Just purchased, this beauty 

will satisfy the specialist who has spent a long 

time seeking the 1870-CC.8,450 

1871- CC VF-35 (NGC). A famous rarity in any 

grade. In general, all Carson City Mint gold 

coins of 1870-1872 are very difficult to find, as 

the distribution procedure was different for 
these dates.i 975 

1873 Open 3. AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

Condition Rarity 1873-S $5 

1873-S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. Fairly scarce in 

any grade, quite rare and important at the AU 

level.4,695 

1878 AU-58 (NGC).335 

1879-CC EF-40 (PCGS). Some lustre remains in the 

protected areas. Rare and popular Carson City 

issue.1,395 

Choice Mint State 1880 $5 

1880 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. An especially choice and 

lustrous specimen of an issue which is very hard 

to find at this level.3,195 

1880-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,095 

1881/0 AU-55 (NGC). Interesting overdate.1,095 

Choice 1886-S $5 Gold 

1893-0 MS-60 (NGC). Brilliant A popular and some¬ 

what scarce New Orleans issue.1,250 

1893- 0 AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.445 

1894- 0 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous 1,395 

1895 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.ohs 

1897-S AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.465 

1899 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant. 965 

1899 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.965 

1900 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.965 

1902 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,150 

Lustrous, Exceptional 1903 $5 

1903 MS-64 (PCGS). Exceptionally nice. A quality 

coin for a type set.2,350 

1903 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.850 

1903-S MS-63. Brilliant and beautiful.965 

1903-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.965 

1905 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.965 

1905 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.965 

1905-S AU-55. Brilliant.315 

1905- S AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.315 

1906 MS-63 (NGC).915 

1906 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.485 

1906- D MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. First issue of the 

Denver Mint.1,995 
No doubt struck from Colorado gold, probably from 

the hyperactive Cripple Creek Gold District, which at that 

time had a population challenging the 100,000 mark (later to 

fall to below 1,000 by the 1970s). Later, and including to the 

present day, casino gambling revived the old mining town, 

and today it teems with activity. 

1906- D AU-58. Brilliant...210 

1907 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.319 

1907- D MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.385 

1908 Liberty Head. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Sort of a 

holdover date, as most gold coins of this year are 

of new designs.965 

1886-S MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant. While the 1886-S is 

seen quite regularly, and, in fact, is quite plenti¬ 

ful in lower grades, at the MS-64 level it is a rar¬ 

ity.2,350 

Brilliant 1892-CC $5 

1892-CC MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant and beautiful. Ever- 

popular Carson City issue.3,095 

1892-S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant. Quite scarce in 

Mint State, although readily available in worn 

grades.1,095 

Choice Mint State 1908 $5 

1908 Indian Head. MS-64 (NGC). A brilliant choice 

specimen of the first entrv of the Indian Head $5 

series. Ideal for your type set.3,950 

1908 Indian Head. AU-58 (ANACS). Brilliant.265 

1914 MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous. Quite rare so 

fine.1,850 
Tlie 1914 is quite elusive in Mint State, in fact, our 

experience has been that the only Indian half eagle readily 

available in Mint State is the 1909-D, trailed at a long distance 

by the 1908 Philadelphia issue Nearly all others are seldom 

seen. 
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United States Gold Coins for Sale 

Gorgeous 1915 $5 Gold 

1915 MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous specimen of exquis¬ 

ite beauty.4,795 

Mint State 1915-S Half Eagle 

1915-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous A rarity 

at this grade level.4,795 

$10 Gold Eagles 
Among $10 gold coins are many pieces suitable 

for a type set and some rarities that the advanced col¬ 

lector will appreciate. Nearly all are one of a kind in 

our stock. 

Rare 1838 $10 Eagle 

1838 EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant surfaces. First year of 

Gobrecht's Liberty Head or Coronet design. Rare 

at all grade levels. Only infrequently do we have 

one in our stock. Just purchased, this beauty is 

offered for the first time.5,100 

1848-0 EF-40 (PCGS). Brilliant. Quite scarce at this 

grade level.1,150 

1850 Small Date. EF-45 (NGC). Brilliant.1,395 

1850 Large Date. AU-55 (PCGS). A high-grade ex¬ 

ample of this early Liberty 1 lead $10 date. 1,195 

1871-S EF-45 (NGC). A pleasing specimen of this rare 

eagle.2,195 

Lustrous 1880-CC $10 Gold 

1880-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant 3,750 

L884-S MS-61 (PCGS) Brilliant 

Choice Mint State 1887-S $10 

1887-S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.2,995 

1892 MS-63 (NGC).1,450 

1892-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.415 

1893 MS-60. Brilliant.335 

1894 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.475 

1894- 0 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant..425 

1895- 0 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. 415 

1895-S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. 915 

1897-0 EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.375 

1897- S AU-58 (NGC). 189 

1898- S AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.415 

1899 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.925 

1899 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.465 

1902-S MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,995 

1905- S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1906- D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.995 

1906-S MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 
Struck during the memorable earthquake year. For 

details concerning some interesting, perhaps harrowing, nu¬ 

mismatic experiences in San Francisco in 1906, buy your copy 

of the two-volume book set. The American Numismatic Associa¬ 

tion Centennial History, 1891-1991, of which only a few dozen 

sets remain (see our Books for Sale section). Once these are 

sold, you'll be on your own and will have to locate a set, if you 

can, in the out-of-print book market. 

1906-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.395 

1907 Liberty MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.895 

Gem 1926 $10 Gold 

1926 MS-65 (PCGS) Brilliant and lustrous. Readilv 

available in lower grades, the 1926 is quite elusive 

at the gem lev el.5,695 

1926 MS-64 (PCGS) Brilliant.2,075 

Gem 1932 S10 

1932 MS-65 (PCGS) Brilliant and beautiful. A high- 

grade example of the last readilv collectible $10 

gold coin, the 1933 being a great raritv.5,895 

Important New Gold Discovery 
byQDB 

On September 15,1998,1 noticed some¬ 

thing which, to my knowledge, has never 

been reported before: 

1866 and 1866-S $20 gold coins with the 

motto IN GOD WE / TRUST on the reverse 

exist in multiple die varieties made bv hand 

at the Mint by punching the letters into 

regular dies of the earlier type without 

motto. As a quick marker for handy identi¬ 

fication, varieties exist with the word IN 

slightly high in relation to the arc with the 

two other words in the same line (GOD 

WE), and with IN positioned properly. 

The scenario must have been that early in 

1866 multiple dies were on hand of the old 

type without motto. When IN GOD WE 

TRUST was adopted, it was deemed expedi¬ 

ent to make use of the older dies by hand- 

punching the appropriate letters. 

Soon thereafter, master dies were made in¬ 

corporating the motto, and later dies are all 

the same. However, for the year 1866 several 

variations have been observed. As time per¬ 

mits, we'll run a few photos to illustrate the 

differences observed and make additional 

comments. 

Instances of hand-punching the lettering 

on dies for circulation strikes of legal tender 

coins after 1860 are extremely rare, with the 

best known situation being that of the curi¬ 

ous dies used to strike 1900 Lafayette com¬ 

memorative silver dollars (all made from 

hand-made dies, with differences in the let¬ 

tering, etc.). Normally, working dies are 

made from master dies, and the only items 

added are the date and mintmark (if any). 
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United States Gold Coins for Sale 4 
$20 Gold Double Eagles 

The public fascination for $20 pieces continues in 

view of generally low prices for gold bullion, and 

these have been great sellers here at Bowers and Me- 

rena Galleries. More than just a few people are 

endeavoring to put together date runs of sequences of 

these pieces, often selecting grades such as MS-60 

through MS-64 as being an ideal meeting point be¬ 

tween high quality and low price. 

1861 AU-50. 695 

1870-S EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.615 

1872- S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 

1873 Open 3. AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant.575 

1873- S Closed 3. AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1873- S Closed 3. EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.575 

1874 EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.565 

1874- S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1874- S EF-45 (PCGS). Brilliant.579 

1875 AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.579 

1875- S AU-53 (NGC). Brilliant.615 

1875-S AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant.615 

1875- S EF-45 (NGC). Brilliant.565 

1876- S EF-45 (NGC). Brilliant.565 

1877 AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant.650 

1878 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.1,195 

1881-S AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant.635 

1894 MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1898-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 

1900 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,595 

1900 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.775 

1901 MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.1,695 

1904 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.775 

Slogan Race 
Who was first to use these slogans? 

"Good to the last drop.” 

This was first used in 1907 and still 

is used to promote Maxwell House 

Coffee. It also was first used in 1907 to 

sell Coca-Cola. But before that, in 1902, 

the slogan was used to advertise Penin¬ 

sular Paints of Detroit, and a close 

cousin “The Last Drop is as Good as the 

First,” was registered as a trademark 

for Baker's chocolate in the same year. 

“Reach for a Lucky instead of a sweet" 

was first used in 1931 to promote 

Lucky Strike cigarettes. But, before 

that, Lydia Pinkham in 1891 used 

“Reach for a vegetable instead of a sweet" 

to promote her 42 proof (21 percent al¬ 

cohol) vegetable compound! 

(Dr. Cecil Munsey in Bottles and 

Extras) 

Famous MCMVII High Relief $20 

MCMV1I (1907) High Relief. MS-62 (PCGS). A bril¬ 

liant, lustrous, and very pleasing specimen of 

this famous design, a numismatic and artistic fa¬ 

vorite.9,950 
A bit of history: Augustus Saint-Gaudens, America's 

pre-eminent sculptor, was a personal acquaintance of Presi¬ 

dent Theodore Roosevelt. One day, while at the Smithsonian 

Institution, Roosevelt saw a group of Greek coins and was 

impressed by their artistry and sculptured appearance. By 

comparison the current American coinage was very bland, he 

thought. His thinking continued on the subject, and soon he 

contacted Saint-Gaudens and asked him if he would redesign 

the entire American coinage, from the cent through the double 

eagle. 

In the early years, Saint-Gaudens had achieved inter¬ 

national renown for many of his medallic and sculptural 

works, including the figure of Diana atop Madison Square 

Garden (where his pal and fellow carouser Stanford White 

was shot by Harry Thaw in 1906), the Shaw Memorial in Boston, 

the Sherman Victory monument in New York City's Central 

Park, and other efforts. 

Earlier, Saint-Gaudens maintained studios in New 

York City, later moving to a hillside location overlooking the 

Connecticut River Valley in Cornish, New Hampshire, where 

he established a studio in a verdant setting near his home, 

"Aspet" in a community that attracted many artists (includ¬ 

ing Maxfield, Parrish and writer Winston Churchill). Today, 

the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site is maintained by 

the National Parks Service and is open to the public. 

Responding to his presidential command, Saint- 

Gaudens studied the earlier American coinage and expressed 

the opinion to Roosevelt that the finest design to that point was 

the flying eagle as used on the cents of 1856-1858. In time, the 

artist prepared sketches for several denominations, including 

the cent, $10, and $20. The reverse of the latter denomination 

used a modified version of the flying eagle that Saint-Gaudens 

admired from earlier times. 

For the double eagle, Saint-Gaudens used as a central 

motif the figure of Victory, said to have been modeled by his 

mistress, Davida Clark, which was used earlier on the Sherman 

Victory monument (which today, sporting a relatively new 

gilding, can be seen across from the Plaza Hotel, New York 

City). Early versions of the double eagle expressed the date in 

Roman numerals, MCMVII, and were done in very high relief, 

more like a medal than a coin. 

All the while, Saint-Gaudens maintained close contact 

with President Roosevelt. The Philadelphia Mint was not 

consulted. Charles E. Barber, chief engraver at the Philadel¬ 

phia Mint, became angry, for at that time the design of new 

coinage was the provenance of the Mint staff. Indeed, the coins 

then in circulation, ranging from the Indian cent to the Liberty 

Head $20, were all designed by past or present Mint employ¬ 

ees. When Barber learned of the high-relief format of the new 

double eagle, he immediately and rightly stated that such 

would not be compatible with high-speed production presses. 

Angered, President Roosevelt said that this design must be 

used anyway, even if only one double eagle per day could be 

struck! He called the interference with the Mint's coinage 

prerogative his "pet crime." To satisfy Roosevelt, 11,250 ex¬ 

amples of the MCMVII High Relief double eagle were struck, 

laboriously on a medal press, requiring three impressions per 

coin After that, Chief Engraver Barber prevailed, the design 

was severely modified, and later issues were produced with 

the date in Arabic numerals, such as 1907, and in shallow- 

relief. The modified Saint-Gaudens’ design was used through 

the end of the series in 1933. 

Another MCMVII High Relief $20 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant 

and lustrous. A beautiful specimen of this Ameri¬ 

can classic. Just purchased!.9,950 

Attractive MCMVII High Relief $20 

1907 High Relief. EF-40 (NGC). A really nice speci¬ 

men at this grade level.4,695 

"Inexpensive" MCMVII High Relief $20 

1907 High Relief. Wire Edge. F-15 (PCGS) A find for 

the budget-conscious buyer. Inexpensive, sort of. 

Not that it makes any difference, Fine-15 speci¬ 

mens are much harder to find than are Mint State 

coins; for this reason, only occasionally do we of¬ 

fer a worn piece for sale.3,150 

1908 No Motto. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1908-D Motto. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.675 

1908-D Motto. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant. 675 

1908- S AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant. 

1909/8 MS-60 (NGC). Brilliant.1,250 

1909- S MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant 675 

1910 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant . 

1910 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant 
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The Saint-Gaudens 

DOUBLE EAGLE CLUB 
Saint-Gaudens $20 gold double 

eagles are among the most admired of 

United States coin designs. In 1905, 

America's most-acclaimed sculptor, 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens, created mo¬ 

tifs for the $10 and $20, which were 

released by autumn 1907. 

We invite you to build a collection of 

affordable dates and mintmarks (priced 

at less than $1,000 each). This includes 

32 DIFFERENT VARIETIES which are 

listed in the box at left (tentative listing 

based upon today's market valuations). 

Each coin is a beautiful, lustrous Mint 

State example certified by PCGS or 

NGC. What a gorgeous, impressive col¬ 

lection this will make! 

HERE IS ALL YOU DO: 

Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles Priced at 

less than $1,000 in Mint State! 

1907 Arabic numerals 

1908 No Motto 

1908-D No Motto 

1908 With Motto 

1908- D With Motto 

1909 

1909- S 

1910 

1910- D 

1910-S 

1911 

1911-D 1920 

1911-S 1922 

1912 1922-S 

1913 1923 

1913-D 1923-D 

1914 1924 

1914-D 1925 

1914-6 1926 

1915 1927 

1915-S 1928 

1916-S 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE ON YOUR FIRST ORDER 

Order one, two, or more MS-63 

double eagles (dates of our choice) 

at our special introductory price of 

just $660 (list price $695 or more). 

Then, every month we will auto¬ 

matically send you another coin that 

you need. Your coins can be charged 

to your credit card, or sent for in¬ 

spection (upon credit approval), or 

you can pay with your personal 

check. 

SPECIAL SIGN-UP 
BONUS 

With your first order we will send 

you a copy of Q. David Bowers' 

Decide how much you'd like to spend a month on your 

collection. For just $500 (the minimum we recommend), we 

can complete your collection with pieces ranging in grade 

from MS-60 to MS-63 (higher grades available upon request). 

Month by month, your golden collection will grow before 

your eyes! There is no obligation to continue, and you can 

end your participation at any time, simply by letting us 

know and paying any balance due. Each coin comes with a 

30-day money-back guarantee of satisfaction. And each coin 

comes to you with a special 4% member's discount. 

Call Gail Watson or Janet Lavertue, credit card in hand, 

send us a fax with your credit card information, or mail us a 

note with your personal check. We'll take it from there. 

Above: Models prepared for the obverse of the Saint-Gaudens $20 gold piece. 

Right: Cast of Victory, used as a model for the figure on the double eagle. 

award-winning book, United States 

Gold Coins: An Illustrated History, illustrated with gems from 

the Eliasberg Collection. This deluxe hardbound volume, 

profusely illustrated including color plates, lists for $57.95, 

but is yours FREE. It is the standard reference on the series. 

In fact, when Secretarv of the Treasure James Baker wanted 

to learn about American gold coins, he consulted (and 

quoted from) this same book! This book is currently being 

reprinted and will be sent to you immediately upon comple¬ 

tion. 



United States Gold Coins for Sale 

1910 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1910-D MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1910- S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1911- D MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,595 

1911-S MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.770 

1911-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1912 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant.695 

1913 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.785 

1913- D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1914- D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1914-D AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1914- S MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1915 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.795 

1915 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.795 

1915- S MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,995 

Choice Mint State 1920 $20 

1920 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. A lustrous specimen of a 

date that is quite elusive at this choice level.. 3,395 

1920 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

Classic 1920-S $20 Rarity 

1920-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. One of 

the nicest specimens we have ever handled of this 

landmark rarity. 23,500 

A Happy Customer! 
"My latest purchase of Indian cents 

arrived today and I am pleased with 

the coins. They now have a happy 

home in my collection. The mail also 

brought my copy of American Numis¬ 

matics Before the Civil War, by Q. David 

Bowers. I've scanned it, and I know 

that many enjoyable hours of reading 

await me." 

In his 1982 study of auction appearances of various $20 

issues, David W. Akers commented concerning the 1920-S: 

"This is one of the premier dates in the Saint-Gaudens 

series. It is rare in any condition and very rare in full Mint State. 

As is typical with most rare dates, I have found the 1920-S to 

be generally overgraded by a full grade or more. The auction 

records below would seem to indicate that the 1920-S is 

usually found in Unc. but most of the ones I have seen were 

only EF or AU. Of the relatively few Uncs. that I have seen, 

only two were gems, the Eliasberg specimen and the MS-67 

coin pictured above that is in a prominent Dallas bank collec¬ 

tion. Overall, I rate the 1920-S as the seventh rarest date in the 

Saint-Gaudens series. Because of the existence of circulated 

examples, 1 don't feel that the 1920-S is as rare a date as the 

1931-D or 1930-S. However, it is considerably more rare than 

either of these two dates in full Mint State. Some cataloguers 

have estimated that only a dozen or less 1920-S double eagles 

exist. Such estimates are grossly inaccurate and I would place 

the number more in the range of 40-50. The 12 estimate is 

probably closer to the number of Uncs. in existence." 

Famous and Rare 1921 $20 

1921 MS-61 (NGC). Brilliant and lustrous. A splendid 

specimen that offers high rarity and a great amount 

of eye appeal. The 1921 is a landmark among Saint- 

Gaudens double eagles. Usually, this is one of the 

last pieces to be acquired in a set, simply because 

even the most well-moneyed buyers hold out the 

hope that they will find a gem, then settle on an AU 

or whatever else can be found. The total population 

of this date is very low, perhaps under 100 pieces. 

Even this estimate may be high. In 1982, David W. 

Akers suggested 40 to 50 pieces. Certification data 

are not particularly useful due to resubmissions. 

This Mint State example is truly a major find for us, 

a truly major opportunity for you. 43,500 

For the record: This specimen, certified by NGC 

(550886-001), has a die break on the reverse at the left, 

beginning below the eagle's beak, extending upward through 

the beak, into UN (UNITED). Another crack extends through 

the top of TW (TWENTY) and left side of E upward to the 

right through STAT (STATES). 

When seen (which is not often), the 1921 is found to be 

of average striking sharpness, a characteristic of all known 

authentic specimens. Not enough high-grade specimens exist 

to determine much about lustre or frost, except that the finish 

of some is more satiny (with somewhat of a "brushed" appear¬ 

ance), than deeply frosty. The present coin is more at the frosty 

end of the spectrum. 

A specimen in our King of Siam Sale (October 1987, Lot 

2186), was described thus: "Under magnification some inter¬ 

esting die breaks can be seen, including one running through 

top of LIBERTY and another at the bottom of the reverse, 

extending up toward the left through I of IN. Fields are deeply 

frosty and lustrous, a satiny appearance that is deeply frosty 

and reminiscent of a Matte Proof." 

The Polis Collection specimen (sold by us June 1991, 

Lot 1568), called AU-55, was further described: "A circular 

obverse die crack begins above the date and runs in a clock¬ 

wise motion to the Capitol building dome. A second die crack 

begins at the third obverse star to the left of Liberty, and runs 

from there through the Capitol building and several obverse 

stars until it reaches the rim at 9:00. A third die crack begins 

above the B in LIBERTY and extends through the ERTY and 

into Liberty's olive branch." 

The total population of this date is very low, perhaps 

under 100 pieces. Even this estimate may be high. In 1982, 

David W. Akers suggested 40 to 50 pieces. Certification data 

are not particularly useful due to resubmissions. 

The method of distribution of the 1921 double eagle is 

somewhat of a puzzlement. If several hundred thousand had 

been shipped to Europe in the 1920s, surely many would have 

surfaced on the market by now. Perhaps most were shipped to 

banks stateside and were paid out, thus accounting for wear 

on most known specimens. In 1933-1934, when double eagles 

and other high-denomination gold coins were called in by 

Uncle Sam, any specimens in bank reserves would have been 

redeemed and melted. Even so, this would not explain their 

rarity. Most likely, most of the mintage was held by the 

Treasury, never paid out, and went to the melting pot after 

1933. 

1922 MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.659 

1922 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.659 

1923 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1923 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.659 

1923-D MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.1,595 

1924 MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.1,395 

. - 
tt 07 It)! 

Handbook of 20th-Century 
United States Gold Coins 

by David Akers 

Much worthwhile information about Saint-Gaudens and 

Pratt $2.50, $5. $10, and $20 gold coins. 184 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Hardbound. Stock No. BAK-749. List price $19.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1924 MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.695 

1924 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. Going! Going! Almost 

gone! Some time ago we bought a little cache of 

choice, frosty specimens of this date. We guarantee 

that you will be pleased with the quality when one 

of these beauties arrives in your mailbox!.595 

1924 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant . 

Key 1924-D $20 

1924-D MS-61 (NGC). A brilliant and attractive speci¬ 

men of this very scarce mintmark issue. Most 

1924-D double eagles were melted after the Gold 

Act of 1933. 2,650 

Sleepless in Fort Worth 
The following is excerpted front a letter 

received from L.W.: 

"I have been a numismatist for 38 

years.... I attended the Fort Worth 

[Texas] Coin Club last night. Included 

in the club auction were three of your 

books, United States Copper Coins, An 

Action Guide for the Collector and Inves¬ 

tor; United States Three-Cent and Five- 

Cent Pieces, and A Buyer's Guide to Silver 

Dollars and Trade Dollars of the United 

States. I was the lucky buyer of all 

three.... 

“To keep a long letter short, the 

books are OUTSTANDING. Except for 

the six hours of sleep I got last night, 

I've been reading non-stop. Your work 

is some of the very best I've ever seen. 

"I'm going to get a list of everything 

you've written, so I can add each of 

them to my personal library. 

"I've always had a lot of respect for 

you, and some of the things recently 

(an example is your letter to Coin 

World) — have just increased this re¬ 

spect. I said it in my last letter, and I'll 

say it again —you may be one of the 

greatest things that has ever affected 

the hobby!" 

United States Gold Coins for Sale 

1924-D AU-58 (NGC). Brilliant. A lovely specimen of 

this rare issue.1,795 

1925 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1925 MS-62. Brilliant.659 

1925 MS-62 (P( GS) Brilliant 

1925-S $20 Rarity 

1925-S AU-58 (Nt iC). A brilliant specimen of this rar¬ 

ity among Saint-Gaudens $20 issues of this de¬ 

cade. Seldom seen in any grade.3,150 

1925-S IT-45 (NGC). Brilliant. 1,350 

1926 MS-65 (PCGS) A brilliant gem worthy of inclu¬ 

sion in a high-grade type set.1,395 

1926 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.595 

1926 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.569 

1926-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant. One of the main en¬ 

tries in the line-up of rare mintmarked issues 

among Saint-Gaudens double eagles of this era. A 

beautiful coin that offers a combination of rarity 

and eye appeal.2,195 

Superb Gem 1927 $20 

1927 MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.2,595 

1927 MS-65 (PCGS) Brilliant.1,395 

1927 MS-62 (PCGS) Brilliant.659 

192" MS-61 Brilliant. M9 

1936 Commemorative Tie-In 

Frank Van Valen of our staff recently furnished us with a black leatherette holder 

marked "Compliments of Horace M. Grant, Rhode Island District Secretary ANA, 109 

Empire Street, Providence, RI." Mounted in the holder were two brass tokens, measur¬ 

ing 31.8 mm each, referring to the Rhode Island Tercentenary (which was separately com¬ 

memorated on a half dollar) and, at the center. Grant's copy of the famous 1779 Rhode 

Island ship medal which measures 32.1 mm. The leatherette holder, measuring 61/:" x 3'/s", 

was identical in size to that used to distribute certain three-Mint commemorative sets in 

the same year including those issued for Cincinnati and Rhode Island. For the latter, Grant 

was the official distributor through his Providence business, called Grant's Hobby Shop. 

Grant engaged in a bit of flim flam in the process, the details of which are laid out in Dave 

Bowers' book, Commemorative Coins of the United States: A Complete Encyclopedia. Anyway, 

we hadn't seen the holder with the medals as shown above and thought it might be in¬ 

teresting to reproduce. 
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Question & Answer Forum 

by Q. David Bowers 

Q,, I would like to form a collection 

• of Carson City Morgan dollars. I 

have $500 per month to spend. Can you 

give me a recommendation 

as to what grades I 

should buy, espe¬ 

cially for the 1879- 

CC, 1889-CC, and 

1893-CC? Also, 

should I include the 

1900-0/CC? —J.A. 

A, I recomrftend that you seek hand- 

• picked quality MS-64 or MS-65 

pieces for 1878-CC, 1880-CC through 1885- 

CC, and 1890-CC through 1892-CC. 

For the 1879-CC an MS-63 should fill 

the bill. This will be no problem, as many 

pieces at the MS-63 level are very attrac¬ 

tive. 

The "stopper" will be the 1889-CC. I 

suggest dropping down to, say, VF or so, 

as to buy an MS-63 or finer coin will con¬ 

sume multiple years of your budget, and 

what fun could it be going so long without 

adding new items? If you later get an in¬ 

heritance or win the lottery, replace it with 

a higher grade piece. 

For the 1893-CC I suggest a coin be¬ 

tween MS-60 and MS-63, but, more impor¬ 

tant than the grading number, a coin with 

relatively few bagmarks. Among Morgan 

dollars there are two varieties that have 

more serious bagmarks than any of the 

others: 1893-CC and 1895-S. 

I I I I Qt What does the term "FDC" mean 

• in coin grading? I found this in a 

letter written in 1962 by Walter Breen. -E.A. 

A, This is a French term fleur de coin, 

* translating to "gem." It never had 

any official use among American numis¬ 

matists, but it furnished a nice addition to 

some of the things that Breen wrote and 

also, if memory serves, to occasional de¬ 

scriptions (mostly by John J. Ford, Jr.) in 

catalogues of the New Netherlands Coin 
Co. of about the same era. 

Q: Looking through some 

• of your books, I am im¬ 

pressed by the "old-style writing" 

in letters and invoices of the late 

1800s and early 1900s. It certainly 

seems people took more 

pride in their handwriting 

then. Any comments? 

The subject of handwrit¬ 

ing brought to mind some 

correspondence in the 1970s 

with Montana coin dealer 

John Love. While not exactly 

the "old style," it certainly 

was lovely to behold. What 

can you tell us about John 

Love and his contribution 

to numismatics? Wayne 

Miller refers to him as a friend and men¬ 

tor. Montana seems to have had lots of sil¬ 

ver dollars for a long time. I remember 

purchasing a 1927 Peace dollar from John 

Love advertised as "for the discriminating 

collector." This was before the day of nu¬ 

merical grading but I feel certain these 

would easily grade MS-65 and quite likely 

higher today.—W.C.P. 

A, John B. Love was and is a highly re- 

• spected rare coin dealer from Mon¬ 

tana, who has specialized in silver dollars 

We invite readers to submit questions 

concerning any aspect of American 

numismatics. All will be answered 

privately by Dave Bowers and out- 

staff, and selected questions will be 

used in this column. 

over the years and has been one of the 

leading players in the market for Morgan 

and Peace dollars. He was also somewhat 

of a humanitarian, and 1 recall reading a 

few years ago that he set up a homeless 

shelter or helped in some related way with 
needy people in his state. 

1 appreciate the copy of the letter to 
John Love, and as my handwriting is al¬ 

most illegible-I never did learn to hand- 

write properly-it is a pleasure to 

see how beautiful his 

script is. Certainly this is 

not common. And, your 

comment concerning the 

quality of his coins will un¬ 

doubtedly be appreciated by 
him. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 
A recent issue of Coin 

• World announces a 

new grading service, noting 

that, "like other major third 

party grading services, will use 

market grading as its standard..." 

Please explain market grading. To a 

layman it sounds like the grader looks at 

a coin and, instead of assigning a numeri¬ 

cal grade according to accepted standards, 

says, "this coin is worth about X dollars" 

and assigns a grade according to its "mar¬ 

ket worth." If this is so, doesn't this de¬ 

stroy the whole idea of coin grading? 

What do you think of the idea of "market 

grading?" Is it good or bad for the hobby? 

How prevalent is it? Does Bowers and 

Merena Galleries use it? —W.P.C. 

A. So far as I know the term market 

• grading has no official status. Your 

explanation seems to be about as fine as 

any. I am not aware that either the Ameri¬ 

can Numismatic Association Grading Stan¬ 

dards or Pliotograde acknowledge market 

grading nor am 1 aware of any particular 
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guide that has ever been put out on this 

subject. 

My own preference is to stick strictly 

to technical grading from a numerical 

viewpoint, and then modify it by use of 

adjectives if appropriate. Thus, if we were 

to acquire a hypothetical 1804 half cent in 

VF-30 grade, but with a porous surface, we 

would describe it as follows: “1804. Net F- 

12, but really VF-30, porous." We would 

not simply call it "F-12" and say nothing 

else, although this may be what you mean 

when you say market grade. Similarly, if we 

acquired another 1804 half cent in VF-30, 

but especially sharply struck and very 

beautiful, we might say something like: 

“1804 VF-30. Especially sharp and unusu¬ 

ally beautiful, nicer than some we have 

seen graded EF-40." 

I still believe it is a fiction that one 

single number can encompass all of the 

many variables of a coin including actual 

amount of wear or handling (for which a 

number is, indeed, useful), attractiveness 

or ugliness of toning (which a number 

does not reflect), sharpness of strike (also 

not reflected in a number), planchet quality 

(also not reflected in a number), etc. 

The subject is a deep one and could be 

expanded on at great length. However, in 

brief, my own feeling is that while num¬ 

bers are fine, in incidences of particularly 

scarce and rare coins it certainly is more 

instructive if additional adjectival informa¬ 

tion is given. And, for good measure, it is 

always nice to include some coin history as 

well, as space permits. 

■ Ill Q. In your answers to my question 

• in the April 13 issue of The Coin 

Collector, you referred to me as a "client." 

G. Gordon Liddy on CBS radio says only 

lawyers have clients, everyone else has 

customers. Have I caught you making a 

goof, or is Mr. Liddy wrong? Also, regard¬ 

ing that same column —the availability of 

early Proof Philadelphia Barber halves 

does not explain the higher cost of early 

San Francisco Barber halves in lower cir¬ 

culated grades. Perhaps many of these 

"S" Mint 50-cent pieces were melted. 

Further in the April 13 Coin Collec¬ 

tor, on page 14 under "A Parlor Trick," the 

word "numismatician" is used. In the 

Neiv York Times Toughest Crossword 

Puzzles, Volume One, in puzzle #97, the 

word "numismatologist" is the answer 

for the clue "coin collector." Are these 

real words, or did someone engage in a 

flight of fancy (perhaps to fill out a cross¬ 

word puzzle)? Please continue to try to 

find the coins on my want list. -J.E.D. 

A, I do not use Mr. Liddy as an ex- 

• ample of how to do or say things, 

so please forgive me if in the future I again 

refer to you as a client. To me, this is a nice 

term. 1 don't see why lawyers, rare coin 

dealers, and others cannot all have clients. 

Concerning circulated San Francisco 

Mint half dollars of the Barber design 

struck in the 1890s, it is probably the case 

that the number existing today is some¬ 

what proportional to their original mint¬ 

ages. An exception may be 1898-S ex¬ 

amples of which were shipped to the Phil¬ 

ippine Islands after the Spanish-American 

War of that year, and survived in larger 

numbers than would have been the case 

otherwise. 

The term numismatician is strange to 

my eyes and ears. However, in the mid-19th 

century such terms as numismatical and 

numismatologist w'ere commonly employed. 

■ I I I 

Q. Can you tell me anything about 

• the "cap" or "pole and cap" on 

the Liberty Cap half cent and cent? Did 

people walk around with caps on poles 

over their shoulders? Why? What is the 

symbolic significance, if any, here? I have 

looked in several reference sources and 

inquired of several dealers without suc¬ 

cess. Perhaps you could cite a couple of 

interesting references.—J.D.W. 

A, The Liberty Cap motif, sometimes 

• referred to as the Pileus, dates from 

Greek times, when a freed slave was given 

such a cap to denote his new status. Over a 

period of time, the Liberty Cap became 

well known as a symbol of freedom. Thus, 

perhaps it was natural that the Libertas 

Americana medal designed in Paris and 

produced just after the Revolution would 

show a stylistic representation of a woman, 

or goddess, with flowing hair, with a Lib¬ 

erty Cap and pole in the background. 

The cap and pole motif was later used 

in American coinage, beginning with the 

Liberty Cap large cent of 1793 and the half 

cent of the same date, and continuing in 

the half cent series through 1797 and the 

cent series through part of 1796. Whether 

or not people in ancient Greece or else¬ 

where ever put liberty caps on poles and 

paraded them around is not known. How¬ 

ever, in the colonial and 19th-century era 

in America —including right here in 

Wolfeboro, New Hampshire —it was com¬ 

mon for a town to have a "liberty pole." 

This consisted of a tall pole, the higher the 

better and usually much loftier than a 

typical flagpole, at the top of which 

would be mounted a flag or a cloth cap. 

Such a pole was used as a rallying point 

on patriotic occasions such as the Fourth 

of July. Some account of liberty poles is 

given in my book, American Numismatics 

Before the Civil War. 

In coinage, the Liberty Cap was some¬ 

times used alone—without the pole. Cer¬ 

tain Mexican coins of the early 19th cen¬ 

tury have a liberty cap with a glory of rays, 

a motif, that in essence, was copied on the 

1836 "First Steam Coinage" medal, the dies 

of which were cut by Christian Gobrecht, 

and his pattern gold dollar of the same 

year. Also, it is found on a popular though 

somewhat scarce variety of a Hard Times 

token. 

The Liberty Cap motif has faded from 

the American numismatic scene in recent 

times, although in 1976 our fine friend, 

Frank Gasparro, better known as chief en¬ 

graver of the United States Mint, created a 

lovely Liberty Head motif in the old 

style —with a cap and pole. There was talk 

of using this on the new metal dollar of 

1979, but "political correctness" reared its 

head, and Susan B. Anthony was chosen 

instead. 
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United States Commemorative Coins 

Commemorative 

Silver Coins 
We have always liked commemoratives, and con¬ 

sider them to be among the most fascinating of all 

American series, particularly the coins of the "classic" 

era 1892-1954. The fact that the market has been slow 

and quiet in recent times seems to us to signal an op¬ 

portunity. Suffice it to say, if you are building a choice 

set now it will cost you much less than it would have 

at the market peak in 1989. 

The Guide Book of United States Coins unhes¬ 

itatingly states that among American coins, few if any 

issues can match commemoratives for their historical 

significance. Beyond this aspect, the series is laden 

with low-mintages. Some issues in beautiful Mint 

State, with mintages of less than 10,000 pieces, can be 

purchased for under $100 per coin, sometimes well 

under—certain pieces from the Booker T. Washington 

and Washington-Carver series being prime examples. 

If commemoratives are your forte, you have come 

to the right place and, in our opinion at the right time. 

If you don't have anything special in mind, we sug¬ 

gest starting a basic type set which consists of 48 

different designs of half dollars plus the 1893 Isabella 

quarter and 1900 Lafayette dollar, for a grand total of 

50 coins. Our inventory offers the majority of the vari¬ 

ous issues for your selection. 

1893 Isabella quarter dollar. EF-45.215 

Notable 1900 Lafayette $1 

1900 Lafayette silver dollar. MS-64 (PCGS). Light 

golden toning.2,695 
Interestingly, Lafayette dollars were struck from hand- 

punched dies, resulting in several collectible die varieties, a 

highly unusual feature among federal coins of that era, all 

others of which were stereotyped except for the date logotype 

and mintmark punch. 

1900 Lafayette silver dollar. MS-63 (ANACS). Bril¬ 

liant.1,350 

1900 Lafayette silver dollar. AU-55. Brilliant.350 

Gem 1921 Alabama Half Dollar 

Plus Personal Letter 

1921 Alabama 2X2. MS-65. With letter and history. 

A splendid specimen, attractively toned, accom¬ 

panied by a long personal (not "form") letter from 

the Alabama Centennial Commission (the letter is 

intact but split at the folds) detailing the history of 

the coin, a find for the advanced collector of 

commemoratives and memorabilia.2,650 

1921 Alabama. 2X2. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. Sure to please.2,650 

1921 Alabama. MS-62. Brilliant.265 

1936 Albany. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1936 Albany. MS-62 (NGC). Brilliant.210 

1936 Albany. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.210 

1937 Antietam. MS-64 (PCGS). Light gold toning. 525 

Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia 
ofll.S. and Colonial Coins 

Here is one of the greatest books ever written in the field of numismatics. Com¬ 

prising 754 pages and containing countless photographs, it describes each and ev¬ 

ery American issue from the earliest days onward. Rarity, mintage figures, die char¬ 

acteristics, unusual varieties, and other characteris¬ 

tics and data are at your fingertips. This is virtually a 

numismatic library all in one book. As distributors to 

the trade we have sold many thousands of copies of 

this book. Here is an absolute “must” for every nu¬ 

mismatic library, beginning or advanced! 

Hardbound. Stock No. BBR-764. List price $ 125.00. 

Take advantage of purchasing this book 
while you can! It flies off our shelves! 

For your special discount see page 79. 

WALTER BREEN’S 
COMPLETE 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 
-OF- 
U.S. AND COLONIAL 

COINS 

With over A,(MM) illustrations 

The definitive numismatic reference lunik 
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1936 Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.350 

1936-D Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.350 

1936- S Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.350 

1937 Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.295 

1937- D Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.395 

1937-D Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.125 

1937- S Arkansas. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1938 Arkansas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.135 

1938 Arkansas. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant. 125 

1938- D Arkansas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.165 

1938-S Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.795 

1938- S Arkansas. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.135 

1939 Arkansas. MS-64. Brilliant.385 
Very low-mintage of just 2,104 pieces, with a distribu¬ 

tion of just 2,100 — one of the lowest production figures for any 
legal tender United States coin of the present century 

1939 Arkansas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.385 

1939 Arkansas. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.299 

1939- D Arkansas. MS-63 (NGC). Brilliant.325 

1939-S Arkansas. MS-65. Brilliant.1,095 

1939-S Arkansas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1936-S Bay Bridge. AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.95 

1935 Boone with small "1934." MS-64 (PCGS). Light 

golden surfaces.145 

1935 Boone with small "1934." MS-63 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.110 

1935 Boone. MS-64. Brilliant.115 

1935 Boone. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1935 Boone. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.105 

1936- S Boone. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.115 

1937 Boone. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.175 

1937- D Boone. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.525 

1937-D Boone. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.365 

1937-D Boone. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.325 

1937- S Boone. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.565 

1938 Boone. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.525 

1938- S Boone. MS-65. Brilliant. 525 

1938-S Boone. MS-64. Brilliant.425 

1938-S Boone. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.425 

1938-S Boone. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1936 Bridgeport. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.295 

1925-S California. MS-65 Brilliant.885 
The late B. Max Mehl, a numismatic showman if there 

ever was one, wrote a booklet on commemorative half dollars 

in 1937, giving his unvarnished views of the different issues, 

good, bad, and indifferent. He picked the 1925-S California as 

one of the most beautiful to his eye. And, indeed, a high-grade 

coin, such as this MS-65, is indeed beautiful - as you will see 

when it arrives in your mailbox. 

1925-S California. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.885 

1925-S California. MS-63. Brilliant.185 

1951 Carver-Washington. MS-63. Brilliant.32 

1951- S Carver-Washington. MS-63. Brilliant.39 

1952 Carver-Washington. MS-63. Brilliant. 16 

1952- D Carver-Washington. MS-65. Brilliant.235 

1954 Carver-Washington. MS-65. Brilliant.179 

1936 Cincinnati. MS-64 (PCGS). Lightly toned. .. 280 

1936 Cincinnati. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.265 

1936-D Cincinnati. MS-63. Brilliant.285 

1936-S Cincinnati. MS-63. Brilliant.289 

1936-S Cincinnati. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.289 

1936 Cleveland. MS-63. Brilliant.73 

1936 Cleveland. MS-60. Brilliant.65 

1936 Columbia. MS-64. Brilliant.195 

1936 Columbia. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1936-D Columbia. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.215 

1935 Connecticut. MS-65. Brilliant. This popular issue 

was widely distributed in its own time, and in 

later years the pieces became relatively scarce, as 

they are today, particularly in choice to gem Mint 

State.615 

1935 Connecticut. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.615 

1935 Connecticut. MS-64. Brilliant.255 

1936 Delaware MS-63 (|>CGS). Brilliant. 230 

1936 Delaware. MS-60. Brilliant.225 

1936Elgin.MS-64 Brilliant.205 

1936 Elgin. MS-64 (PCGS).Golden surfaces.205 

1936 Elgin. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-65. Brilliant. 575 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-65 (PCGS). Light golden sur¬ 

taxes .. . .575 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-64. Brilliant.329 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

1936 Gettysburg. MS-61. Brilliant.265 

Choice Grant With Star 50C 

1922 Grant. With Star. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant 

Among early commemorative half dollars this is 

the great classic (although much about it has 

been forgotten today). Very scarce in this high 

grade.2,595 

1922 Grant. Plain. MS-65 (PCGS). Attractive golden 

surfaces. Difficult to find in higher grades 825 

1935 Hudson. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant Only 10,008 

were minted.565 
Wags called this the "Gutt.ig half dollar' soon after it 

was issued in the 1930s, from the surname of the New York 

City dealer and stockbroker who was first on the scene and 

personally scooped up nearly the entire issue! 

1924 Huguenot. MS-65. Brilliant.519 

1924 Huguenot. MS-62. Brilliant.105 

1946 Iowa. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.155 

1946 Iowa. MS-65. Brilliant.115 

1925 Lexington. MS-65. Brilliant.675 

1925 Lexington. MS-63. Brilliant.109 

1925 Lexington. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.109 

1918 Lincoln-Illinois. MS-64. Brilliant.145 

1936 Long Island. MS-65. Brilliant.,.385 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-66 (NGC). Smooth satiny sur¬ 

faces.795 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-63. Brilliant.185 

1936 Lynchburg. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1920 Maine. MS-65 Brilliant. A lustrous gem.... 599 

1920 Maine. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.165 

1934 Mary land. MS-65. Brilliant.365 
Fairly scarce at the gem level as offered here. 

1934 Maryland. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.365 

1934 Maryland. MS65. Brilliant.365 

Gem 1921 Missouri Half Dollar 

1921 Missouri. 2*4. MS-65 (PCGS). Light rose ton¬ 

ing. A truly remarkable, indeed very special ex¬ 

ample of an issue which is scarce in all grades, but 

which emerges as a significant rarity in this el¬ 

egant preservation.5,895 

1921 Missouri. 2*4 AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.435 

1921 Missouri. Plain. MS-62 (PCGS). Nicely 

toned.575 

1921 Missouri. Plain. AU-55 (PCGS). Light golden 

toning.295 

Encyclopedia of U.S. Silver and Gold 
Commemorative Coins 1892-1989 

by Anthony Swiatek & Walter Breen 

An updated version of this well known and highly re¬ 

garded classic. 386 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BSW-742. List price $29.95. 

For your special discount price see page 79. 
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1923-S Monroe. MS-60. Brilliant.42 

1936 Norfolk. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.455 

1936 Norfolk. MS-65. Brilliant.435 

1936 Norfolk. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.410 

1936 Norfolk commemorative half dollar imprinted 

cardboard holder (five spaces) used to distribute 

the pieces; no coins. A nice exhibit item.109 

1926-S Oregon. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant.359 

1928 Oregon. MS-65. Brilliant.279 

1928 Oregon. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.279 

1928 Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.209 

1928 Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.209 

1933-D Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant.665 
Many of these were distributed at the Century of 

Progress exposition held in Chicago. 

1933-D Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.309 

1933-D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.309 

1933-D Oregon. MS-63. Brilliant.280 

1933- D Oregon. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.280 

1934- D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1934-D Oregon. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.175 

1936-S Oregon. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant.245 

1936-S Oregon. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.185 

1938 Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS). Light golden peripheral 

toning on obverse with deep golden toning on 

reverse..<.295 

1938 Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.225 

1938 Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.225 

1938-D Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.245 

1938-D Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

Again we are prompted to suggest that coins such as this 

offer a lot of coin for a very low price. Take advantage of the 

market, be a contrarian, buy when others are not buying! 

Actually, some of the greatest rewards of coin investment have 

gone to people with such thinking. However, it is well known 

that numismatic investors enjoy paying high prices when buying 

at the top of the market. When the market is low, investors are 

scarce. Of course, that in part is why prices are low! 

1938-S Oregon. MS-65. Brilliant.255 

1938-S Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.245 

1938- S Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.245 

1939- D Oregon. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1939-S Oregon. MS-66 (PCGS).845 

1939-S Oregon. MS-65. Brilliant.695 

1939-S Oregon. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant.695 

1939-S Oregon. MS-64. Brilliant.515 

1939-S Oregon. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.515 

1920 Pilgrim. MS-65. Brilliant.499 

1920 Pilgrim. MS-60. Brilliant.69 

1921 Pilgrim. MS-65. Brilliant.695 

1921 Pilgrim. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant centers with 

golden peripheral toning.695 

1936-D Rhode Island. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant 210 

1936-S Rhode Island. MS-65. Brilliant. Build a set. 225 

1936-S Rhode Island. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1937 Roanoke. MS-64. Brilliant.209 

1937 Roanoke. MS-64 (NGC). Brilliant.209 

1937 Roanoke. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.195 

1936 Robinson. MS-65. Brilliant.285 

1936 Robinson. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.89 

1936-D San Diego. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.85 

High-Grade 1926 Sesquicentennial 

1926 Sesquicentennial. MS-65 (NGC). Lustrous 

with light rainbow toning. A major rarity at this 

level of preservation, although quite plentiful in 

lower Mint State grades (such as MS-60 to MS- 

63).5,395 

MS-65 PCGS 1926 Sesquicentennial 

1926 Sesquicentennial. MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant. 5,395 

COMMEMORATIVE 
SILVER COINS 
Fascinating to Collect! 
Receive Two Free Gifts with Purchase! 

The Guide Book of United States Coins 

unhesitatingly states that among Ameri¬ 

can coins, few if any issues can match 

commemoratives for their historical sig¬ 

nificance. The series is laden with low 

mintages and the coins are priced to be 

great values in today's market. If you col¬ 

lect commemoratives, or if you are about 

to start, this special offer is just for you. 

Order any three commemorative 

coins with a total list price of $100 or 

more and get ABSOLUTELY FREE two 

special gifts with a total value of over $30!!! All 

you have to do is pick up the phone and call 

Gail or Janet to place your order and ask for 

your commemorative gifts. 

RECEIVE THESE FREE GIFTS: 
[/ An MS-63 1952 Carver-Washington 

commemorative half dollar. (Value $16.00) 

[/ A Basic Guide to United States Commemo¬ 

rative Coins by Michael Hodder and Q. David 

Bowers, a 165-page fact-filled action guide to 

the series. (Value $14.95) 

<'jLAXuc? 

Guide &ILS. 
memorative 

COINS 

Michael J. Hodder 
22# Q. David Bovvers 
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1925 Stone Mountain. MS-66 (NGC). Brilliant. . 525 

1925 Stone Mountain. MS-66 (PCGS).525 

1925 Stone Mountain. MS-65. Brilliant.210 

More on the 
New Quarter Designs 
We recently received the following letter 

from Robert F. Fritsch regarding ideas for our 

state's reverse design of the new Washington 

circulating commemorative quarter that we 

printed in our "This and That" column. 

"Dear Dave, 

"Thank you for your kind words in the 

September/October 1998 issue of the RCR 

(page. 38). My presence on the committee 

is by virtue of my position as president of 

the New Hampshire Numismatic Associa¬ 

tion, but I am not the only numismatist on 

the committee. David Sundman of 

Littleton Coin Company is also a member 

and has made an enormous contribution. 

"Of the items you mentioned in vour 

write up, it was specifically forbidden to 

use a head and shoulders portrait of any 

person (to avoid two 'heads/ I guess). So 

that prettv well eliminates Pierce, Webster, 

and Saint-Gaudens. The committee did 

recommend the Old Man in two different 

concepts. Well over 300 ideas were submit¬ 

ted to the committee and we made our 

choices in late September for the 

Governor's approval. Here is an excerpt 

from the press release: 

The design concepts selected are: two 

versions of the Old Man of the Mountains, 

with elements that include a soaring eagle, 

the state outline and nine stars that symbol¬ 

ize New Hampshire being the ninth state to 

ratify the Constitution; Robert Frost imag¬ 

ery, including birch trees, a stone wall and 

mountains; a covered bridge with birch 

trees and a stone wall; and a town hall to 

represent New Hampshire's strong and 

continued local government. 

"Please visit our web site at http:// 

www.state.nh.us/nhquarter/nhqtr.htm. 

We are in the process of updating the site 

to reflect what was chosen. We also have a 

coin gallery to show the broad sweep of 

numismatics through history. 

"Yours in numismatics," 

- Robert F. Fritsch 

United States Commemorative Coins for Sale 

1934 Texas. MS-65. Brilliant.155 

1934 Texas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.99 

1935 Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.125 

1935-D Texas. MS-65. Brilliant.155 

1936 Texas. MS-64. Brilliant.125 

1938 Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant.299 

1938 Texas. MS-63. Brilliant.275 

1938 Texas. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant.275 

1938-D Texas. MS-64 Brilliant.309 

1938-S Texas. MS-64. Brilliant.309 

1938-S Texas. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant with golden 

peripheral toning.309 

1925 Vancouver. MS-65 (PCGS). Beautiful amber ton¬ 

ing.1,175 

1927 Vermont. MS-62. Brilliant.175 

1927 Vermont. MS-60. Brilliant.169 

1950-S Booker T. Washington MS-66 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant.175 

1936 Wisconsin. VIS-64 (NGC) Brilliant.199 

1936 Wisconsin. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant. 199 

1936 Wisconsin. MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant. 189 

1936 York. MS-65. Brilliant.195 

1936 York. MS-64. Brilliant.179 

P'V^ork MS-64 (IVC iS) Brilliant. 179 

Commemorative 

Gold Coins 

1922 Grant gold dollar. No Star. MS-63 (PCGS). A 

splendid specimen. We guarantee you will be 

pleased with the quality!.1,495 

1903 Louisiana Purchase gold dollar. McKinley por¬ 

trait. MS-63 PC i 649 

1903 Louisiana Purchase gold dollar McKinley por¬ 

trait. AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant.  375 

1915-S Panama-Pacific gold dollar. MS-64 (PCI) Bril¬ 

liant.865 

1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-64 Brilliant.725 

1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-63 (PCGS).565 

1916 McKinley gold dollar. MS-62 (PCGS).485 

1917 McKinley gold dollar. MS-64 Brilliant... 1,350 

1926 Sesquicentennial quarter eagle. MS-64 Bril¬ 

liant.  765 

1926 Sesquicentennial quarter eagle. MS-62. Bril¬ 

liant.  435 

1926 Sesquicentennial quarter eagle. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Brilliant.510 

In The Works 

Mddemir l 
Z Tfymotid § 

TM- >^-4.A/ 

Shown here is the sculpture group at Mount Rushmore, in &f 

the Black Hills of South Dakota, during its can ing in the 1930s. 

George Washington seems to be well underway, Jefferson likewise, 

but there's nary a trace of Theodore Roosevelt, and Lincoln is just be¬ 

ginning to take shape. In 1991 the heroic group would be featured on E?ir? 

three different U.S. commemorative coins, the half dollar, dollar, and the 

$5 (shown here). Washington is the most numismatically depicted of all presidents, hav¬ 

ing appeared on many tokens, patterns, and legal tender coins, and while Lincoln and 

Jefferson have likewise been honored, the same cannot be said for Roosevelt who is vir¬ 

tually forgotten. Several time we have suggested that Theodore Roosevelt, certainly one 

of the top 10 favorite American presidents, might be a worthy subject for his own com¬ 

memorative coin, or even a legal tender coin. 
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An Invitation to Join Our 

COLLECTION 

•;*CM 

vV 

PORTFOLIO PROGRAM 

Gail Watson and Janet Lavertne will be your personal coin 
buyers, finding the coins you want in the grades you are 
looking for (and at a discount price as well). 

Janet Lavertue Gail Watson 

HERE'S HOW OUR 
COLLECTION PORTFOLIO PROGRAM WORKS: 
Each month (or other interval of your liking) a package of 

choice, rare, and interesting coins will arrive in your mailbox! 

Each coin will be carefully hand-picked for its eye appeal and 

quality, and priced to be a good value. We guarantee it! 

You pick the series you like best: Morgan silver dollars, 

United States gold coins, Indian cents, commemorative half 

dollars, Liberty Walking half dollars —you name it. You let 

us know the grades you prefer. If you want only PCGS 

coins, or NGC coins, or "raw" coins, let us know and we 

will comply. In any instance, we will review the coins 

(which can and do vary widely in quality), and pick only 

the pieces we would like to have for our collection. 

Gail Watson and Janet Lavertue will personally make 

each selection for you, keeping track of coins you already 

have. Current CPP members agree that personal service, 

quality of coins acquired, and flexibility are the greatest at¬ 

tributes of our Collection Portfolio Program. 

HERE IS WHAT YOU WILL RECEIVE EACH MONTH: 
Month by month, your collection will grow. You and your 

family will enjoy your coins and will be proud to own, study, 

and display them. 

And, here's an additional attraction for Collection Portfo¬ 

lio Program members: Each coin will be invoiced at a special 

4% discount from our regular list price! 

And, that's not all. In addition to quality coins and per¬ 

sonal service and attention, you'll receive our periodical pub¬ 

lications, the Rare Coin Review and The Coin Collector free of 

charge. And, every once in a while you'll receive special of¬ 

fers that are not publicly advertised. 

HERE IS HOW TO JOIN: 
Telephone Gail Watson or Janet Lavertue at 1-800-222- 

5993, credit card in hand. Let them know your collecting in¬ 

terests, the amount you would like to spend each month 

(minimum: $100), and the grades you would like. Your first 

shipment of beautiful coins will arrive in your mailbox be¬ 

fore you know it! 

Flexibility is our middle name. Feel free to change the 

grade you desire, your monthly payment, the series you col¬ 

lect, and you are under no obligation to continue the pro¬ 

gram. If you are like most of our clients, you'll be a "happy 

camper" for a long time. 

Coin collecting is a really great hobby. As a member of 

our Collection Portfolio Program you'll really have a great 

time! We look forward to having you with us. 
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Miscellany 

Territorial Gold Pattern Coins California Small 

Denomination Gold 

Round 25C 
Undated (circa 1853). Breen-Gillio-221. Liberty Head. 

MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant.285 

Undated (circa 1853). BG-224. Liberty Head. MS-63 

(PCGS). Brilliant..'..295 

Octagonal 25C 
1866 BG-708. Rarity-5. Liberty Head. EF-40.195 

1875 BG-798. Indian Head. MS-62 (PCGS).395 

Round Gold $1 

Rare 1872 Round Gold SI 

1872 BG-1207. Indian Head. Rarity-5. MS-62 (PCGS) 

A brilliant, prooflike, and very beautiful specimen 

of this issue. As a class, round-format gold dollars 

are all rarities.3,250 

Octagonal Gold $1 

1854 "Perched Eagle" $1 

1854 BG-504. Liberty Head. Eagle reverse as used on 

the $50 gold coins. MS-61 (PCGS). Brilliant and 

attractive. Ever popular motif and, of course, the 

scarcest of the three denominations.3,950 

1869 BG-1106. Liberty Head. AU-58 (PCGS).695 

1871 BG-1109. Liberty Head. Rarity-5. MS-64 

(PCGS). A brilliant and highly prooflike beauty. 

Very attractive!.1,695 

Rare 1849 Oregon "Beaver" $5 

1849 Oregon $5. kagin-1. Rarity-5. VF-25 (PCGS). 

A very nice specimen of this famous Oregon 

coin.24,500 

1858 Pattern Indian cent. Pollock-259, Judd-208. 

Proof-63. Obverse dated 1858, but of the same 

type adopted in 1859. Reverse with laurel 

wreath as adopted in 1859. Ever popular as an 

eye-catching conversation piece. Only a few 

hundred are known to exist; it is at least two or 

three times rarer than an equivalent 1856 Flying 

Eagle cent.1,495 

1859 Pattern Indian cent. P-272, J-228. Obverse of 

1859 (regular issue), reverse of 1860 (regular is¬ 

sue w ith oak w reath and shield). MS-64 (NGQ. 

A brilliant, lustrous specimen of this highly im¬ 

portant coin...1,695 

TOKENS FROM THE 
EMPIRE COIN COMPANY 

Circa I960, our predecessor 

firm, Empire Coin Company, Inc., 

commissioned Alphonse Kolb, 

well-known Rochester, NY, die- 

sinker, to create these tokens for 

us. The approximate size of a 

United States large cent of the 

1793-1857 years and struck in 

copper, each token depicts on 

the obverse the famous IMMUNIS 

COLUMBIA motif taken from 

the 1786-1787 copper coinage, 

"Columbia" being a representa¬ 

tion of America. The reverse 

depicts an eagle perched on a 

palm branch and is derived from 

the design used on the rare 1795 

U.S. $5 gold coin. Examples have 

an "antiqued" finish as made. 

Each $9.95 or 25 for $149.00. 
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Miscellany for Sale A- 

1869 Pattern nickel five-cent piece. J-684. Proof-53 

(NGC). Motif is the Liberty Head style used on the 

nickel three-cent piece beginning in 1865. 795 

Proof Set 
1983-S 1C, 5C, IOC no S, 25C, 50C. A gem set with the 

key S-less dime, the result of a die-making blun¬ 

der. The mintage of this error was not recorded, 

but it must have been very small.495 

Counterstamped Coins 
1807 Draped Bust half dollar counterstamped with 

R. Keen on the obverse. Fine.195 

1874 Liberty Seated quarter dollar counterstamped 

with SAGE'S CANDY COIN. VG. A somewhat 

mysterious issue; in 1874 the proprietor of Sage's 

Candy apparently featured silver quarters, half 

dollars, and trade dollars as a promotion of some 

type. No other dates or denominations are 

known, nor is the identity of Sage known (it is 

not our early numismatic dealer luminary, 

Augustus B. Sage).295 

Tokens, Medals, Etc. 
W. L. Hahn Co., Saint Louis. MO 910-D-A. VF-30. 

Copper token believed to have been issued dur¬ 

ing the Civil War era.975 

Atwood's Railroad Hotel, New York City. Low-201. 

Copper. Rarity-7. AU-58. Depicts Washington on 

horseback. One of the most famous of all 19th- 

century New York City store cards and transpor¬ 

tation tokens.1,795 

1820 North West Co. Token 

1820 North West Co. "beaver" token Brass. VF-30, 

holed (as usual, for use by Native Americans). A 

splendid and far-above-average specimen of one 

of the great classics among American token is¬ 

sues. Listed in the Guide Book and elsewhere. One 

of the nicest we have ever offered for sale. 4,195 

Don't Miss the Book Section! 

See our book section for some really 

terrific buys on interesting and valuable 

reference books. Our guarantee of satis¬ 

faction applies to our books as well! 

Erie Canal Medal in Silver 

1826 Erie Canal Medal. HK-1 in silver. MS-60 PL A 

beautiful example of this very early medal by 

Charles Cushing Wright, who went on to become 

the most acclaimed engraver of his time. Com¬ 

memorates the greatest public works project of its 

time, the Erie Canal, begun in 1817 and completed 

in 1835. 2,395 

1833 L-72. Rarity-6. Francis Brigham. Cheapside, 

New Bedford token. A lovely AU-50 specimen of 

this issue, perennially a favorite rarity.1,095 

1833 L-73. Francis Brigham. Cheapside, New Bedford 

token. VF-30. 325 
From our sale of the Garrett Collection, Lot 1155. 

1838 L 54. AM I NOT A WOMAN & A SISTER token. 

EF.185 

1861 Anti-jefferson Davis Medal. DeWitt C-1861-13. 

MS-60. "Death to Traitors.".395 

(Circa 1868) Baker-251. Washington Medal. Proof-65 

RD.325 

Stanley Cup Hockey Award 

1938 Stanley Cup Award Medal in gold. EF. 

Awarded to Carl Voss of the Chicago Black 

Hawks. A prime sports item, a find for the histo¬ 

rian and specialist.2,895 

Empire Coin Company token. Circa 1960, our prede¬ 

cessor firm, Empire Coin Company, Inc., commis¬ 

sioned Alphonse Kolb, well-known Rochester, 

NY, die-sinker, to create these tokens for us. The 

approximate size of a United States large cent of 

the 1793-1857 years, and struck in copper, each 

token depicts on the obverse the famous 

IMMUNIS COLUMBIA motif taken from the 

1786-1787 copper coinage, "Columbia" being a 

representation of "America." The reverse depicts 

an eagle perched on a palm branch and is derived 

from the design used on the rare 1795 U.S. $5 gold 

coin. Examples are with "antiqued" finish as 

made. Dave Bowers discovered a little box full of 

these when moving some "stuff," the remainder 

from 2,000 minted. Each $9.95, 25 for.149 

Hawaiian Coins 

Remarkable Quality 1883 Hawaiian Dime 

1883 Hawaiian. lOff. MS-65 (NGC). Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. Fairly scarce in all grades and quite rare in 

gem Mint State.2,995 

1883 Hawaiian. 104. AU-50 (PCGS). Brilliant.389 

1883 Hawaiian. 25C. MS-63 (ANACS). Lightly toned. 

Among silver denominations this is the issue typi¬ 

cally encountered.325 

Miscellany 
1942 "Experimental cent" related pieces: In 1942 

the United States Mint began searching for a 

suitable replacement for the copper cent. Being 

a strategic war material, copper was in high 

demand. Replacement material required vari¬ 

ous properties to simulate copper as closely as 

possible. Private companies were contacted to 

explore materials as diverse as plastic and glass. 

Special dies were prepared for use in the testing 

process. The firms involved provided sample 

planchets which were stuck with these dies. We 

were fortunate to acquire a small quantity of 

plastic "Planchets" or disks which were left 

over from one of the private companies in¬ 

volved. We have two different types of mate¬ 

rial: General-purpose phenolic resin is very 

dark brown and Urea-formaldehyde plastic is 

olive. Each weighs 10.30 grains and has six con¬ 

centric circles raised on each side. Order either 

type for.$59 each 

Currency 
Pels "rebus puzzle" note as featured in Rare Coin Re- 

view No. 125, this being the one we purchased. 

Crisp Uncirculated.375 

Paper Americana 
1882 Diary. Offered at $795, but reduced for quick 

clearance to just, net, $450, first order gets it! In¬ 

teresting 19th-century manuscript (not coin re¬ 

lated, but fascinating) by a doctor who studied 

and sailed. Manuscript diary, 1882-1885, kept bv 

Dr. Charles Washington Bray of Portland, 

Cumberland County, Maine. Bray (1850-1922) at¬ 

tended Brunswick Medical School and in 1874 

graduated from the medical department of Co- 
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Miscellany for Sale 4 
lumbia University. He was a member of numer¬ 

ous medical associations, practiced medicine for 

over 40 years, and was commodore of the Port¬ 

land Yacht Club for almost 20 years He lived and 

sailed "down east" all his life. This diary (140 pp.) 

mostly describes Bray's yachting adventures off 

the coast of Maine as a young medical doctor in 

the company of his good friends. Bray writes in a 

clear, precise, and often humorous style combined 

with the form of a sailing log. The entries are also 

interspersed with several pencil drawings of scen¬ 

ery and nautical interest. The reader can easily 

picture himself or herself in the company of this 

fun-loving Victorian yachting crew, sailing and 

camping off the coast of Maine. Doctors' diaries 

are very rare and to find one where the diarist is 

actually describing a fun activity, rarer yet. This 

tome also includes a 38-page chapter of lectures 

taken at Bowdoin Medical School in 1872, and 

about 8 pages of case notes from 1873-1880. Un¬ 

usual. Octavo, worn red 3/4 calf and marbled 

boards, 2" piece lacking from top of spine, con¬ 

tents fine, clean, and legible. Large ornate Port¬ 

land stationer's ticket on front pastedown, 

Approximately 185 pp. plus blanks.450 

Important bank notes from old bank note plates In 

the 1860s the Nashua Bank, Nashua N.H., com¬ 

missioned the New England Bank Note Com¬ 

pany, Boston, to engrave for it five handsome 

plates for issues of currency $1, $2, S3, $5, and S10 

denominations, the most popular values of the 

era. Because of circumstances not recorded, these 

particular notes were never issued, or, if some 

were, none are known to exist today. Fast forward 

to over a century later, when these long-hidden 

steel bank note plates, apparently never used, 

surfaced and were acquired by Bowers and Mer- 

ena Galleries. Today the original plates form a 

nice exhibit in our office. Before retiring them to 

the exhibit we had some sets made on high-qual¬ 

ity, wide margin paper, each note uniface (as 

originally intended) and printed separately. To 

the best of our knowledge these notes were never 

issued in original form, so it is not proper to call 

these" reprints " Rather, these apparently are now 

issued for the first time. Whatever, they certainly 

constitute a verv attractive and collectible set. 

$29.95 per set or 10 sets for.179.95 

c.1907 Coin postcards of different countries housed in 

a bound book. 24 pages with a card on both sides. 

Individual cards have sold for over $100 each. A 

find; the first set or album we've seen.895 

Ideal for framing; American Airlines colorful oval 

luggage tag (the kind that used to be pasted onto 

steamer trunks and suitcases,) mid-1930s, depict¬ 

ing an early propeller plane and the ill-fated Zep¬ 

pelin Hindenburg. American Airlines, Inc. offered 

exclusive connecting service to the Hindenburg, 

apparently for only a very short time.99 

New Purchases! 
This issue is filled with hundreds of 

new purchases from our nationwide 

buying trips. You get first pick of them 

right here! 

Just telephone 1-800-222-5993 and 

our Direct Sales Department will take 

care of your order today. Be sure to ask 

about our Order It Today, Enjoy It To¬ 

morrow overnight service! 

Good Thoughts 
The following editorial by David Harper appeared recently in Numismatic News; 

Price is no measurement 
of collecting joy 

Forbes magazine has made an annual 

franchise out of researching the wealthy 

people of America to compile a list of the 

400 richest Americans. The magazine or its 

supplement, ASAP, do variations on that 

theme. 

A recent issue of ASAP listed the 100 

richest people in high technology. One 

item caught our attention in the brief biog¬ 

raphies that accompanied the names. It 

said that a Microsoft executive named 

Nathan Myhrvold collects old super¬ 

computers. 

Is this the first example of how collect¬ 

ible hobbies will change in the digital age, 

or is it a testimonial to the age-old and 

undefinable urge to collect? We think it is 

the latter. 

Collecting provides satisfaction. That's 

why we collect coins. If the hobby were 

not satisfying, we would not be partici¬ 

pants in it. 

It is easy to get caught up with the buy¬ 

ing, selling, and trading of collectible items. 

It is easy to watch prices rise or fall. It is 

even easy to get wrapped up in profits or 

losses and forget about the intangible qual¬ 

ity that makes us collect in the first place. 

The Microsoft executive has a fortune 

pegged at nearly $400 million. That kind 

of money allows for the satisfaction of vir¬ 

tually any human desire. Isn't it interest¬ 

ing that the desire to collect something as 

off the beaten path as the supercomputer 

is selected as a goal? 

While we don't share an interest in old 

supercomputers, we certainly do share an 

interest in collecting. 

For many collectors who grew up in 

the hobby in the circulation-finds era, this 

writer included, the equivalent of the 

supercomputer was the Lincoln cent, and 

the cream of the crop was the 1909-S 

V.D.B. It was the ultimate goal. If you got 

one in change, it was like hitting 70 home 

runs in a single baseball season. If you had 

to buy it, the hundreds of dollars that it 

cost represented an incredible commit¬ 

ment to the hobby, a commitment that 

usually caused noncollecting family mem¬ 

bers to shake their heads. "You bought 

what?" After the shock, perhaps came the 

patronizing, "That's nice." The thought 

behind it was someday the school of hard 

knocks would provide the education 

against doing something so foolish again. 

We know collecting isn't foolish. It is 

the opposite. It shows a depth of thought, 

creativity and motivation that goes be¬ 

yond average. It enriches life in ways that 

noncollectors will never know. 

It may seem almost juvenile to cite an 

early fascination with Lincoln cents, but it 

isn't. Those of us who were committed to 

them can still recite the mintages in our 

sleep, but more importantly, collecting 

Lincoln cents taught us the hobby. It cre¬ 

ated the yardstick that we still use to mea¬ 

sure our satisfaction with everything else. 

Any coin collector who has $400 mil¬ 

lion can buy anything he wants: a 1913 

Liberty Head nickel, or an entire pedi¬ 

greed collection. But it is that original 

yearning for the 1909-S V.D.B. that is at the 

root. Does this rich collector feel now the 

same about the 1913 Liberty nickel as the 

key Lincoln then? 

It doesn't matter what you collect or 

the size of your checkbook. If you experi¬ 

ence that basic yearning to acquire that 

next coin, you have all the riches the 

hobby can provide. 
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. GREAT GIFT IDEAS 
' FROM BOWERS AND MERENA * 

Bausch & Lomb Pocket 
Magnifying Glasses 

Stock No. BL-9X: Combination of 

two lenses in durable plastic case; two 

lenses fold into case, which serves as 

handle. Yields 4X to 9X power. Wide 

field of vision permits easy inspection of 

coins for grading, enjoyment, etc. Our 

favorite all-purpose glass. $23.(not pic¬ 

tured) 

Stock No. BL-7X: 

Hastings triplet lens 

system, highly cor¬ 

rected optical glass, 

swings into chrome- 

plated case which 

serves as handle. 7X 

power. Somewhat 

limited field of vision; 

excellent for detail work (overdates, die 

varieties, repunched letters, etc.). $44. 

Stock No. BL-5X: Inexpensive 

"Packette" 5X magnifier of molded opti¬ 

cal plastic. Folds into plastic case. A good 

pocket glass with good field of vision. 

Priced inexpensively; if you lose it, you 

can easily buy another. $9. 

Bowers & Merena 
Belt Clip 

Have you ever lost your magnifying 

glass or keys? This little metal-cased 

"reel" consists of a plastic-coated woven 

wire, two feet long, which attaches to a 

belt loop or pocket edge. At the end of 

the wire is a key ring which retracts into 

the reel as soon as you let go. Useful for 

keys, magnifying glass, or anything else 

that fits on a key ring. Decorated with 

the Bowers and Merena "griffin" logo¬ 

type and inscription. Only $10. 

// 

Certified Coin Estate" Display Album Cases 
This great "top of the line" product 

consist of a finely crafted wooden case 

which opens like a book — accented 

with brass hinges and an engravable 

brass nameplate. Within are three re¬ 

movable leatherette trays. Each tray is 

die-cut with nine openings suitable for 

displaying your choice of PCGS, NGC, 

PCI, and/or ANACS plastic holders. 

Thus, the album will showcase in a de¬ 

luxe manner a total of 27 coins. 

For example, four of these cases, 

with a total capacity of 108 coins, 

would do justice to the finest collec¬ 

tion of Morgan silver dollars 1878- 

1921 ever formed. 

HERE IS HOW TO ORDER: 
CCE-001: Deluxe wooden book-style 

album with three trays (specify choice of 

trays; mix or match: green for PCGS only; 

blue for NGC and/or PCI only; black 

"universal" holder for various types of 

"slabs" mixed in the same tray). $144. 

CCE-020: Display tray only, green 

background. Suitable for PCGS only. 

Holds nine certified coins. $19.95. 

CCE-021: Display tray only, blue back¬ 

ground. Suitable for NGC and/or PCI 

only. Holds nine certified coins. $19.95. 

CCE-022: Display tray only, black 

background. "Universal" tvpe suitable for 

mixing and matching in the same tray 

your choice of PCGS, NGC, PCI, or old- 

style ANACS "slabs." Our most versatile 

tray. Holds nine certified coins. $22.95. 

CCE-030: Clear acrylic dust cover suit¬ 

able for any of the above travs; useful if 

the trays are not stored in an album. $9.95. 



The Bowers and Merena 

MORGAN DOLLAR * 
SOCIETY 

We invite you to join what 

we intend to be the most 

popular, most benefit-laden, 

most interactive club in nu¬ 

mismatics—the Bowers and 

Merena Morgan Dollar Society! 

HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 

Morgan dollars, first 

minted in 1878 and last 

coined in 1921, were for many 

years the largest silver coins 

of the American realm. Struck 

at five different mints and of¬ 

ten in large quantities, at one 

time these "cartwheels" were 

familiar sights in saloons, ca¬ 

sinos, and elsewhere across 

the land. 

While many were released 

into circulation, others were 

held in reserve by the Trea¬ 

sury Department as backing 

for its Silver Certificate paper 

money notes. Years later, in 

fact until the supply ran out 

in March 1964, these were 

paid out at face value. Today, 

Morgan dollars are widely dispersed and are appreci¬ 

ated by numismatists who enjoy their beauty, history, 

and, a remarkable bonus shared bv few other earlv se- 

ries, their availability in choice and gem Mint State for 

very reasonable prices. 

HERE'S HOW TO 
BECOME A MEMBER 

1. ) Decide on vour monthlv 
’ J J 

budget, the grade level you 

wish to collect, and whether 

you prefer certified coins or 

non-certified coins. 

2. ) Choose your payment 

preference — personal check 

or credit card authorization. 

3. ) Call Gail Watson or 

Janet Lavertue at 1-800-222- 

5993 and we will take it from 

there! 

You will be on vour way to 

acquiring a magnificent collec¬ 

tion of sparkling Morgan dol¬ 

lars—a collection vou will en- 

jov sharing with vour farmh¬ 

and friends. Such a set, if com¬ 

pleted, will eventuallv include 

one of each Morgan dollar 

date and mintmark from the 

first year of issue, 1878, to the 

last, 1921, plus some interest¬ 

ing varieties for a total of 98 

varieties in all! What an impres¬ 

sive set this will make! 

We want to make it easy and convenient for you to 

form a beautiful and meaningful collection of quality 

Morgan dollars. Call today and you will be on your 

way! 

YOUR BENEFITS 
AS A MEMBER 

Buying from one of the world's most estab¬ 

lished and most respected rare coin firms —a com¬ 

pany with unsurpassed financial and professional 

credentials. 

af Premium Quality, hand-selected coins 

cherrypicked to your specifications and backed by 

our money-back guarantee of satisfaction. In addi¬ 

tion, each coin will be graded by PCGS, NGC, or 

another grading service of your choice or, if you 

prefer, uncertified to place in an album. 

ar First choice of coins we acquire from old- 

time collections, estates, our coast-to-coast buying 

trips, and all new purchases that cross our thresh¬ 

old! 

\S A 4"•> discount on every coin you purchase! 

That will add up to additional savings for you! 

A 30% discount on albums and holders in 

which to store and display your collection. 

aA 20°.. discount on all books we offer. 

H A FREE subscription to the Rare Coin Rei’ieio 

and The Coin Collector for as long as you are a mem¬ 

ber! 

IW A FREE bonus book, A Biii/er’s Guide to Silver 

Dollars ami Trade Dollars of the United States. Other 

bonus publications will be coming vour way from 

time to time. 

A personal checklist for you to keep an inven¬ 

tory of your collection. 

[/ Our latest Morgan dollar listing sent to vou 

via email or fax once a week (upon your request). 

an ooa as? »ra>t lo <5cS) £* temrY iu Sr.&sjss , 



Me Advantage of Our 

WANT LIST SERVICE 
Let us find for you the coins you want, in 

the grades you want, and at the prices that 

will be a good value for you. 

We invite you to send us your list of the 

important, hard-to-find coins you are seeking 

in the price range of $250 up to any higher 

amount. Just use a separate sheet of paper to 

list the coins you need, and send it to us. We 

will immediately begin searching for the 

coins you specify! 

Bowers and Merena will be your eyes and 

ears on every convention bourse floor, in our 

office when old-time collections come 

through our doors, and over the telephone to 

collectors all over the country. 

dealers and 

WE OFFER YOU THESE ADVANTAGES: 
Since our founding in 1953, the Bowers 

and Merena organization has been one of 

the most reputable, longest-established, 

and financially secure coin companies. 

Our prices are excellent values for the 

quality you receive. Our coins are chosen 

specifically for their aesthetic appeal in 

combination with their technical grades. 

PLUS, each is priced to be a good value for 

you. Each and every purchase you make 

comes with our guarantee of satisfaction. 

We at Bowers and Merena truly enjoy 

providing the best in personal service. Each of our clients be¬ 

comes an important member of our "family" of coin buyers. 

For information, 
call toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 
Or write: 

Bowers and Merena 
Galleries 

Attn: Want List 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

NASHUA BANK NOTE SET 
History That Never Happened 

but is happening now 

In the 1860s the Nashua Bank, in Nashua, NH, 

commisioned the New England Bank Note Company, 

Boston, to engrave for it five handsome plates for issues 

of currency $1, $2, $3, $5, and $10 denominations —the 

most popular of the era. 

Because of circumstances not recorded, these particu¬ 

lar notes were never issued. Fast forward to over a cen¬ 

tury later, when these long-hidden steel bank note 

plates, apparently never used, surfaced and were ac¬ 

quired by Bowers and Merena Galleries. Today the origi¬ 

nal plates form a nice exhibit in the reception area of our 

office. 

Before retiring them to the exhibit we had some sets 

made on high-quality wide-margin paper, each note 

uniface (as originally intended) and printed separately. 

To the best of our knowledge these notes were never is¬ 

sued in original form, so it is not proper to call these "re¬ 

prints." Rather, these apparently are issued for the first 

time! They certainly constitute a very attractive and collect¬ 

ible set. These notes have been very popular with our cli¬ 

ents and we again offer this set at a very special price. 
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DID YOU RECEIVE 
ALL OF THESE IN 1998? 

Here's your opportunity to guarantee 
their delivery in 1999! 

All of these award-winning publications would have 

been delivered to your door if you had been a Bowers and 

Merena subscriber in 1998. Whether you are just begin¬ 

ning your numismatic interest or whether you have been 

a collector for many years, being on the Bovvers and Mer¬ 

ena mailing list is an absolute must. 

As you know, educated buying is the key to success in 

today's world of numismatics. There is no finer way to 

learn about coins than by being a subscriber to the 

nation's finest numismatic publications, the award-win¬ 

ning, information filled publications offered by Bowers 

and Merena. Coming your wav in 1999 are many out¬ 

standing values, major collections, special offerings, dis¬ 

count flyers, and more. 

WE OFFER YOU THE FOLLOWING: 

{/ (Our next six superbly 

J" j||( illustrated "Grand Format" 

m ( Afiixn auction catalogues featuring 

If some of the most important 

rarities to cross the block as 

well as group lots and other 

highly affordable items —fol¬ 

lowed by the cor¬ 

responding prices 

realized for each 

sale (a key to market values). (Cover price $20 

per catalogue). 

d (Our next six Rare Coin Revieiv issues each 

containing an enticing, carefully selected array 

of U.S. coins and other numismatic material 

priced for sale (in all series from half cents to 

$20 gold, from colonials to commemoratives), as well as 

informative articles, the popular and widely-quoted 

Question and Answer Forum, price and market commen¬ 

taries, and a large offering of numismatic books at confi¬ 

dential discount prices. (Cover price $10 per issue). 

\sf (Over 15 copies of our illustrated newspaper. The 

Coin Collector, crammed 

with special values, 

best buys, and new' 

purchases, together 

with lots of interesting 

reading material! (Cov¬ 

er price $3 each). 

Purchased separately, 

these total over $200 

and, in fact, cost us over 

$200 to produce! 

However, you don't have to pay $200 (although our 

catalogues are certainly worth this and more). 

For just $95 you will receive 
everything listed above - 

one of the best buys 
in all of numisma tics. 

Simply call Mary Tocci in our 

Publications Department at 
1-800-222-5993 to place your 

subscription order today! 



Numismatic Books for Sale 
Books for the Holidays! 
Priceless and timeless gifts! 

AT SPECIAL 
BOWERS AND MERENA DISCOUNTS! 

Of course, you don't have to buy these 
for gifts to others. Treat yourself to a lot of 

enjoyment, useful knowledge, and interest¬ 
ing information! 

Books are the key to the enjoyment of 
your collection. And, they provide you with 

valuable collecting tips, insights, and mar¬ 
ket information allowing you to add to your 

numismatic cabinet wisely. 
Bowers and Merena is the place for you to 

buy your books as we offer you significant 

discounts and a money back guarantee of 
satisfaction — two "perks" that add up to a lot 
of value and pleasure. 

Discounts for All! 

As a Bowers and Merena client, you au¬ 
tomatically get a 10% discount from the list 

price. However, if you order $100 or more 
list price worth of books, you get a 20% dis¬ 
count. This is our way of helping you build 
a nice numismatic library. 

Old Favorites 

No library can be complete without a 

copy of Walter Breen's Com¬ 
plete Encyclopedia of U.S. and 

Colonial Coins. This old favor¬ 

ite is a numismatic must — 
our staff copies are dog-eared 

from constant use as this vol¬ 
ume provides a wealth of information, hun¬ 

dreds of photographs, and over 754 pages of 

coin lore! Every once in a while this book 

goes out of print, but right now it is in print. 
If you have a friend who is a coin collector, 

this will be the gift of gifts! List price $125. 
For the non-collecting friends on your gift 

list, here is a sure winner—a book now in its 
second printing, a book that has been enthusi¬ 

astically acclaimed and awarded. We're think¬ 

ing of Dave Bowers' American Coin Treasures 
and Hoards. Stories of coins hidden in walls, 
discovered in bank vaults, brought up from 

the deep blue sea — they are 
all here! Even if your friends 
do not know a trime from a 
trade dollar, a denarium from 
a double eagle, they will en¬ 
joy this book! And, if you 

don't already have one (it's hard to think of 
any serious collector without a copy!), then 
order one for yourself. List price $59.95. 

Going, Going, Almost Gone! 
"That's all," she wrote! 

Once gone, that's it! 

Soon to become an old favorite and out of 
print is our recently released American Numis¬ 

matics Before the Civil War 1760-1860: Empha¬ 
sizing the story of Augustus B. Sage (nick¬ 
named here in our offices as 
the "Sage" book). Fewer than 

100 copies are still available 

as we go to press and they 
are selling quickly. This book 

will not be reprinted. A word to 

the wise is sufficient. Once they're gone, 

that's it. No more. Finis. List price $89.95. 

New Additions 

In just a week or so, we are expecting 
our first shipment of Scott Travers' Top 88 

Coins Over $100; 44-Coin Hot Eist • 44-Coin 
Blacklist, with a foreword by our own Q. 
David Bowers and photographs provided 
by Doug Plasencia of our staff. Scott 
Travers, a well-known New York City coin 

dealer draws a road map detailing both the 
hits and the misses —the coins that, in his 
opinion, represent good value at current 
market levels and those that, in his opinion, 
should be avoided. See the inside back 
cover for complete details. List price $11.95. 

Real George! Coming down the pike, and 

expected here early in 1999, is the great new 
edition of Russ Rulau and George Fuld's book, 
Medallic Portraits ofWashington. Of course, 1999 
is also the 200th anniversary of Washington's 
passing, and we expect that there will be 
more numismatic focus upon him than ever 
before. Rarity ratings, prices, and more. See 
page 42 of this issue for more information. 

We are delighted to offer for sale a superb 
suite of three books, first-ever reprint of the 
periodicals of E. Locke Mason, important, 

eccentric, and peripatetic rare coin dealer of 
Philadelphia and Boston in the 19th century. 

This complete set incorporates Mason's Nu¬ 
mismatic Visitor, Mason's Coin Collector's Her¬ 
ald, and Mason's Coin Collector's Magazine, 
1867-1891. Offered as a three-volume set 
bound in cloth, the first book "Volume I-1II" 
is 384 6x9" pages and contains an actual pho¬ 
tographic print of "Mason's Gallery" pasted 
in place as did Mason in the original edition. 
The second book "Volume IV-VI" is 504 6x9" 
pages, and the third book "Volume VII-XIV" 
is 448 8V2 xll pages and contains an index to 
all three volumes. We like this set so much 
that we've purchased two sets for our own li¬ 
brary. Great reading for the numismatic nos¬ 
talgia buff! List price $240. 

ORDERING WILL BE A 
PLEASURE LOR YOU! 

For fastest service, have your credit card 
handy and call toll-free 1-800-222-5993 ext. 31 
and ask for me, Mary Tocci. Or, fax or mail 
your order to my attention. If you order by 
credit card, just list the stock numbers you 

want, and I'll figure your best discount. What 
could be more ideal? Before vou know it, 
some great books will be on their wav to vou! 

Happy Reading! 

tLU~fr 

Mary Tocci 
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umismatic Books for Sale 

Hardbound. 
Stock No. 

BAD-724. 
List $125.00 

United States 
Numismatic 
Literature 
Vol. II: 20th-Century 
Auction Catalogues 
By John W. Adams 

An impressive reference 

books. The author has stud¬ 

ied sales held by major U.S. 

auction firms of the 1900-1950 

era. 418 pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BAK-749. 
List S19.95. 

Handbook of 20th- 
Century United 
States Gold Coins 
B y David Akers 

Much worthwhile informa¬ 

tion about Saint-Gaudens 

and Pratt $2.50, $5, $10, and 

$20 gold coins. 184 pages. 

Illustrated. 

LIBERTY SEATED 

HALF DIMES 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BBL-105. 

List $29.95. 

Complete Guide to 
Liberty Seated 
Half Dimes 
By Al Blythe 

Everything the interested 

collector needs to know 

about half dimes. 168 pages, 

illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-404. 

List $59.95. 

American Coin 
Treasures and 
Hoards 
by Q. David Boivers 
(introduction by Kenneth Bressett). 

Twenty-two profusely illus¬ 

trated chaptersare filled with 

stories of treasures hidden, 

lost, found, and some wait¬ 

ing to be found. 456 pages, 

profusely illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 
BAN-710. 

List $159.00. 

The ANA 
Centennial History 
by Q. David Bowers 

A two-volume book on the 

history' of the American Nu¬ 

mismatic Association from 

1891 to date. 1,768 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-405. 

List $89.95 

Ilyins aiwt 
Indian Cent* 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-U1. 

List $45.00 

Softbound. 
Stock No. 

BBM-402. 
List $19.95 

Softbound. Stock 
No. BBM-350 

List $12.95. 

Hardbound. Stock 
No. BBM-351. 

List $19.95 

I ullr«llN«t ( uint 

Softbound. 
Stock No. 

BBM-401. 

List $29.95. 

American Numis¬ 
matics Before the 
Civil War, 1760-1860 
By Q. David Boivers 

This fabulous book, empha¬ 

sizing the story of Augustus 

B. Sage, early coin dealer and 

founding member of the ANS 

will give you an "lam there" 

feeling for the early days of 

American numismatics. 432 

pages, illustrated. 

A Buyer's and 
Enthusiast's Guide to 
Flying Eagle and 
Indian Cents 
By Q. David Bowers 

Meet each and every Fly¬ 

ing Eagle and Indian cent 

through the pages of this fas¬ 

cinating book which, if you 

read it, will make you an ex¬ 

pert. 541 pages, illustrated. 

A Buyer's Guide to 
Silver Dollars and 
Trade Dollars of the 
United States 
By Q. David Boivers 

Second Edition. A treasure 

trove of information on these 

popular series. Updated in¬ 

formation with 1997 prices 

for every date and mintmark. 

304 pages, illustrated 

Buyer's Guide to 
United States 
Gold Coins 
By Q. David Boivers 
(Jbreu'ord by David Aker*) 

Describes each type of 

United States gold coin from 

1795 onward. A highly use¬ 

ful book for the gold enthu¬ 

siast. 122 pages, illustrated. 

Collecting Coins 
and Making Money 
A Peek at the 
19th Century 
New introduction by Q. Dai'id Berners 

In this delightful book we 

have reprinted some of our 

favorite articles printed in the 

19th century. A lot of fun, 

informative reading. 192 

pages, illustrated. 

Commemorative 
Coins of the 
United States 

A 'UMMTt LSOUHMM 

h vj DpW 

Softbound. 
Stock No. BBM-308. 

I ist $39.95 

Hardbound. Stock 
No. BBM-308A. 

List $49.95 

Commemorative Coins 
of the U.S.: A Com¬ 
plete Encyclopedia 
By Q. David Boivers 

A one-of-a-kind resource. 

Multiple pages on every clas¬ 

sic commemorative coin and 

previously unpublished infor¬ 

mation about rarity, market 

analyses, etc.! 768 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 
BBM-801 

List $89.95 

C'o\tV\\i( >\ 

SnasMAoiiy •»i'll rst, 
COMPANION 

Encyclopedia of 
Automatic Musical 
Instruments 
By Q. Daind Bowers 

First printed in 1972, this 

book has become the stan¬ 

dard reference on old-time 

automatic music makers. If 

you like music or nostalgia, 

you'll love this book. 1,008 

pages, illustrated. 

Numismatist's 
"Companion" Books 

Each book in the "Com¬ 

panion" series is edited by 

QDB and contains interest¬ 

ing articles by various au¬ 

thors. Delightful and infor¬ 

mative reading. Softbound, 

5-1/2 by 8-1/2 inches. 

Numismatist's 
Bedside Companion 
Stock No. BBM-200. List $1195. 

Numismatist's 
Countryside 
Companion 
Stock No. BBM-207. List $1195. 

Numismatist's 
Downtown 
Companion 
Stock No. BBM-208. List $1195. 

Numismatist's 
Lakeside Companion 
Stock No. BBM-201 List S1195. 

Numismatist's 
Topside Companion 

■ Stock No. BBM-209. List $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Traveling Companion 
Stock No. BBM-210. List $12.95. 

Numismatist's 
Weekend Companion 
Stock No. BBM-206. List $12.95. 
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Numismatic Books for Sale 

United States 
Three-Cent and five-Cait 

Pleat 

The History of 

United States 

Coinage 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-130. 

List $59.95. 

U.S. Coins by Design 
Types: An Action Guide 
for the Collector and 
Investor 
By Q. David Bowers 

Valuablefor the type collec¬ 

tor. 248 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBM-307. 

List $9.95 

U.S. Copper Coins: An 
Action Guide for the 
Collector and Investor 
By Q. David Bowers 

All U.S. coppers are de¬ 
scribed in detail. 176 pages, il¬ 
lustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBM-302. 

List $9.95 

U.S. 3<t and 5<t Pieces: An 
Action Guide for the 
Collector and Investor 
By Q. David Bowers 

An inside view of these se¬ 
ries. 168 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. Stock No. BBM-303. 

List $9.95 

The History of 
U.S. Coinage 
By Q. David Bowers 

Covers all American series 

from colonials to territorial 

gold, half cents to $20 gold. 

Equivalent to a university 

course in coins, and, probably, 

would cost $5,000 or more if 

such a course were available! 

572 pages, illustrated. 

Bowers and 
1 MU 1 <lc~ , 2 

1 Tatrfum llu II* (J Merena's Little 
A Curious | 

thievery at the $ 
Philadelphia | 

Mint 5 

Editions 
A series of monographs on 

■ jj 

.. j 
a variety of coin-related top¬ 
ics, from famous figures to 

studies on popular series to 
investigative reports. 

A Curious Thievery at 

the Philadelphia Mint 

by A.L. Drummond 

Stock No. BLE-501. List $5.95. 

A Review of the Com¬ 

memorative Coin Market 

by Q. David Bowers 

Stock No. BLE-502. List $5.95. 

The Curious Case of the 

Coin Collectors Kline 

by Dr. Joel ]. Orosz, NIG 

Stock No. BLE-503. List $5.95. 

Woodward's Sale of the 

John F. McCoy Collection 

by Q. David Bowers 

Stock No. BLE-504. List $5.95. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-422. 

List $49.95 

Waterford Water Cure 
By Q. David Bowers 

A somewhat arcane, but 
fascinating inquiry into 

counterstamped coins of the 

mid 1800s. We'll make this 

daring guarantee: if you buy 

this book and don't enjoy it, 
let Dave know within 30 

days, a refund will be sent, 

and you can keep the book 

free! 224 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BCA-600 

List $50.00 

The Copper Coins 
of Vermont 
By Tony Carlotto 

Published by the Colonial 

Coin Collectors Club this 

book is packed with illus¬ 

trations and fascinating tid¬ 

bits including information 

about rarity, known grades, 

etc. 218 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BAN-711. 

List $65 

The American 
Numismatic Asso¬ 
ciation Anthology 
Edited by Carl WI.A. 

Carlson & Michael Hodder 

A companion to the two- 

volume ANA History. Re¬ 

search articles, mostly of a 

specialized nature, by some 

of the hobby's leading fig¬ 

ures. 372 pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BCL-700. 

List $24.95 

Standing Liberty 
Quarters 
By J.H. Cline 

A comprehensive guide to 

this popular series by an ac¬ 

knowledged expert (whose 

reference collection, by the 

way, we had the honor of 

showcasing at auction a few 

years ago). 175 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Louis E. Kliasberg 
❖ 

King of Coins 

0\ (j Ihn ttf Hwrrn 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-146A." 

List $62.50 

Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 
King of Coins 
By Q. David Bowers 

A wonderful book chroni¬ 

cling the life of this magnifi¬ 

cent collector and his equally 

fascinating collection which, 

when sold, realized $44 mil¬ 

lion! 176 pages, illustrated. 

Second printing. 

WALTER BREEN S 
coMPtxne 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBR-764. 

List: $125.00 

Walter Breen's 
Complete Encyclo¬ 
pedia of U.S. and 
Colonial Coins 

The master source, the 

fountainhead of information 

gather over a long period of 

years by one of America's 

most highly acclaimed nu¬ 

mismatic researchers. 754 

pages, illustrated. 

GbjnWbrldf 

United Sr*t» 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BCW-700. 

List $22.00 

The Smart Collector 
By the Editors of Coin World 

A handy commentary. 
General information is given 

concerning each design, fol¬ 

lowed by "What Will It 

Cost?" (a commentary on the 

cost of forming a collection 

of the specialty) and "Fast 

Facts" (basic information). 

254 pages, illustrated. 

VIKCli BRAND. 
The Man and His Era 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-140. 

List $29.00 

Virgil Brand: The 
Man and His Era, 
Profile of a 
Numismatist 
By Q. David Bowers 

This award-winning vol¬ 

ume details the almost unbe¬ 

lievable life of Virgil Brand 

who assembled the largest 

coin collection of all time. 248 

pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BBR-765. 

List $29.95 

Walter Breen's 
Encyclopedia of 
U.S. and Colonial 
Proof Coins 

Revised edition. Details 

Proof coin manufacture, char¬ 

acteristics of various styles of 

Proofs, etc. Year-by-year 

analysis. Detailed discussions 

of Proof sets and much, much 

more. 338 pages, illustrated. 

Take advantage of our 
special discounts on these 

great books 
If your book order totals up to $100 in list 

prices, take a 10% discount off the entire 
amount. If your order totals over $100, take a 
20% discount. (Discounts do not apply to mer¬ 
chandise already offered at special prices.) 
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iNumismatic Books for Sale 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BCR-271. 

List $45.00 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

B DO-500. 

List $34.45 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. 

BFI-115. 

List $10.00 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. 

BFI-114. 

List $19.95 

Early Coins 
of America 
By Sylvester S. Crosby 

One of the greatest Ameri¬ 
can numismatic books, this 
volume appeared in 1875 and 
has never been superseded. 
Standard reference on colo¬ 
nial, state, and early Ameri¬ 
can coins. 378 pages, illus¬ 
trated. Durst reprint. 

America's Money 
America's Story 
By Richard Doty 

Experience the fascinating 
evolution of America's mon¬ 
etary system from one of the 
most respected numismatic 
scholars in the world. Named 
Book of the Year at the 1998 
ANA Convention. 244 pages, 
illustrated. 

Bill Fivaz's Counter¬ 
feit Detection Guide 
By Bill Fivaz 

A handy pocket-sized ref¬ 
erence, designed to enable 
you to recognize genuine 
pieces, with the potential to 
save (or make) you money 
when purchasing. 52 pages, 
illustrated. 

Cherrypickers' 
Pocket Guide, 
Top 150 
By Bill Fivaz and 

J.T. Stanton 

The 150 most interesting 
varieties described in a 
handy, spiral bound volume 
that will fit in a coat pocket. 
220 pages, illustrated. 

Take advantage of our 
special discounts on 

these great books 
If your book order totals up to $100 in list 

prices, take a 10% discount off the entire 

amount. If your order totals over $100, take a 

20% discount. (Discounts do not apply to mer¬ 

chandise already offered at special prices.) 

Spiral bound. 

Slock No. BFE- 

300. List $24.95 

Leatherette. 

Stock No. 

BFE-301. 

List $24.95 

Guide'»U.S. 
Commemordllve 
COINS 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-309. 

List $14.95 

Norweb 
Collection 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BBM-145. 

List $29.95 

Cofflitoofalins 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

B LA-851. 

List $29.95 

LINCOLN 

CENTS 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BLA-107. 

List $43.95 

The Top 100 Morgan 
Dollar Varieties: 
The VAM Keys 
By Michael S. Fey, Ph.D 

and Jeff Oxman 

A synopsis of the top 100 
most popular Morgan dollar 
varieties. Excellent for those 
who wish to "cherrypick" 
their collection for valuable 
die varieties. 137 pages, illus¬ 
trated. 

Basic Guide to 
United States 
Commemorative 
Coins 
By Michael Hodder and 

Q. Dtti'id Bowers 

A fact-filled action guide to 
commemorative coins. 165 
pages, illustrated. 

The Norweb 
Collection: An 
American Legacy 
By Michael J. Hodder & Q. 

David Boivers 

The story of the Norweb 
Collection, and its formation 
over several generations. 288 
pages, illustrated. 

Investing, Collecting 
& Trading in 
Certified 
Commemoratives 
By Harry Laibstain 

A guide to market avail¬ 
ability of various issues in 
various grades. 

Complete Guide to 
Lincoln Cents 
By David Lange 

Everything you need to 
know about this series. 392 
pages, illustrated. Highlv ac¬ 
claimed and with enough in¬ 
formation for two books! 

Spiralbound. 

Stock No. 

HI I 440. 

List $24.95 

Longacre's Two- 
Cent Piece: 1864 
Attribution Guide 
By Frank Leone 

Every idiosyncracy of the 
two-cent piece has been 
studied by this well-known 
author. Offers hours of en¬ 
joyment attributing your 
collection. 248 pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

B.MT-100. 

List $19.95 

Rare Coin Review 
1969-1994: An Anno¬ 
tated Index of the 
First 100 Issues 
By Ken Lowe 

A collector's guide to the 
title subject. (Thanks, Ken, 
for writing this!) 93 pages. 

Hardbound—3 Vols. 

Stock No. 

BMA-bOO. 

List $240.00 

Mason's Stamp & 
Coin Collector's 
Magazine 

First ever reprint of the 
periodicals of E. Locke Ma¬ 
son, rare coin dealer of Phila¬ 
delphia and Boston in the 
19th century. Great reading 
for the numismatic buff. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BGO-300. 

List $44.00 

The Gobrecht Journal, 
Collective Vol.4 
Edited by 

Dr. John W. McCloskey 

A collection of articles from 
recent years from the journal 
of the Liberty Seated Collec¬ 
tors Club. Full of research 
information, market data, 
collecting insights and more. 
600 pages, illustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BNE-798. 

List $50.00 

United States 
Copper Cents 
1816-1857 

By Howard R. Newcomb 

The standard reference 
book on die varieties of cop¬ 
per cents of the period. 312 
pages, illustrated with line 
cuts. 
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Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BNE-500. 

List $75.00 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BOV-100. 

List $59.95 

The Early Paper 
Money of America 
By Eric P. Neuman 

The source for early Ameri¬ 

can paper money collectors 

including comprehensive in¬ 

formation on every issue. 480 

pages, illustrated. 

Photogradc 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BRU-414. 

List $10.95 

Early Half Dollar 
Die Varieties 
1794-1836 
By Al C. Overton 
Edited by Don Parsley 

The standard reference on 

the series, a "must-have" 

book. Photographs of die va¬ 

rieties include new discov¬ 

ery pieces enlarged two di¬ 

ameters. 710 pages. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BSH-100. 

List $50.00 

Photograde 
By James F. Ruddy 

Designated an official 

grading guide by the ANA. 

224 pages, illustrated. Tid¬ 

bit: Did you know that at 

one time this was the most- 

requested book in the De¬ 

troit Public Library system? 

It is true! Now in its 18th 

edition, 224 pages. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BTA-404. 

List $19.95. 

Penny Whimsy 
By William S. Sheldon 

A reprint from Lorraine 

Durst of this classic text, the 

first in the American series 

to combine detailed numis¬ 

matic die descriptions with 

history, collecting informa¬ 

tion, opinions, all in all a de¬ 

lightful mixture. 340 pages, 

illustrated. 

| 

Wife 

Coin lure 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BTE-800. 

List $22.00. 

Standard Guide to 
the Lincoln Cent 
By Dr. Sol Taylor 

Packed with new, up¬ 

dated information on ev¬ 

ery coin in the series. Over 

300 pages, illustrated. 

Coin Lore 
By Gerald Tehbens 

Collected essays by this 

popular Coin Lore colum¬ 

nist. Easy, informative 

reading on about as many 

various subjects as there 

are chapters in the book: 

42. 224 pages. 

' 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BPO-100. 

List $79.00 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BRA-511. 

List $12.95 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BRU-725. 

List $47.95 

U.S. Patterns and 
Related Issues 
By Andrew W. Pollock III 
Foreword by Q. David Bowers 

Standard work on the se¬ 

ries, with much information, 

price data, etc., not available 

in any other volume. Award 

winner. A must for every ad¬ 

vanced library. 524 pages, il¬ 

lustrated. 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. 

BSO-752. 

List $60.00 

United States 
Clad Coinage 
By Ginger Rapsus 

This interesting study dis¬ 

cusses the end of silver coin¬ 

age, the composition of the 

new clad coins, and gives 

mintage figures for all issues 

and dates. 174 pages, illus¬ 

trated. 

Spiral bound. 

Stock No. 

BSU-300. 

List $32.00 

Standard Catalog of 
U.S. Tokens 1700-1900 
By Russell Rulau 

Contains thousands of list¬ 

ings and photographs, rarity 

ratings, and just about ev¬ 

erything else you need to 

know to buy, sell, collect, en¬ 

joy, and appreciate United 

States tokens. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BSW-742. 

List $29.95 

Bust Half Fever 
1807-1836 
By Edgar E. Souders 

A highly interesting book 

covering all die varieties, the 

background of the series, 

grading collecting, etc. 330 

pages. 
Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BTO-100. 

List $19.95 

U.S. Error Note 
Encyclopedia 
By Stephen M. Sullivan 

This new book illustrates 

many different types of cur¬ 

rency errors. A great guide 

for answering frequently 

asked questions about cur¬ 

rency errors and giving a 

view of market values. 431 

pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BRH-200. 

List $29.95 

The Complete 
Guide to Franklin 
Half Dollars 
By Richard Tomaska 

The first book devoted 

solely to the Franklin half 

dollar series. Includes date- 

by-date analysis, plus grad¬ 

ing information, rarity esti¬ 

mates, and more. 240 pages, 

illustrated. 

Official Guide to 
Coin Grading and 
Counterfeit Detection 
Edited by Scott A. Travers 
Introduction by Q. David Bou’ers 

Explains and illustrates 

the standards for grading 

Mint State coins, plus in¬ 

formation on counterfeits, 

forgery, cleaning, and 

more. 324 pages, illustrated 

Encyclopedia of U.S. 

Silver & Gold 
Commemorative 

Coins 1892-1989 
By Anthony Swiatek & 
Walter Breen 

An updated version of this 

well-known and highly re¬ 

garded classic. 386 pages, il¬ 

lustrated. 

Take advantage of our 
special discounts on 

these great books 
If your book order totals up to $100 in list 

prices, take a 10% discount off the entire 

amount. If your order totals over $100, take a 

20% discount. (Discounts do not apply to mer¬ 

chandise already offered at special prices.) 
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Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BVA-710. 

List $79.95 

Comprehensive 
Catalogue and 
Encyclopedia of 
Morgan and 
Peace Dollars 
By Leroy C. Van Allen & 

A. George Mall is 

A brand new edition of this 

popular book. 534 pages, il¬ 

lustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BWI-818. 

List $25.00 

Gold Coins of the 
Dahlonega Mint 
By Douglas Winter 

Focuses on gold coins 

struckat the Dahlonega Mint, 

including availability and 

commentary related to strik¬ 

ing and die characteristics. 

250 pages, illustrated. 

N..CW.M™ New Orleans Mint 
GJiCiu 

MU%I90>> Gold Coins 
By Douglas Winter 

Focuses on gold coins struck 

at the New Orleans Mint. 200 

GO pages, illustrated. 

Softbound. 

Stock No. BWI-814. 

List $19.95 

Hardbound. 

Stock No. BWI-815. 

List $31.95 

JOhAys hahhAis uuch 

JOtt* ann.ll 

by Stow ad 

Softbound. 

Stock No. 

BWI-900 

List $12.95 

John Reich 
a numismatic biography 

By Stewart Witham 

An illustrated biography 

which makes John Reich, de¬ 

signer of the 1807 Capped 

Bust coinage, come alive. 48 

pages, illustrated. 

Video. 

Stock No. 

BVI-110 

List $29.95 

The Medal Maker 
Master Sculptor Laura 

Gardin Fraser 

A rare 16-minute 1929 vin¬ 

tage film (now in video) 

showing Laura Gardin Fraser 

preparing the model for 

America's most prestigious 

sculpture award. 

Books for Sale 
Terms of Sale 

1. Any item can be reserved by telephone Monday 
through Friday 8:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Call our Direct 

Sales Department-TOLL-FREE-at 800-222-5993. 
New 1 lampshire residents use our regular line 603- 
569-5095. 

2. An order blank has been provided for your conve¬ 
nience. Enclose your remittance, use our Collector's 
Account, or use MasterCard, Visa, or American Ex¬ 
press (send all information in raised print on your 
card including the issuing bank, and be sure to sign 

your order). Please list alternate choices, if possible 
(these will only be used if your first choice has been 
sold earlier). 

If you are ordering for a type set, just put "same 
type" for your second choice. We will then send a 

coin of the same design type and of equal or higher 
grade and value if your first choice has been sold 

Please add $5 postage and handling for all orders 

under $500. Orders will be sent msured,either through 
our private carrier or the United States Post Office. 

3. Items may be sent on open account if credit has been 

previously established. Interest will be charged on 

unpaid accounts at the rate of 1.5% per month (18% per 
annum) after 30 days. Layaways an1 available. (Call 
for further details.) 

4. "ORDER IT TODAY, ENJOY IT TOMORROW:" 
Call our Direct Sales Dept, before 1 p.m. Eastern 

time. Charge your order to Visa, Mastercard, or 
American Express; or if you have established credit, 
ask for the coins on approval. We will need your 
street address (not box address) for Federal Express 

delivery. This service is FREE (on request) for or¬ 
ders of $500 or more; just $10 for orders under $500. 
Ask about our rates for express book shipping. 

5. GUARANTEE: Any item not satisfactory for any 
reason, including grading, may be returned within 

30 days of receipt (coins certified by AN ACS, PCGS, 
NGC, etc. have a return privilege of seven [7] davs). 
Exceptions: Bullion coins, dealer-to-dealer transac¬ 
tions, convention sales, or coins for which the price 

is negotiated, for which sales are final. Coins sent in 
sealed holders issued by grading services must be 
returned untampered with and in the same sealed 

holders for the guarantee to be effective. 

Grading is a subjective description that repre¬ 
sents the opinion of the cataloguer as to the state of 
preservation of a particular item. All such terms, 

including adjectival and numerical descriptions of 

coins and paper money, are the opinion of the cata¬ 
loguer and are not an attribution. No warranty, 

whether expressed or implied, is made with respect 
to such adjectival or numerical descriptions which 
can and do vary among experts. Further, the inter¬ 
pretation of various published standards has changed 
over a period of time. However, it has been our 

experience (dating to 1953) that our conservative 
grading and reasonable prices have pleased count¬ 
less thousands of discriminating numismatists. In 
the process we have built what is probably the most 
successful rare coin dealership in the world today. Q. 
David Bowers is a minor stockholder in the Profes¬ 
sional Coin Grading Service (PCGS) 

All items are guaranteed authentic (any coin 
proved to be otherwise will be accepted for a re¬ 

fund of the money paid, or a replacement, at our 
option, without further liability). 

6. Bowers and Merena Galleries and/or staff mem¬ 
bers are members of the Professional Numismatists 
Guild, American Numismatic Association (life mem¬ 
bers), the American Numismatic Society, and other 
leading numismatic organizations. 

Q. David Bowers served as president of the 
Professional Numismatists Guild 1977-1979 and 
president of the American Numismatic Associa¬ 

tion 1983-1985. Ray Merena was president of the 
PNG, 1995-1997. Other staff members have like¬ 
wise been active in the numismatic hobby and 

profession for many years. 

7. All coins are kept in bank vaults. We maintain no 

over-the-counter facilities. We do attend certain 
conventions and are pleased to meet our clients in 

person there. We are as close as your telephone or 
mailbox and invite your inquiries on any numis¬ 
matic subject of interest to you. 

8. As the future is unknown, no guarantee, implicit 
or expressed, is made concerning the investment 

performance, quality, or merchantability of any coin, 
or its price in the future Market prices are deter¬ 
mined by supply and demand Moreover, grading 
interpretations may change over a period of time. It 
is possible for prices to go down as well as up. 

9. All transactions are deemed to take place in New 

Hampshire as the place of venue, under Carroll 
Count)- and New Hampshire State laws. 

10. This catalogue supersedes all previous prices 
and special offers. While we have made an effort to 
avoid typographical errors, we cannot be respon¬ 
sible for errors which may occur. 

The B&M Staff 
• Chairman of the Board & Editor, Rare Coin 
Revieiv—Q. David Bowers 

• President - Ravmond N. Merena 

• Direct Sales Dept.-Mark Borckardt, Senior 
Numismatist; Gail Watson, Numismatic Associate; 
Janet Lavertue, Chris Karstedt, Marketing Director. 

• Auction Dept.—Q. David Bowers, Director; John 
Pack, Manager; Jennifer Nicolay. Numismatists: 

Mark Borckardt, Q. David Bowers, Frank Van Valen, 
Ravmond N. Merena, John Pack, Beth O. Piper, 
and others. 

• Research Dept.-Mark Borckardt, Q. David 

Bowers, Ravmond N. Merena. 

• Graphics Dept. - Jennifer Meers, Robin Edgerlv, 
Roberta French, Doug Plasencia, Manager, 
Photography Departmen t. 

• Administration-John Babalis, Operations 
Manager; Cynthia LaCarbonara, Donna A. Badeau, 
Rosalie Minnerly, Debbie McDonald, Guy Hughes, 
Denise D'Eri. 

• Publications Dept.-John Babalis, Mary Tocci. 

• Financial Department-Donald H. Snyder, 
C.P.A., Controller; Laurel A. Morrill, Natalie Smith. 

• Network/IS Administrator—Thomas Trumble. 
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Two winners on the cover: An 1804 Draped Bust 
silver dollar (left) which sold at public auction for 
$1,815,000 and a 1913 Liberty Head nickel which 
sold at public auction for $1,485,000. Both coins 
were sold by Auctions by Bowers and Merena on 
behalf of the heirs of Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., a Balti¬ 
more banker who formed the only complete date- 
and-mint collection of all U.S. coins. 

HERE IS WHAT "THEY" SAID 
ABOUT THIS NEW BOOK: 

"Scott Travers' Top 88 Coins Over $100 is 

potentially enriching, educational, and 
enlightening. It provides market-oriented 

information against a rich backdrop of the 
history and lore of coins. Top 88 is far 

more than just an investment book —it's a 
landmark work that opens the world of 
coinage to the reader!" 

— R.W. Julian, numismatic researcher and 

scholar 

"Read this book closely and you'll get 
a new perspective on what really counts 

when you buy and sell coins. Follow the 
recommendations embodied in these 

pages and you'll be well on the way to be¬ 

ing a winner yourself!" 
—from the introduction by Ed Reiter, former 

numismatics columnist, The New York Times 

SCOTT TRAVERS' 
TOP 88 COINS 

OVER $100 
44-Coin Hot List * 44-Coin Blacklist 

Foreword by Q. David Bowers 

Buying and selling rare coins can be a hit-or-miss proposition — 

unless you get expert directions. This book, by well-known New 

York City coin dealer Scott A. Travers, with a foreword by our own 

Q. David Bowers, is a perfect guide. 

In The Top 88, Travers draws a road map detailing both the hits 

and the misses — the coins that, in his opinion, represent good value 

at current market levels and those, in his opinion, you should steer 

clear of. He identifies 44 winners and 44 losers, puts them in histori¬ 

cal perspective and vividly describes why each could be your best or 

worst coin buy. The list runs the gamut from classic U.S. coinage of 

the nation's early years to such modern-day issues as the Susan B. 

Anthony dollar. 

You'll learn that winners and losers can exist side by side within 

the very same series. And you'll see how a given coin can sometimes 

be a winner in one grade, and yet be a loser in a grade just a little bit 

higher or lower. 

YOU'LL LEARN ABOUT: 
The elements of value 

^ Independent third-party grading 

The age of type coins 

Opinions relating to what coins are "losers" 

A list of coins that are "winners" 

Why every coin listed has something to like and dislike 

One-year type coins 

? Generic Morgan dollars 

Commemorative coins 

Mint-error coins 

Uncirculated late-date coins 

Late-date Proof sets from 1968 to date 

Marketplace data and expert opinions on every listed coin 

Meticulously researched historical information 

134 pages, beautifully illustrated with photographs by Auctions 

by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

Softbound. Stock No. BTR-950. List price $11.95. 

For your special discount see page 79. 
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Bowers axdMerexa Galleries, Ixc. 
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